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BRAVE IVAN IS 
AN INSPIRATION 


HOUSING 

80 homes to revamp 
derelict site by canal 

MORE than 80 homes will be built on a der¬ 
elict site in Oldbury after plans were given 
the green light. 

Outline planning permission has been 
granted for the 86-home scheme on for¬ 
mer industrial land in Mill Lane, near Tit- 
ford Canal and overlooking Langley Green 
Park. It has been welcomed by councillors, 
who say the site has needed overhauling 
for years after a previous planning applica¬ 
tion fell through due to the financial crash. 

Developer Willsgrove Developments 
have been given the go-ahead by Sandwell 
Council. 


Report by Andrew Turton 


“WHERE there’s hope there’s 
life. Where there’s life there’s 
hope.” 

Those are the words of a brave can¬ 
cer patient from Quarry Bank who is 
facing the future with a smile thanks 
to a fundraising drive. 

Ivan Partridge has been hailed as an inspi¬ 
ration for his fundraising efforts in the wake 
of a devastating diagnosis. The 55-year-old was 
last year told he had a rare form of melanoma. 

In recent days he has been given a bed at 
Stourbridge’s Mary Stevens Hospice where he 
continues to have treatment. 

Mr Partridge takes heart from the support of 
family and friends as he focuses on helping the 
hospice that is helping 
him. His campaign has 
raised almost £6,000 so 
far with Mr Partridge 
hoping to push the total 
past £10,000. 

“It has given me 
something to focus on,” 
said Mr Partridge, of 
Patina Close. 

His wife Yvonne has 
giving constant sup¬ 
port ever since he first 

Ivan and Yvonne started feeling unwell 
in January 2015. 

Mr Partridge was taken for tests after feeling 
tired and having a blocked nose. 

But following an MRI scan came the news 
that he had nasal polyps and he then had his 
first operation to remove them. 

Strong 

Doctors informed the couple that Ivan had 
a rare strain of melanoma and would have to 
undergo major facial surgery. Doctors planned 
to remove part of his upper jaw and palate, left 
eye and part of his cheek in the procedure. 

Yvonne, also 55, said: “He is quite a strong 
character.” The couple, who have been together 
for 12 years, had been planning to get married 
this year in Greece but after his diagnosis de¬ 
cided to bring forward their wedding to Dudley 
Register Office with reception at Stourbridge 
Rugby Club. 

Surgeons rebuilt Ivan’s face using bone and 
muscle from his hip but in November the can¬ 
cer had returned. 

Mr Partridge decided to embark a fundrais¬ 
ing drive. The couple collected around £1,900 in 
donations for the hospice from guests at their 
wedding in August instead of presents. He or¬ 
ganised a charity night at The Laurels club in 
Colley Gate. 

Mr Partridge, managing director at Mo- 
tovario, Droitwich, says his colleagues have 
been supportive. He also thanked his daughter 
Rebecca, 23, and grandson Daniyal, step-chil¬ 
dren Emma, 28, her partner Michael, Aaron 23, 
and Emma’s children Harley and Hudson. 



PARENTS PRESENT CHARLOTTE MEMORIAL AWARD 



Charlotte’s parents Martyn and Barbara present the award in their daughter’s name to eight-year-old Cradley pupil Jacob Lain 


A PRIZE awarded in the memory of a Black 
Country girl killed in the Dunblane school 
massacre 20 years ago has been presented a 
pupil at her former school. 

Jacob Lain is the first recipient of Cradley C 
of E Primary’s Charlotte Dunn Award. 

Charlotte, aged five, grew up in the Black 
Country and spent her reception year at the 
school before moving to Scotland. 

In a moving ceremony last week at St Pe¬ 
ter’s Church, Cradley, where Charlotte was 
baptised, her parents Barbara and Martyn 
presented eight-year-old Jacob with the prize. 


The Year 3 pupil said he was ‘really happy 
and excited’ while his father Matt, 33, said he 
was ‘so proud’. 

Mr Dunn, 55, donned a Lion King tie for 
the occasion in a nod to Charlotte’s favour¬ 
ite film. He called Jacob a richly-deserving 
winner of the prize, awarded to a pupil who 
exemplifies the school’s values. 

Mr Dunn said: “He has set the standard for 
others to follow. 

“It was great to see someone so proud and 
the smile on his face when we called his name 
was lovely.” 


The award was presented at the end of the 
school’s Easter service. Cradley headteacher 
Marcia Harris, who also taught Charlotte, 
said: “Jacob is a lovely, sensible, gentle young 
man.” 

Despite his mother suffering from a serious 
illness, Mrs Harris said Jacob continues to be 
a fine role model for others at the school to 
follow. 

Charlotte was killed alongside 15 other 
pupils and a teacher at Dunblane Primary 
School in Scotland on March 13, 1996, when 
gunman Thomas Hamilton opened fire. 


MUSIC 

Up to £880 for 
Adele show tickets 

TICKETS for Adele’s shows at the Gen- 
ting Arena this week are being offered 
for almost £900 each on the internet. 

The Grammy-winning star performed 
at the 14,000 capacity venue on Tues¬ 
day, the first of four shows taking in 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 

Official tickets sold out within minutes 
when the concerts were announced 
last year. But since then hundreds have 
appeared on web ‘re-sale’ sites. Seats 
for Saturday night close to the stage 
are on sale for a staggering £880. 


PLANNING 

Mosque move has 
been put on hold 

MUSLIM leaders have put controversial 
plans for a new mosque and community 
centre in Dudley on hold, saying ‘we need 
to go back to the drawing board’. 

Dudley Muslim Association (DMA) said it 
needs to re-think its vision after a court rul¬ 
ing meant it was forced to hand back land 
previously earmarked for the development. 

Spokesman Amjid Raza said DMA 
had stopped work on the plan for a new 
mosque since the Court of Appeal decision 
in November. Confirming the scheme was 
now on hold, he added: “We have not had 
any discussions about other sites. We are 
not going to do anything at the moment.” 


INSIDE 


CHEERS TO PUB 
OF THE YEAR 




stacks New tyres 175/65/14 

£2 9.95 

/ Fully fitted 


Service & MOT 
from only 

£ 95.00 


Lr^Ln / 

DMLivmi nr Brnmnem 

( t* 01384 iiiioi Cm 


^Ktianfe Motor 

We Take Care Of Your Car & Your Car Takes Care of You 



Good Garage Scheme 8 ® 

Registered Member 


Lye Valley Ind Estate 
DY9 8HX 


Car Takes Care 


WWW.mldlaiKlsmotorcare.CO.uk 
































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 31,2016 


2 CONTENTS 


MARK ANDREWS 

6 

LETTERS 

7 

MEMORY LANE 

14 

THE FAST TICKET 

19 

PUZZLES 

25 

PROPERTY 

27 

MOTORING 

32 

SPORT 

CONTACrUS 

35 & 36 


EDITORIAL: 

Tel: 01384 353201/01384 353205 
E-mail: dudley.chrons@expressandstar.co.uk 

SPORTS: 

Tel: 01902 319453 

E-mail: chron.sport@expressandstar.co.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHIC: 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 
ADVERTISING: Nicola Cope 
Tel: 01902 319573 

E-mail: nicola.cope@expressandstar.co.uk 
PROPERTY: Marguerita Finnegan 
Tel: 01902 319627 

E-mail: marguerita.finnegan@expressandstar.co.uk 
MOTORING: Liz Barratt 
Tel: 01384 353244 

E-mail: liz.barratt@expressandstar.co.uk 
CLASSIFIED: 

Tel: 01902 317878 

E-mail: my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 
DISTRIBUTION: Paul Jones 
Tel: 01902 319990 

E-mail: p.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 

Halesowen 

CHRONICLE ft 


51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1 pm and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


DON'T MSS YOU* 

Express A Star 


EVERY MY 


PETER RHODES 

The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
ook at life 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HAST1L0W 

He always { ' 



tackles the l 
hot topics, 
head-on 


* 



Prison for robber who terrified child 



Ben Timmins - made threats 


A ROBBER who smashed his way into 
a Sedgley family home through a girl’s 
bedroom window as she lay sleeping 
has been jailed. 

A West Midlands Police officer said 
Ben Timmins left the three-year-old 
girl ‘traumatised’ after he used a house 
brick to smash his way through her 
window. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
the girl’s parents were confronted by 
the raider after rushing to their child’s 
bedroom after hearing a loud crash at 
4am on January 29. 


The thug then threatened to hurt the 
parents to pressure them into handing 
over their car keys. 

Timmins, from Sudeley Gardens, 
Gornal, was sentenced to six years and 
two months in prison after pleading 
guilty to robbery. 

The unemployed 26-year-old threat¬ 
ened to harm the family in front of the 
child if they didn’t hand over the keys 
to the family car. He threw the brick at 
the man, causing a minor injury, before 
climbing back through the window and 
driving off in their £5,000 car. 


The vehicle was found overturned 
on its roof but forensic inquiries led of¬ 
ficers to identifying Timmins. He was 
arrested and charged after the family 
picked him out in an identity parade. 

After sentencing, Detective Consta¬ 
ble Neil Payton, from Brierley Hill Po¬ 
lice Station, said: “This was a terrifying 
experience for the family. Timmins en¬ 
tered the family home through a child’s 
bedroom window in the early hours of 
the morning. He then threatened her 
parents in front of the traumatised 
child.” 


Vicious 'zombie' knives 
to be banned from sale 

THE sale, manufacture and 
importing of vicious ‘zombie’ 
knives is to be banned, after a 
campaign backed by MPs and 
the region’s police and crime 
commissioner. 

The new legislation announced by 
Home Secretary Theresa May will 
mean offenders could face up to four 
years in prison. 

The knives have names such as Head 
Splitter, Death Dagger and The Skinner. 

It is already an offence to be in posses¬ 
sion of a ‘zombie-killer’ knife in a public 
place and school premises under the Act. 

The ban will form part of the Govern¬ 
ment’s Modern Crime Prevention Strategy. 

It follows a campaign by West Midlands 
Police and Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson against the sale of the weapons. 

Mr Jamieson met Home Office minister 
Karen Bradley, Staffordshire Moorlands 
MP, to discuss the issue earlier this month. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin has also 
spoken in Parliament against the sale of 
the brutal-looking knives. 

Last week Home Secretary Theresa May 
said: “There can be no legitimate reason 
for anyone to need one of these so called 
‘zombie-killer’ knives. 

Murders 

“The fact that they glamourise violence 
and are clearly marketed at teenagers 
makes them all the more sickening. They 
are dangerous weapons.” 

West Midlands Police Chief Constable 
Dave Thompson had also voiced his con¬ 
cern over the startling rise in blades being 
used in attacks. 

At least four of the 13 murders in the 
Black Country last year were stabbings. 

A ‘zombie knife’ was recently found in 
the West Midlands, sparking fears they 
may be becoming more widespread. 

Earlier this month, Mr Jamieson said: 

“In the case of ‘zombie knives’ we are get¬ 
ting in before any serious problems arise. 

This is a new trend. Let’s get in before they 
are everywhere on our streets.” 

The Government says it has already 
taken action to tackle knife crime including 
minimum mandatory sentences of up to six 
months prison for those caught in posses¬ 
sion of a knife for a second time. 



The Tesco Extra supermarket at Burnt Tree Island is now likely to get the green light for its online sales warehouse 


OBJECTIONS to Tesco’s plan for 
a dedicated warehouse for online 
sales in the Black Country because 
of concerns about it being built 
over a mine entrance have been 
lifted. 

The DotCom centre would create 
70 jobs and be used to deliver goods 
and groceries to shoppers’ homes 
from Dudley’s Burnt Tree Island 
supermarket if it is given the go- 
ahead at a meeting next week. 

The scheme had been left hang¬ 
ing in the balance after the Coal 


Authority raised concerns that part 
of the planned extension would be 
built over a recorded mine entry. 

Since then the supermarket 
giant has provided details of a sur¬ 
vey of the site. A report by Andy 
Jones from engineering consultant 
Fairhurst says the mine entry was 
‘not considered at risk of collapse’ 
and had been ‘treated’ in 1991 and 
2010 to make it secure. He said the 
building’s foundations would be 
reinforced to further mitigate the 
potential risk of ground gas. 


James Smith, planning liaison of¬ 
ficer at The Coal Authority says he 
is now satisfied Tesco has demon¬ 
strated the site ‘can be made safe 
and stable’ for the development. 

Dudley Council planning officers 
have recommended the project is 
approved by councillors on Mon¬ 
day. Planning officer Faisal Agha 
said approval was subject to the 
applicant entering into a Section 
106 legal agreement to provide a 
contribution of £12,720 to fund 
continued air quality monitoring. 


Concern as 
hate crimes 
in mosque 
areas are up 

POLICE investigated more than 200 
reports of hate crime near mosques in 
one year with one community leader in 
Dudley saying Muslim women wearing 
hijabs (veils) are being targeted. 

More than 2,000 separate incidents 
have been reported over the last 15 years 
with the numbers hitting a high in 2015. 
Figures released through a Freedom of 
Information request revealed police were 
called out to mosques and surrounding 
areas 235 times last year alone. 

There were 197 separate call-outs two 
years ago, revealing an upward trend in 
such attacks, showing a steady rise since 
2012. 

Pairs 

Amjid Raza, spokesman for Dudley 
Muslim Association, said: “We have no¬ 
ticed a rise in such crimes during the last 
five or six years. It is having an impact 
on the Muslim community, especially 
when there are major terrorist attacks. 

“Muslim women wearing hijabs are 
particularly targeted and when some¬ 
thing like the incident in Brussels 
happens we actively encourage the com¬ 
munity to walk round in pairs. 

“We work very closely with the police 
and more people are willing to actually 
report such hate crimes these days be¬ 
cause they have grown in confidence. 
There are multiple factors for a rise in 
such crimes but we think more people 
are willing to come forward.” 

Police Commissioner David Jamieson 
said: “The number of hate crimes in the 
West Midlands is monitored closely.” 

Driver Is rescued 
from flood water 

A MAN was rescued from his car on the 
main Wolverhampton to Kidderminster 
A449 road near Whittington Manor, 
Kinver, by firefighters from Brierley Hill 
after the Ford Mondeo cut out in eight 
inch deep water. 

The rescue came as the Midlands 
and southern England were lashed by 
Storm Katie. There was torrential rain 
and even snow across parts of the Black 
Country on Easter Monday. 

Crews from Dudley and Wombourne 
also pushed a VW Golf out of water after 
it got stuck in hood water a foot deep. 

Planes were diverted and trains de¬ 
layed across a large part of the country. 

Air passengers were particularly badly 
hit and several planes due to land at 
Gatwick had to be diverted to Birming¬ 
ham due to severe winds. 

Latest four-star 
city hotel to open 

BIRMINGHAM’S newest four-star ho¬ 
tel is set to open its doors to guests from 
Tuesday after a £50 million redevelop¬ 
ment of the former 1960s Auchinleck 
House office block at Five Ways. The 
Park Regis Birmingham is also the first 
hotel opened by the brand in Europe. 
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Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 
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STARTS SATURDAY 
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The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 

We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 
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Busy MP to 
stand down 
from his 
council role 

DUDLEY South MP Mike Wood has 
stepped down from his role as a coun¬ 
cillor ahead of May’s local elections. 

The Conservative MP, who secured 
his seat in the House of Commons last 
May, said it was always his intention 
to stand down from Dudley Council. 

Mr Wood has served for two years 
as ward councillor for Pedmore and 
Stourbridge East on Dudley Council 
but says it has become ‘increasingly 
difficult’ to continue with the dual 
roles. 

Mr Wood, who has been dividing 
his time between Dudley and London, 
said he intended to stand aside now 
to ‘avoid the expense’ of the council 
holding a separate by-election ahead 
of May’s council poll. 

In a letter to council chief executive 
Sarah Norman, Mr Wood said: “It has 
been an enormous privilege to serve 
as a ward councillor for Pedmore and 
Stourbridge East for the past two 
years. However, since I was elected 
to Parliament last May, it has become 
increasingly difficult to fulfil the im¬ 
portant role of being a local councillor 
as effectively as I would like. 

“Ahead of last year’s General Elec¬ 
tion, I indicated my intention to stand 
down as a councillor this spring to 
coincide with the local elections on 
May 5. By doing so I hoped to avoid 
the expense to the taxpayer of hold¬ 
ing a stand-alone by-election, whilst 
allowing a replacement to be elected 
alongside the main set of local elec¬ 
tions who can focus on work within 
the council and for the people of Ped¬ 
more and Stourbridge East.” 

UKIP councillor in 
fly Pride flag call 

A UKIP councillor has urged the local 
authority to show its support of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen¬ 
der (LGBT) community by flying the 
Pride flag on May 17. 

Sedgley Councillor Bill Etheridge, 
also a West Midlands Euro MP, has 
endorsed calls for an International 
Day against Homophobia. He gave 
his backing to Shaun Keasey, a UKIP 
candidate for Sedgley, who wants 
Dudley Council to fall into line with 
Wolverhampton and Birmingham, 
both of which display the distinctive 
rainbow colours Pride flag on May 17. 

Mr Keasey said: “Even in 2016 the 
level of homophobia around the world 
is unacceptable. We must show that 
being gay is totally normal and hatred 
has no place in our towns.” 

Two immigration 
arrests in Lye 

TWO men from Afghanistan were 
arrested during an immigration en¬ 
forcement operation in Lye. Police 
visited Khyber Mixed Grill and Pizza 
in High Street and arrested a failed 
asylum seeker, aged 21, and a 26-year- 
old who had entered the UK illegally. 


Woman locked up for having sex on a bus 



Samantha Truslove - abusive 


A WOMAN who was banned from 
Sandwell was caught having sex on a 
bus in full view of young children, a 
court heard. 

Samantha Truslove was so excited 
her boyfriend had been released from 
prison that she couldn’t even wait until 
the end of the bus ride home before get¬ 
ting intimate with him, Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court was told. 

Truslove, of Wolverhampton Street, 
Dudley, had met up with Peter Walker 
on January 6 after he was released 
from prison, the court was told. They 
were on the back seat of a single-decker 


bus driving through Cradley Heath 
when they were caught in the act, in 
full view of three schoolchildren. 

Ms Linda Gudgeon, prosecuting, 
told the court: “It was school-leaving 
time and two eight-year-old boys and 
a nine-year-old girl had to have their 
eyes averted.” 

Truslove was jailed for 28 weeks in 
her absence after being removed from 
the dock for shouting at district judge 
Graham Wilkinson. She had pleaded 
guilty to outraging public decency and 
breaching an ASBO. 

The 26-year-old had been given an 


ASBO banning her from Sandwell bor¬ 
ough in 2013 and was charged with 
breaching that order after being drunk 
and abusive towards police. Truslove 
had breached the terms of the ASBO 
several times since it was imposed, the 
court was told. 

She and a former partner had been 
turfed out of Blackheath after making 
their neighbours’ lives hell with their 
drunken behaviour. 

Walker, aged 37, also of Wolver¬ 
hampton Street, Dudley, was sent to 
prison for 17 weeks after also admitting 
outraging public decency. 


Ref injured in violence 
at a children's match 


A FOOTBALL referee was injured as 
violence flared among spectators 
at a children’s match in Halesowen. 

Oliver Howard, aged 25, was left ‘battered 
and bruised’ following the trouble that erupted 
while he refereed a game between two un¬ 
der-14s teams. 

A male spectator, aged 49, was also injured 
in the incident during the game between Hale¬ 
sowen Town Colts and Halesowen Harriers 
under-14s. 

Tempers flared with several people alleged to 
have been involved, according to an onlooker. 

Police have arrested a 52-year-old man in 
connection with the violence. He has been 
bailed pending further inquires. 

Mr Howard, who has been a referee for 
around five years, said onlookers came to 
his aid following the altercation at a Sunday 
match. 

The referee, from Halesowen, said he was 
unable to go into the details of the allegations 
due to the ongoing police probe. 

Horrible 

But he did say: “I’m OK following what 
happened. It was a horrible experience. My 
concern is always for the welfare of the young 
players in this instance.” 

The 11-a-side fixture was being played in 
Stourbridge and District Youth and Girls Foot¬ 
ball League. 

League chairman Bob Hickman said he was 
shocked by the incident. 

“I don’t get it with some people who think 
they are at the World Cup rather than watch¬ 
ing junior football,” he said. “I have liaised 
with Mr Howard since it happened and my 
concern was for his welfare.” 

Mr Hickman said violence had flared in the 
past, prompting the league to introduce a re¬ 
spect programme this season. This involves 
spot checks at games, education for players, 
and ensuring child welfare and enjoyment of 
the sport is a priority. 

West Midlands Police spokesman Hannah 
Fitzgerald said: “A man has been arrested fol¬ 
lowing an assault at a Halesowen amateur foot¬ 
ball match. Police were called to Newfield Park, 
Whittingham Road, following reports that a 
49-year-old man had been assaulted. Officers 
arrested a 52-year-old man from an address in 
Halesowen. The man has been bailed pending 
further police enquiries.” 

Mr Howard said details of the incident were 
in his report for Birmingham County FA. 



Steve Cutler, of Dudley and South Staffordshire branch of CAMRA, 
presents landlord Mel Wood with his certificate for pub of the year 


Raising 
a glass 
to pub of 
the year 

CHEERS! Workers and 
regulars at a pub in Brier- 
ley Hill are raising a glass 
in celebration after being 
named pub of the year. 

The Vine in Delph Road 
has been crowned this year’s 
top pub by the Campaign for 
Real Ale (CAMRA) for the 
Dudley and South Stafford¬ 
shire region. 

The achievement is extra 
special for landlord Mel 
Wood, who was in charge 
the last time the pub won 
the prestigious award 20 
years ago. 

CAMRA judges pubs in 
a range of areas, including 
beer quality, service, atmos¬ 
phere and value. 

The pub, which is also 
known as the Bull and Blad¬ 
der, is run by Black Country 
brewery Batham’s. 

Mr Wood said: “We have 
been in the running for the 
last four or five years, so it is 
nice to get it. 

“It was a bit of a shock to 
win it again after all these 
years but it’s great for the 
pub. It’s all about the beer. 
The Batham’s beer is very 
good this year.” 

Other finalists included 
the Beacon Hotel in Sedg¬ 
ley and the Jolly Crispin in 
Upper Gornal. 
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£6,900 goes to 
mayor's charities 

THE Mayor of Dudley’s charities ap¬ 
peal fund has been given a huge boost 
after £6,900 was raised at the annual 
ball. 

Three hundred guests attended the 
sell-out fundraiser on March 18 when 
for the first time the Mayor’s Ball was 
combined with the Civic Awards. 

The cash was donated by guests 
during the evening by bidding in an 
auction, as well as a tombola, sit-down 
stand-up bingo and a raffle. Prizes and 
items had all been donated. Mayor 
Councillor Steve Waltho said: “I am 
overwhelmed by the generosity.” 

Society to host 
talk about hall 

HALESOWEN History Society will 
be hosting a talk about famous Black 
Country mansion Haden Hill House 
and park. 

Guest speaker Ken Smith will dis¬ 
cuss the historic background and 
residents of the popular heritage at¬ 
traction. 

The Victorian ‘gentleman’s resi¬ 
dence’ was built adjoining the 17th 
century Haden Old Hall. 

The talk is at Shenstone Theatre 
at Halesowen Library on Thursday, 
April 7, at 7.15pm. Non-members are 
welcome to attend, admission £2. 

Council's app is 
a download hit 

THOUSANDS of people have made 
use of the Dudley Council smartphone 
app, which has received its 3,000th 
download. 

The app allows people to report a 
range of issues to the council includ¬ 
ing fly-tipping, graffiti and potholes. 

People can also get the latest news 
from the borough, see the latest job 
opportunities, while tenants can re¬ 
quest home repairs. 

The app is available via iTunes or 
the Google Play store. 

Knit and natter group 
meet at library cafe 

A KNIT and natter group is inviting 
people to join its sessions. 

Members meet on Mondays from 
5pm to 7pm and on Tuesday’s from 
11am to 12.30pm in the Library of 
Birmingham cafe. 

Materials are available but if people 
have their own equipment they are 
asked to bring it along as supplies are 
limited to donations. 

For more details on the group’s ac¬ 
tivities contact knitandnatterbrum@ 
gmail.com 

Cannabis found in raid 

ALMOST 30 cannabis plants were 
discovered during a police raid on a 
house in Quinton. 

A drugs warrant was executed by 
officers at an address in Blandford 
Road. Police found a total of 29 can¬ 
nabis plants. 


[Emergency Denture Repairs 

* Broken Dentures 
Repaired on Site 



/Monday - Friday 

9.00am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 

9.00am - 12.30pm 


We Won't Be Beaten 
on Quality or Price - 


Telephone: 

01384 411400 4 

r o o • i ,, c . 193 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

Crown & Bndge Studio lwhere lhe Cook 5hop used t0 bel ^ 

yDental Laboratory 24 Hour Emergency 07535 6422< 
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Create an Entrance this Spring 



✓v www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 

\ S f Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill, 


OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 

COMPOSITE DOOR SPECIALISTS 


Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 

Call 0121 550 1444 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 


THINGS misheard. A reader recalls her 
two children returning from a music les¬ 
son at primary school singing: “Edelweiss, 
edelweiss, bless my old man forever.” 

ANOTHER reader swears he heard 
someone on Bargain Hunt (BBC1) showing 
off a haemorrhoid barometer. 

RESEARCH by the Royal College of 
Music suggests that playing the drums in 
group sessions can help reduce the play¬ 
ers’ depression and anxiety. And what of 
the mental wellbeing of the people next 
door. . ? 



INSURANCE company research shows 
the number of speeding drivers nabbed by 
police last year was up 20 per cent on the 
previous year. Good to see one successful 
growth industry, innit? Kerching! 

PRESUMABLY the cops are able to 
concentrate on hunting down motorists 
because figures for recorded crime are 
falling. But then it’s no wonder, given that 
crime figures are shamelessly massaged 
to leave out anything embarrassing. For 
example, my computer spam folder shows 
that between March 13-23 there were 88 
attempts to steal personal information and 
take money from me. There are literally bil¬ 
lions of these attempted thefts every year, 
yet they appear absolutely nowhere in any 
crime statistics. Mind how you go. 


CLAYTON Williams, aged 19, has been 
jailed for 20 years for killing Pc Dave Phil¬ 
lips during a high speed chase, just three 
ks after coming 

out of jail on li¬ 
cence. This is 
what his lawyer 
told the court: 
“Mr Williams 
comes from a 
deprived area 
of Merseyside 
and . . . had a 
lack of educa¬ 
tion and a lack 
of opportunity. Lessons need to be learnt 
by Government that communities and 
young people, who are abandoned by the 
State, who lack opportunity and direction 
will sometimes turn to crime.” So in this 
version, Williams is the victim, Pc Phillips 
was part of the system that oppressed him 
and the real villains were the politicians. 
What a wonderful exercise in shifting the 
blame. Paid for, of course, by you and me. 


T 1 


HOW to deal with terrorists? Christine 
Shawcroft, a member of Labour’s national 
executive, says we should have a cup of 
tea with Islamic State leaders instead of 
bombing them. When her comments be¬ 
come public, she insisted they were “jocu¬ 
lar.” So here’s the joke in full. Speaking at a 
Labour First meeting, she imagined a vot¬ 
er suggesting that Jeremy Corbyn would 
take tea with terrorists instead of fighting 
them. And here’s the “jocular” punchline. 
Shawcroft said: “Now I mean, you know, 
maybe we should try it!” Don’t give up the 
day job, eh? 


Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Police use lasers on people young as 14 


TASERS have been deployed nearly 
700 times in three years by police in 
the West Midlands. 

Figures reveal that people as 
young as 14 have had the stun gun 
used on them by officers. 

Between 2013 and 2015 Tasers 
were deployed a total of 696 times in 
the region. They were used 230 times 
in 2013, 251 times in 2014 and 215 
times in 2015. In 2013 the youngest 


person targeted was 15. But in 2014 
and 2015 the youngest target was 14. 

The figures, released after a Free¬ 
dom of Information request, also re¬ 
vealed the techniques used to fire the 
controversial weapon. 

An ‘angled drive stun’ was used 26 
times in the three years, which sees 
officers fire the Taser with a live car¬ 
tridge inside and holds the device to 
a different part of the target’s body. 


This causes them to become inca¬ 
pacitated. A Taser was deployed in 
a ‘drive stun’ action 19 times in the 
period, where officers pull the trigger 
while it is held against someone’s 
body. This causes pain but does not 
knock them out. 

West Midlands Police said the fig¬ 
ures related to how many times a 
Taser had been deployed rather than 
how many people had been ‘Tasered’. 


Last year after it was revealed the 
force used them on children 46 times 
in a year. 

Chief Inspector Danny Delaney, 
said: “Tasers are not drawn lightly by 
officers. They are used where there is 
a risk of violence and provide an ad¬ 
ditional option to resolve situations 
that can arise from all sections of the 
public, including under-18s. Officers 
have undergone detailed training.” 


Rock Zombie nightclub 
told to tighten security 


By Richard Guttridge 

A NIGHTCLUB in Dudley 
has been forced to tighten 
security following a spate 
of violent incidents. 

The owners of Rock Zombie have 
been warned they must comply with 
new safety measures, laid down by 
police, or face losing their licence. 

A doorman was struck with a ma¬ 
chete in the early hours of Christ¬ 
mas Day as violence flared outside 
the club in King Street. 

A group of men had been turned 
away from the venue as they ap¬ 
peared to be drunk and turned on 
door staff. A security worker was hit 
so hard with the machete that the 
weapon broke as his body armour 
saved him from serious injury. 

There were also incidents during 
February, including one where a 
man was left with serious injuries. 

Alarmed 

Police chiefs were so alarmed by 
events at Rock Zombie that they 
ordered the premises licence be re¬ 
viewed. Interim measures were put 
in place last month and now strict 
measures have been imposed which 
mean nobody will be allowed to 
enter after lam. 

There must be at least six door 
staff on duty at all times i and cus¬ 
tomers will be searched amid con¬ 
cerns about weapons. A man was 
caught on CCTV removing a potato 
peeler from his bag having just left 
the club, Dudley Council’s licensing 
committee was told. 

Duncan Craig, a barrister repre¬ 
senting West Midlands Police, said 
there had been a serious incident on 
December 25 and four incidents on 
separate dates in February. 

Mr Craig said police had been en¬ 
couraged by a reduction in violence 
since interim measures were put in 
place. 

Owners of Rock Zombie Kenny 
and Mandy Jinks said they were 
concerned that not being allowed to 
let new customers in after lam was 
hampering their business. But Mr 
Craig said: “One would hope they 
have come to recognise the merit of 
these conditions and will embrace 
them going forward.” 



Black Country through and through - popular politician Councillor Darren Cooper died on Saturday, aged 52 


‘HE was Black Country through and through.’ That’s 
just one of the many tributes paid to Sandwell Council 
leader Councillor Darren Cooper after his sudden death 
at the weekend. 

People from across the political spectrum joined for¬ 
mer Labour Party leaders Ed Miliband, Gordon Brown 
and Tony Blair in paying tribute to Councillor Cooper, 
52, who led the borough’s authority for nearly seven 
years. Many suggested he had been destined for even 
greater things. 

West Bromwich West MP Adrian Bailey said he had 
‘no doubt’ Councillor Cooper was on track to be elected 
as an MP or metro mayor of the new West Midlands 
Combined Authority. 

Mr Blair said the council leader was ‘one of Labour’s 
most committed and passionate local government lead¬ 
ers of the last 20 years’. 


Mr Cooper was hailed as ‘a true son of Sandwell’ by 
friend Tom Watson, the deputy leader of the Labour 
Party and West Bromwich East MP. Councillor Cooper 
was elected in Soho and Victoria ward in Smethwick, 
where he grew up, in 1991 and became council leader in 
December 2009. 

The father of three, who died at home on Saturday, 
had played a key role in bringing together the West Mid¬ 
lands Combined Authority in a bid to ensure the region 
can compete with London and big northern cities. 

Mr Watson said: “We shall all miss Darren, a true son 
of Sandwell. My thoughts, prayers and love are with his 
wife Karen and Darren’s family.” 

Mr Bailey, who knew Councillor Cooper for 25 years, 
said: “He loved public service, he loved politics and he 
loved the Black Country. He was Black Country through 
and through.” 


Ban and jail 
sentence for 
'hardened' 
drink-driver 

A DRINK-DRIVER from Lower Gor- 
nal has been jailed and banned from 
the roads for seven years after he 
crashed into a car when more than 
three times the alcohol limit before 
fleeing the scene in Sedgley. 

But Lee Bias was tracked down by 
the driver whose car he had hit. 

Bias, aged 39, was driving his Saab 
in High Holborn when he hit a Peu¬ 
geot, knocking off its wing mirror, 
and the aggrieved driver set off in 
pursuit. 

Bias, of North Oval, had 116 micro¬ 
grammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres 
of breath when tested by police. The 
legal limit is 35 microgrammes. 

Bias initially claimed he had drunk 
wine after returning home after the 
incident but later pleaded guilty to 
drink-driving and failing to stop at 
the scene of an accident. 

District judge Graham Wilkinson 
was told that Bias had three previous 
convictions for drink-driving, dating 
back to 1994. 

As he was not breathalysed immedi¬ 
ately after the accident, Mr Wilkinson 
said it was likely the alcohol reading 
would have been higher at the time of 
the crash. 

Jailing Bias for 20 weeks and dis¬ 
qualifying him, Mr Wilkinson told 
him: “You are a hardened drink- 
driver, one of the hardcore who can’t 
get the message. For 22 years you 
have been willing to kill someone. 
You are a man who believes he can 
drink and drive. People like you have 
to learn the consequences of drinking 
and driving.” 

MP speaks out for 
mini-bond victims 

AN MP has launched a campaign in 
support of hundreds of people who 
lost thousands of pounds in a mi¬ 
ni-bonds scheme which turned sour. 

A total of £7.5 million was invested 
in a scheme operated by Secured En¬ 
ergy Bonds (SEB). The scheme was 
approved by a Financial Conduct 
Authority authorised firm, but the 
money was never invested in renew¬ 
able energy as promised. Most of the 
money was siphoned to the business’s 
Australian parent company before it 
went into administration, leaving in¬ 
vestors out of pocket. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin said: 
“I’m really concerned that people 
across the country have lost nearly 
£7.5m after being ripped off. The au¬ 
thorities should make sure that no 
one is left out of pocket.” 

Bavarian fundraiser 
with fish and chips 

TICKETS are on sale for a Bavari¬ 
an themed fundraiser on April 22 at 
Wilson Hall in Colley Gate in aid of 
Stourbridge’s Mary Stevens Hospice. 
Tickets for the event, at 7.15pm, cost 
£15 and include a fish and chips sup¬ 
per. Call (01384) 377778. 
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www.designa-blinds.com Tel:0121 572 2281 

Fabrics only Service available 07837 746808 


Conservatories from £300 | Average Semi from £350 


Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our II I 

Factory Showroom: 

10 Wassell Road, 

Hasbury, 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



n 

n 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 

LJ 

u 

NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 

•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



THEF0RSTSTOP FOR ALLYOUR 
FENCIRG REQUITEMERTS! 




































































Lots more 
children's 
events at 
museums 

YOUNGSTERS can enjoy 
lots more activitie with the 
Juniors at Museums club in 
Dudley this Easter break. 

Free family trails will be 
available every day to April 
10 at Wordsley’s Red House 
Glass Cone and until April 
9 at Dudley Museum and 
Art Gallery. There are free 
drop-in Sticky Saturday ses¬ 
sions on April 9 at Dudley 
Museum and at Red House 
Glass Cone on April 16 with 
the chance to have a go at 
messy crafts, 1.30pm to 
3.30pm at both venues. 

Dudley Museum is contin¬ 
uing its popular Family Film 
Club on April 9 at 11am. 
Dudley Museum is also 
hosting a drop-in ‘jungle 
madness’ family crafts day 
on April 7 from 10.30am to 
3.30pm, for £2.35 per child. 

At the Red House Glass 
Cone on Monday youngsters 
aged eight to 12 can enrol 
in a day-long spring theme 
holiday school from 9.30am 
to 3.30pm and take part in 
a range of crafts. Places cost 
£23 and must be booked and 
paid for in advance. There is 
the chance to make fused 
glass cats and dogs at the 
cone on Tuesday with book¬ 
able sessions at 10.30am, 
11.30am and 1pm, £4.25. 

Dudley Museum is open 
10am-4pm Monday to Sat¬ 
urday, closed Bank Holi¬ 
days; Red House Glass Cone 
opens 10-4 Monday to Sun¬ 
day, open Bank Holidays. 
See www.dudley.gov.uk/see- 
and-do/museums website. 


Hospital parking charges 
may rise due to extra costs 


PARKING charges at Rowley Regis, City and 
Sandwell hospitals will rise by up to 16 per 
cent from next month, under new plans. 

Hospital bosses are considering four options rang¬ 
ing from a lOp to 30p increase per time slot at the 
Sandwell and City sites. While options for increases 
at Rowley Regis range from 20p to 40p. 

Residents will be given the chance to have their say on 


the proposals before a final 
decision is made. 

Healthwatch Sandwell 
said that it was ‘disap¬ 
pointed’ by the plans. But 
chief nurse Colin Ovington 
said the decision to raise 
charges followed the trust 
having additional mainte¬ 
nance and security charges 
for its car parks. 

If the smallest increase 
of lOp is introduced at 
Sandwell and City hospi¬ 
tals, it will see charges rise 
to £2.70 to park for an hour, 
£3.70 for two hours, £4.20 
for three hours and £4.70 
for four hours. A 24-hour 
stay will cost £5.20. If the 
largest increase of 30p is ap¬ 
proved the fees will rise to 
£2.90 for an hour, £3.90 for 
two hours, £4.40 for three 
hours, £4.90 for four hours 
and £5.40 for 24 hours. 

At Rowley Regis the 
smallest increase of 20p will 
see fees rise to £2.70 for six 
hours and £5.20 for up to 24 
hours. The largest increase 
of 40p will see fees rise to 
£2.90 for six hours and 
£5.40 for 24 hours. 


By Heather Large 


Mr Ovington said: 
“Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust has the cheapest car 
parking charges across all 
Birmingham hospital trusts 
and we aim to maintain that 
position. With increases in 
rent charges for some areas 
of our car parks and addi¬ 
tional maintenance and se¬ 
curity charges, we will have 
to increase our parking 
charges slightly.” 

Meanwhile, more than 
550 parking fines have been 
issued on roads surround¬ 
ing Russells Hall Hospital 
in Dudley over the last year. 

Hundreds of drivers were 
caught out trying to dodge 
paying to park at the hos¬ 
pital, with the bulk of the 
fines being handed out along 
the A4101 High Street, 
Pensnett, which runs past 
the hospital. A total of 566 
parking tickets were handed 
out from April 1 last year to 
March 21 - more than 10 a 
week. 


Music fans take it cheesy with old hits 



Nostalgia for Nicki Burrows, Brendon McKeown, James Challis, Kate Green and Dale Pickin 


PEOPLE can dust off their 
dancing shoes with plans re¬ 
vealed to create a new club 
night to boost the Black 
Country’s music scene. 

Brierley Hill Civic Hall 
will host a monthly big 
night out with the empha¬ 
sis on nostalgia in a bid to 
bring crowds flocking to the 
venue, which has undergone 
a revamp. 

Dudley Council trans¬ 
ferred the day-to-day man¬ 
agement of the hall, which 
attracts thousands of people 
every year, to the Dudley 
Council for Voluntary Ser¬ 
vice (CVS) last year. 

Now the group wants 
to increase the number of 
events held at the venue. 

The hall, in Bank Street, 
will hold the monthly music 
events each Friday starting 
from tomorrow, costing £5 
on the door. 

Organisers say the Big 
Cheesy Nights Out will get 
the iconic building rocking 
to the sounds of the 1970s, 
80s and 90s with a few more 
recent chart hits too. 

The bar has recently been 
refurbished following the 
voluntary group’s takeover 
of the hall in the town cen¬ 
tre. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Criminal is jailed 
after 126th theft 

A THIEF from Birming¬ 
ham with a record of 232 
previous convictions has 
been jailed for 48 weeks 
following his latest crime 
spree. 

Kevin Osborne of Corpo¬ 
ration Street, Birmingham, 
racked up his 125th and 
126th thefts when he stole 
two Dyson vacuum clean¬ 
ers, Dudley Magistrates 
Court. 

District judge Graham 
Wilkinson told Osborne, 
aged 44, that he had a 
‘truly appalling record’ and 
that the only way for him 
to learn was by being sent 
to prison. 

The court heard how Os¬ 
borne had embarked on a 
thieving tour of the coun¬ 
try, striking in locations as 
far apart as Cardiff, Leices¬ 
ter, Suffolk and Grimsby, 
among other places. 

Park secured after 
traveller invasions 

ACTION has been taken 
to stop travellers taking 
caravans onto a Halesow¬ 
en park. Hurst Green Park 
was repeatedly targeted 
last summer prompting 
Dudley Council to step up 
security. 

Extra bollards have been 
installed at the Moat Drive 
entrance. Ward council¬ 
lor Hilary Bills said: “The 
work is now complete and 
the park is secure.” 

Traveller invasions 
last July and August cost 
the council thousands of 
pounds in clear up costs. 

Earlier this week more 
than 40 caravans moved 
onto a car park at Castle- 
gate Way, Dudley. 
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Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
^ made to the most rigorous quality 

standards you will find in the 

---, industry. 

No other company the 
■' ■ l J 1 ' area l |as more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
11 *§J l f " ■ that’s why we have been in 

jfrjg #■ I business for 

__ _ I I more than A 

gfi “ m ..-4f 31 years. Supplied & 

^ Fitted ... across 
, /\ / the Midlands 


YEAR 


Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 


■rani 


Open 


— — No deposits or 
stage payments, you 
only pay when the- 4 
Igw. installation has 
been completed 


Saturday 9am to 4pm 


..ecu"** 

tcurity 
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Basement 
for £70m? 
I’m in the 
wrong job 

MY first reaction to reading about tycoon 
Robert Beecham’s plans for a £70 million 
underground basement in Primrose Hill, 
central London, was that I must be in the 
wrong job. 

The application, approved by Camden 
Council, includes a Roman bath, juice 
bar, and room to store his cigar collec¬ 
tion. And, according to the reports, Mr 
Beecham has made his money out of 
Star Wars bubble bath. 

My second thought was about why 
people go to these lengths just for the 
sake of living in central London. 

You would think somebody enterpris¬ 
ing enough to make billions out of Darth 
Vader detergent would have the imagina¬ 
tion to realise that there is life north of the 
Watford Gap, where there is also cleaner 
air and plenty of space to build as big a 
cigar room as you could possibly want. 

But then I read that the project will 
cause noise and disruption for Jamie Oli¬ 
ver. In that case, bring on the bulldozers. 
□ □□ 

THERE have been a lot of changes to 
West Bromwich in recent years. Most of 
them positive. 

Yes, there was the disastrous Pub¬ 
lic arts centre, which in reality became 
a very expensive public toilet, but that 
was years ago, and it at least looks like 
lessons have been learned from that de¬ 
bacle. 

And the New Square shopping devel¬ 
opment is a prime example of what can 
be achieved when local government 
works with retailers and developers, and 
gives the people what they want, rather 
than what it thinks they should want. 

However, one thing that has never 
been addressed is the dreadful road lay¬ 
out. One-way systems, no-entry signs, 
no-left turn, no-right turn. 

Every time I have been down there in 
the hunt for the very limited number of 
free, on-street parking spaces - and wild 
horses would not make me pay for car 
parking - I have become lost in the night¬ 
marish road system. 

And more often than not, I seem to end 
up by the bus station. 

Have I broken any traffic regulations? I 
hope not, but in all honesty, it is possible. 

Anyway, the council has now decid¬ 
ed to undo much of the good work by 
installing a CCTV camera on one of the 
bus-only roads. It will no doubt prove to 
be a gold mine, raising a fortune from all 
the confused motorists, but I’m not going 
to be one of them. I think I will be steering 
clear of West Bromwich for a while. 

□ □□ 

MEMORY like a sieve, me. Completely 
forgot all about Earth Hour on March 19, 
when we were supposed to turn out our 
lights as a gesture towards fighting global 
warming. Never mind, did mine between 
1am and 2am on Sunday, to mark the 
start of British Summer Time. Better late 
than never. 



The miniscule Noddy Holder figure 


Music legend Robert Plant 


Willard seen with his unique viewing stations to magnify the artworks Wild man of rock Ozzy Osbourne 


Willard getting to the 
point for next display 


NICK HUMPHREYS talks to 
the creator of amazing micro¬ 
scopic figures Willard Wigan as 
he plans a new exhibition 

BLACK Country rock legend Nod¬ 
dy Holder and micro-sculpting star 
Willard Wigan look set to join forc¬ 
es again with a mini monsters of 
rock show. 

Willard unveiled his incredible sculp¬ 
ture of the Slade frontman in the eye of a 
needle at Wolverhampton’s Light House. 

And such was the reaction from both Noddy 
and the crowd, that the acclaimed artist wants 
to create a legends of rock music exhibition in 
the West Midlands. 

He plans to create sculptures of Led Zep¬ 
pelin, Robert Plant, ELO as well as Black 
Sabbath frontman and West Midlands music 
legend Ozzy Osbourne. Mr Wigan said: “What 
we have done is we have started something 
here. I want to celebrate the West Midlands 
and the legends of rock music. 

“I am going to New York to film a commer¬ 
cial for Nestle where I’m going to be carving 
the world’s smallest piece of chocolate. 

Legends 

“But when I come back, I’m going to make 
sculptures of Led Zeppelin, Robert Plant, ELO, 
Ozzy Osbourne and other legends of rock and 
we’re going to hold an exhibition in the West 
Midlands. I’d like Noddy to host it for me. 

“I want to celebrate music and the West 
Midlands. The 60s and 70s was the best era for 
music, it still influences young people today.” 

Walsall-raised Noddy hopes the Light House 
exhibition and the rock legends one, which is 
being planned, will make people sit up and 
take notice that the Black Country has tal¬ 
ent. He said: “The thing is, you go around 
the world and people hear you speak and they 
think you’re thick. People say we’ve got noth¬ 
ing here. I always say, ‘well have you ever 
been?’ They’ve never experienced the warmth 
of the people, it’s the people that make a place. 



Willard Wigan with the ex-Slade singer at the launch of his exhibition at The Light House 


I don’t live here any more but my heart is al¬ 
ways here. You never lose your roots.” 

Mr Wigan added: “Think of the people who 
have come from here, you’ve got Noddy, my¬ 
self, Denise Lewis, Goldie, the list goes on. 
There are talented people from here, so people 
shouldn’t think that because they come from 
the Midlands they can’t go on to achieve big 
things. 

“The Queen of England was so overwhelmed 
by my work she gave me three letters,” added 
Mr Wigan, who was given an MBE in 2007 for 
his services to art. 

The sculpture of Noddy is the main attrac¬ 
tion at the exhibition, which features more 
than 20 miniature masterpieces. 

All the works have been created in the eye 
of a needle, set on a plate and mounted under¬ 
neath a microscope inside a perspex bubble. 

After becoming visibly emotional and 


shocked at the likeness of the tiny artwork 
to himself, in which he’s wearing a sharp suit 
and has his trademark wild hair, he warmly 
embraced and thanked the creator. 

Noddy, aged 69, said: “To have someone 
who is at the top of the tree at what they do 
to make something like that, it’s probably the 
biggest honour I’ve ever had, and I’ve been a 
professional in the music industry for 50 years. 
He is the biggest and the best in the world at 
what he does. 

“When I look at it, it is me! When I saw that 
he’d done it I had to come and see it in the 
flesh, and it is just brilliant. I am honoured 
that he has done this for me.” 

Mayor of Wolverhampton Ian Brookfield 
and city MP Rob Marris were among the ad¬ 
mirers of Willard’s work at the exhibition, as 
well as West Midlands stars Jemma Bird, of 
The Apprentice fame, drummer Fuzz Town- 


shend, singer Connie Talbot from Britain’s 
Got Talent and voice artist Marc Silk. 

On his incredible work of Noddy, Willard 
said: “When I set about to do this, I thought 
is there anybody worth me putting in the eye 
of a needle? 

“There are a few, but I thought is there an¬ 
yone from my hometown that has made such a 
big influence on the world. Someone from the 
West Midlands. 

“Then I thought, I know who he is, because 
my mum keeps singing his songs every Christ¬ 
mas! She’s passed away now but I still here 
her singing his songs. 

“His name is Noddy Holder, one of the 
greatest rock legends of all time. 

“I wanted to make the biggest, smallest trib¬ 
ute to the man on this earth.” 

He added: “Noddy has had that massive im¬ 
pact on the world that will live on forever, this 
huge legacy. 

“I thought about putting the whole band in 
the eye of a needle, I could have done it.” 

Other works on display include Jesus Christ 
with his disciples at the last supper, trees 
depicting the four seasons and the evolution 
of man. There are are also sculptures of Fro¬ 
zen characters Elsa and Olaf, UFC superstar 
Conor McGregor, Bugs Bunny and Mario and 
Luigi among the intricate pieces. 

Willard added: “The message is to never 
underestimate something small. I was told 
by my schoolteachers that I would amount to 
nothing, I would be cleaning out bins because 
I was stupid. I was used as an advert for failure 
because I had a learning difficulty.” 

He cites his mother as one of his biggest in¬ 
spirations. He said: “She always said you can 
say a lot but mean nothing, or you can say a 
few words that mean a lot.” 

To create such tiny artwork, Willard has to 
work between heartbeats and become relaxed 
into a meditative state, as the smallest move¬ 
ment can destroy his work. 

The tools used to create the sculpture were 
personally manipulated and fashioned by Wil¬ 
lard to include as a chisel - a shard of diamond; 
and a syringe as a style of holder. 

The hair of an aphid fly was then used to fi¬ 
nally paint the sculpture, whilst using the claw 
of the fly to hold him still whilst applying the 
paint. The exhibition runs until May 2. 



/ Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 

























SUPPLY OR FITTING AVAILABLE I ALL AT TRADE PRICES I TOP QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 


6TH APRIL AT NEW SQUARE 


TOP QUALITY AT TRADE PRICES 

0121 501 3555 

Unit 10 Belfont Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill 
Halesowen B62 8DR 

www.diannakitchens-bedrooms.co.uk 

info@diannakitchens-bedrooms.co.uk 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


Shopping, Food, Fashion, Movies, 
Events, and so much more. 

Q D newsquarewestbromwich.co.uk 


The myth of Ell Intelligence sharing Garden city, 

truth or Lye? 


EUROPE abounds with myths and legends 
and when these are only confined to litera¬ 
ture, they are absorbing reading. 

However, when myths are spread by gov¬ 
ernments with a particular agenda to spin, 
that is quite another matter. I have always 
thought that the propaganda that being in 
the EU means that intelligence/security 
services cooperate, share information and 
thereby defeat those wishing to reduce us to 
our basic atoms is total balderdash. 

As in France and currently, sadly in Bel¬ 
gium, it is clear that co-ordination and shar¬ 


ing of intelligence across the EU is at best 
very poor (in Belgium, even between police 
and intelligence services). 

Furthermore, that much-admired EU pol¬ 
icy of free movement never mentions free 
movement of jihadis, bomb-making equip¬ 
ment and arms across Europe. Once inside 
the porous EU’s Mediterranean borders, 
movement of these murderous psychopaths 
together with their equipment is made eas¬ 
ier. 

A M ETHERIDGE 

Dudley 


Friday not LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

as Good 
as it was 


POST 


HAVE people forgot the 
meaning of Good Friday? 

When I was growing up 
40 years ago all that was 
open was shops selling wet 
fish and veg. 

There were no other 
shops open - no cinemas, no 
buses ran till after 4pm, pro¬ 
grammes on TV were all re¬ 
ligious and not the rubbish 
that’s on these days. Public 
houses were only open after 
6pm. 

Every shop nowadays is 
money grabbing. It was nice 
walking down the town to 
do window shopping with 
most of them shut and most 
had Easter eggs in and my 
children would see how 
many they could find to re¬ 
ceive a prize and all money 
made would go to the local 
hospital. 

Most streets would do an 
Easter egg hunt and there 
were prizes. 

They do nothing nowa¬ 
days for the children. They 
just stay indoors watch¬ 
ing TV or playing on com¬ 
puters. We had fun in the 
1950s/60s/70s, it’s no fun 
these days for children. 

J ROBERTS 
Stourbridge 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


The commuters are 
ruining town trade 


MY business partner and 
I, along with two clients, 
watched as two traffic en¬ 
forcement officers took 
photos and gave parking 
fines to two drivers who had 
parked in the road in Rose¬ 
ville, Coseley. 

Yes, I admit they had 
parked on yellow lines but 
anyone who either owns 
a business in Coseley, or 
tries to come to Roseville to 
use the shops, will I’m sure 
agree that getting a parking 
space anywhere near is vir¬ 
tually impossible. 

And the reason being is 
because the railway users 
are now taking over virtu¬ 
ally every space available, 
just leaving the odd one here 
and there and that’s if you 
can get into the space they 
have left that they expect 


someone to be able to wedge 
into. 

If you park on the library 
one of their workers tells 
you to get off, or leaves lit¬ 
tle notes on your car if he 
doesn’t want to tell you face- 
to-face. 

My question is this - why 
should we pay when we’re 
using the shops and the 
railway users get off scot- 
free when they either work 
miles away or do their shop¬ 
ping elsewhere by train. 

I think now it’s time the 
council does something be¬ 
fore our shops close due to 
lack of custom and Coseley 
becomes just one massive 
car park. 

D BUNCE 
Roseville 


I was surprised and delight¬ 
ed to learn of the possibility 
that the small Black Coun¬ 
try town of my birth, Lye, 
or The Lye to give it its full 
name, was to become a gar¬ 
den city. 

I was only slightly dis¬ 
appointed to learn that 
Lye was only going to be 
part of the new metropolis, 
along with some portions 
of Dudley Port and Wolver¬ 
hampton. Never mind, it all 
sounds wonderful. 

I am not sure where the 
city centre will be, maybe 
Pensnett should put itself 
forward as it has St Mark’s 
Church, known as the cathe¬ 
dral of the Black Country. 
Will we get a new football 
team? Where will the coun¬ 
cillors and the mayor meet? 

We must settle for any im¬ 
provements going. 

Can anybody suggest an 
appropriate name for this 
imaginary city? 

A BARRETT 
Kingswinford 

Catch this art 
while you can 

AS theclosure of our art mu¬ 
seum has been confirmed, 
may I suggest that as many 
people as possible get to see 
the room which is given 
over to Dudley’s great artist 
Percy Shakespeare. 

He was a working class 
boy who managed to become 
an internationally acclaimed 
painter before his untimely 
death in World War Two. 

The way his work is dis¬ 
played in a small room of 
this iconic building shows 
the pictures perfectly, and 
should be seen in their nat¬ 
ural place while there is still 
the opportunity. 

R GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 


AFFORDABLE 

KITCHENS I BEDROOMS I OFFICE FURNITURE 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 

EVERYTHING MADE TO ORDER AT TRADE PRICES 

CALL AND DISCUSS YOUR DESIGNS WITH NO OBLIGATION 




0121 423 3883 / 0844 561 7244 Office 


Dianna Kitchens and Bedrooms 


For all your electrical 
needs in your home, 
garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 
Experienced 
electricians NICEIC 
regulated 

Competitive prices/ 
FREE quotations 


• Energy saving LED 
Lighting 

• Fuseboard 
replacements 

• Rewiring 

• Landlord Certification 

• General electrical 
maintenance 


• Supply/install of 
electric roller shutter 
garage doors 

• Electric heating 
systems 

• Inspection & testing 

• Shower upgrades 

• CCTV & intruder 
alarms 


Follow 


us 


on 
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Speeding car killer is given 
a longer prison sentence 


A SPEEDING motorist who was jailed for killing a pedestrian 
has seen his sentence increased by appeal court judges. 

Omar Tariq, aged 31, of Denton Road, Stourbridge, was driving a 
Mercedes E250 which struck 39-year-old Peter Price as he was cross¬ 
ing Hagley Road West, in Quinton, in November 2014. 

Initially Tariq drove on but then stopped and called 999 to get help for the 
injured Mr Price. He went on to claim his girlfriend had been driving but later 
admitted causing death by dangerous driving. 

He was jailed for three years and four months at Wolverhampton Crown 


Asbestos led 
to engineer’s 
death aged 67 

A FATHER-OF-THREE died after 
working in factories with asbestos, an 
inquest heard. 

Surinder Ruprai, from Dudley, had 
worked in several factories in the Mid¬ 
lands during his career as an engineer 
from the early 1970s. 

The 67-year-old enjoyed keeping 
fit but discovered he was losing his 
breath quite easily in 2014. 

After going to the doctors he was 
told he had fluid on his right lung. 
He was diagnosed with mesothelioma 
in September that year, an inquest 
heard. Despite chemotherapy and ra¬ 
diotherapy, he died on March 12. 

Concluding a verdict of death by 
industrial disease, Coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique said: “We have heard how he 
was a proud and loving family man 
who will be sadly missed. 

“As he worked as an engineer in dif¬ 
ferent factories he would have come 
into contact with asbestos. 

“Therefore he died by way of indus¬ 
trial disease.” 


Court but the term has now been in¬ 
creased to four-and-a-half years at the 
Court of Appeal by Lord Justice Gross. 

Tariq was not insured to drive the 
car, which was a courtesy vehicle his 
girlfriend had received, but was ‘keen’ 
to get behind the wheel, the judge said. 

He drove for about 1.7 miles, hitting 
speeds of up to 93mph in a 40mph 
zone, and was travelling at 69mph 
when he hit Mr Price. 

Danger 

“This was not one of those cases 
where momentary inattention results 
in a fatality and the tragic conse¬ 
quences greatly exceed the culpabil¬ 
ity,” said Judge Gross. 

“To the contrary, the central feature 
of this case was prolonged speeding, 
greatly in excess of the limit, and dis¬ 
regarding the great danger to others.” 

Tariq was jailed in January but his 
case was back in court after a refer¬ 
ence by Solicitor General Robert Buck- 
land QC on the basis his sentence was 
too soft. 

Barrister Paul Jarvis, representing 
Mr Buckland, argued that aggravat¬ 
ing features of the case meant the sen¬ 
tence imposed was ‘unduly lenient’. 

Lord Justice Gross, sitting with 
Mr Justice Males and Judge Steven 
Kramer QC, increased the sentence to 
four-and-a-half years. 



Me? Old? Says Nellie, aged 107 


Nellie Cook, formerly of Halesowen, celebrates her 107th Birthday at Prestwood House in Stourbridge 


SHE has seen five reigning monarchs 
and 25 Prime Ministers come and go. 
And even though Nell Cook has just 
turned an incredible 107 years of age, 
she insists she still ‘doesn’t feel old’. 

The former factory worker, who 
lived in Halesowen for 25 years, now 
lives at the Prestwood Nursing Home 
in Prestwood near Stourbridge, wel¬ 
comed in her birthday on Saturday 
with visits from friends and family. 

Miss Cook, who is a keen knitter 
and donates blankets to Mary Stevens 
Hospice in Stourbridge, said: “I don’t 


feel old. But I don’t really know what 
the secret is!” 

Staff at the care home baked her a 
special knitting-themed cake for her 
big day. 

Miss Cook, has outlived all of her 
five siblings and many of their chil¬ 
dren too. 

She was born Ellen Cook on March 
26, 1909, in Birmingham, the daugh¬ 
ter of Amelia and Arthur Cook. The 
family ran a corner shop. 

Miss Cook went straight into work 
after leaving school aged 14. She had 


five brothers and sisters, Edith, Ame¬ 
lia, Ethel, Fred and Arthur. 

She moved to Prestwood in May 
after a fall, having previously spent 25 
years in Halesowen. 

Miss Cook said: “I’d like to thank all 
the staff here for what they do and also 
those from Lyttleton House who came 
and brought presents for me.” 

Miss Cook commented on how much 
society had changed. “The way people 
live their lives now is different to when 
I was younger. Things are so much 
quicker now,” she said. 


Congestion 
as major route 
goes one-way 

MOTORISTS face at least another 
week of roadworks with a main road 
heading into Stourbridge being a tem¬ 
porary one-way route. 

Since Friday traffic has not been 
able to exit the Stourbridge ring road 
onto the A491, meaning motorists 
face detours in an already notoriously 
congested area. 

National Grid is replacing gas 
mains at High Street, Amblecote. The 
work will result in the road becoming 
one-way from Wollaston Road. Motor¬ 
ists will be able to get onto the ring 
road via Amblecote but traffic will not 
be able to go in the opposite direction. 

Lengthy diversions have been set 
up which will mean drivers heading 
north towards Wordsley will have to 
head down Bridgnorth Road, onto 
Wollaston’s High Street and join Wol¬ 
laston Road before finally being able 
to get back onto the A491. 

Essential 

It is likely to mean a major head¬ 
ache for people heading out of Stour¬ 
bridge at rush hour. 

The work was due to begin over the 
Easter weekend but National Grid 
said it expects the work to continue 
until at least April 10. 

National Grid spokeswoman Jane 
Taylor said: “We apologise for any 
disruption this causes for motorists 
but we can assure them that the work 
is essential.” 


Warehouse conversion 
plan to create 16 flats 

A DERELICT warehouse near Stour¬ 
bridge will be converted into flats un¬ 
der new plans. 

A total of 16 flats would be created 
on the former Billinge Holdings site in 
Careless Green, Wollescote, which has 
been empty since 2010. 

The plans have been recommended 
for approval with a final decision ex¬ 
pected to be made by Dudley Council’s 
planning committee on Monday, April 
4. 


ONLY MIDLANDS MANUFACTURER 

We invite you to come along and see how 
the windows are made & also see all our 
products on display in the showroom 



WANT TO USE YOUR 
CONSERVATORY ALL 
YEAR ROUND? 

Too HOT in summer? 
Too ID in winter? 

Replace your existing roof with 
a Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat 

• Fitting Teams available 


ALSO AMAZING OFFERS 
ON WINDOWS, DOORS 
AND CONSERVATORIES 
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Supa 


MimAMDS LTD 


0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com / 
sales@supalitemidlands.com 

‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted ‘Pictures for illustration purposes only 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 


Diamond 

Home Care 

Quality Care. In Your OWN Home 

Our service is based on individual needs and circumstances, 
however, some general services we offer include: 

We cover: HALESOWEN, CRADLEY HEATH, STOURBRIDGE, 
BRIERLEY HILL AND SURROUNDING AREAS 
From 15min Monitor Visits To 24hr CARE 
and everything inbetween! 

OFFERING PEACE OF MIND KNOWING 
WE ARE THERE TO HELP 
Care Quality Commission Registered 


• Personal Care 

• Preparation of meals/snacks 

• Domestic Support 

• Shopping 

• Medication Assistance 

• Community Support 

• Sitting Service - Day or Night 




A 



For More Info Call Our Friendly Team On: 

0121 667 1499 I We have experienced office perso nel who are on the 

I telephone 24/7 to help deal with any situation/query 

Web: www.diamondhomecare.co.uk i £ ^ 



Free of Charge Vertjca| & Ro||er B|jn(|s 


New season fabrics 
now available 





• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory 
Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 


* Curved Tracks for 
Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

08005875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 

(item g]^ 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 












































Sickening attack 
on a blind victim 



Find this man - this is the suspect wanted in connection with 
the attack on a blind man as he was being guided to a car 

AN ATTACKER who sprayed an acidic substance into the 
face of a blind man is being hunted by police. 

This is the man (pictured) who is wanted in connection 
with the attack on the defenceless victim in Halesowen. 

The 54-year-old was being guided to the passenger seat 
of a car parked on Belgrave Road, Shell Corner, when the 
attacker approached and squirted a liquid into his eyes. 

The substance caused a painful burning sensation and 
the man was taken to hospital. He was treated for minor 
injuries and later discharged but has been left terrified fol¬ 
lowing the sickening attack. 

The liquid was analysed by experts and found to have an 
acidic PH level. Police chiefs said they believe it may have 
been a targeted attack. They have now called for anyone 
who recognises the attacker to come forward to help them 
track him down. The attack happened at around 4pm on 
February 1. In the images, he is seen wearing a black track- 
suit, a grey woolly hat, dark sunglasses and a black scarf. 

Contact Pc Surinder Sangha at Smethwick Police Station 
on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. 


Campaign 
to combat 
diabetes 
risk factor 


NEW projects aimed at helping people at 
risk of developing Type 2 diabetes is being 
launched in Sandwell and Dudley. 

They are two of 27 areas across the country due to 
begin offering the scheme, which included help with 
healthy eating and exercise programmes. 

The schemes are part of the national NHS Diabetes Pre¬ 


vention Programme aimed 
at helping patients change 
their lifestyles. GPs will in¬ 
vite people they know to be 
at high risk to enrol. 

There is currently almost 
100,000 people in Birming¬ 
ham, Sandwell and Solihull 
with Type 2 diabetes, which 
is said to be largely pre¬ 
ventable through lifestyle 
changes. Around 150,000 
are thought to be at risk. 

Prevention 

The new programme is 
being led by Birmingham 
South Central Clinical Com¬ 
missioning Group. Chair¬ 
man Andrew Coward, who 
is also a GP in Kings Nor¬ 
ton, said: “Since we started 
our pilot prevention pro¬ 
gramme a year ago, we have 
seen targeted support make 
significant improvements to 
the health and wellbeing of 
our communities. It’s great 


By Heather Large 

news that similar help will 
now be available across 
Birmingham, Sandwell and 
Solihull. 

“In the next 20 years 
alone there will be an excess 
of 700,000 cancer cases at¬ 
tributable to obesity, mak¬ 
ing the case for prevention 
an absolute necessity.” 

Dr Kiran Patel, medical 
director at NHS England 
West Midlands, said: “Obe¬ 
sity and lifestyle-related is¬ 
sues have taken their toll. 
The complications of dia¬ 
betes cost society and the 
NHS £10bn a year. This pro¬ 
gramme will get advice and 
practical help to a group of 
people who can drastically 
reduce their risk of devel¬ 
oping the condition and 
associated complications, 
including amputation and 
blindness.” 



BTF Cleaning Services has been established for over 15 years, 
carrying out external cleaning services for commercial and 
domestic customers across the Midlands 



Concrete imprint drives Our team of professionals 
repaired/coloured and sealed e ZZTandTZds 


All UPVC 
professionally 
cleaned including 
gutters / fascias 
/soffits/ 
conservatories/ 
orangeries and 
window frames 


. 

X 

Before 

V 

> 

After 


Block paving and patios jet washed/ 
sanded/ weed killed by the latest flat surface 
cleaning equipment 





www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 ,jRk 
Mob: 07979 211302 



Are you an Experienced Barber with Wet 
Shave Expertise ? 

If so then give us call ? 


Call Kyris today 07972 707316 
9 Hagley Street, Halesowen B63 4PU 

Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 




LADIES AND GENTS 

Leather and 
Sheepskin 

JACKETS IN THE SHOP. 


.♦ i 


leather » 
sheepskin 


t /-' \ ■ v j 


0121 552 1286 



uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully 
Fitted from £460 I * y j 
Windows from £180 
Conservatories from £4495 
French Doors from £700 
Patio Doors from £750 


,Wes^PH 
Midlands 
D0 LE| 
(GLAZING] 


FENSA 


Fully Fitted 

from £700 
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ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


For more information call us now on 


or visit our website at 


□ itiHd 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm ^ w ' 


storm 
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I Home Pro I 

















Goat-to attraction is 
zoo over Easter holiday 


DUDLEY Zoo has geared up for a 
busy Easter period, including the 
unveiling of two new attractions. 

The school holidays kicked off in 
style with the opening of Flamingo 
Falls and Macaques on the Bank. 

The new £120,000 attraction Fla¬ 
mingo Falls will see the existing 
exhibit enhanced to create a much 
bigger pool and a larger indoor area 
with a viewing space to get a real 
close-up. 

There is also a chance to win a 
year-long adoption for Maisie the 
giant rabbit - who tips the scales at 
a whopping 14Ibs - by taking part 
in the annual Easter bunny trail 
around the zoo. 

Marketing manager Andrea 
Hales said: “We’ve got lots lined up 
throughout the holidays to make 
your day out really egg-cellent. 
There’s something for all ages to 


enjoy as well as the chance to get 
close to some of the world’s rarest 
animals, while learning about our 
important conservation work during 
our daily talks and animal feeds.” 

Elsewhere across the 40-acre site, 
visitors can meet a pair of newborn 
African pygmy goats and new¬ 
ly-hatched chicks as well as rabbits, 
chickens, ducks and pigs on the zoo’s 
own farm. 

There are also Easter card craft¬ 
ing activities in the barn and col¬ 
ouring fun in the Oak Kitchen at 
the Queen Mary Restaurant, where 
youngsters can design their Easter 
egg while mum and dad tuck into 
cakes and snacks. 

Visitors will have extra time to see 
their favourite animals as the zoo 
has adopted its summer hours, with 
last entry at 4pm and the site closing 
90 minutes later. 



Senior keeper Lesley Lewis with some of the farm animals, including the zoo’s twin African pygmy goats 


Diversity awareness 
TV award for Lenny 

SIR Lenny Henry has been awarded a surprise fellow¬ 
ship of the Royal Television Society at its Programme 
Awards for his work raising awareness of the need for 
diversity in the industry. 

The Dudley-born comedian and actor was also pre¬ 
sented with the Judges’ Award in recognition of his 
commitment to increasing minority representation in 
the industry. 

He won particular praise for his 2014 Bafta Televi¬ 
sion lecture on the topic. That saw him criticise British 
TV hits including Broadchurch, Miranda and Midsomer 
Murders for being ‘too white’. 

He said the shows had fewer black actors than similar 
US programmes and were not representative of modern 
Britain and also warned that British black actors may 
leave the UK to find work in America. 

Accepting the two awards, Sir Lenny said: “I’m so 
truly humbled by this, thank you so much for the fellow¬ 
ship. I’m truly hopeful that this award is a pan-industry 
acknowledgement that diversity must be at the heart of 
our industry now and most importantly in the future.” 
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Aldi bosses 
looking out 



for 50 

apprentices 


ALDI is looking to recruit 50 apprentices in 
the West Midlands this year with more than a 
dozen shops in the Black Country to benefit. 

The company will have more than 700 apprentice¬ 
ship vacancies for branches across the UK, as part 
of its apprenticeship scheme. 

In the West Midlands, there will be vacancies in Dudley, 
Netherton, Brierley Hill and Halesowen. Apprentices will 


also be recruited at shops 
in Oldbury, Stourbridge, 
Wednesfield and Wolver¬ 
hampton . 

Applications for the 
scheme opened earlier this 
month to coincide with the 
start of National Appren¬ 
ticeship Week, and will close 
in October. 

Marius Manolescu, re¬ 
gional managing director 
at Aldi, said: “The Aldi Ap¬ 
prenticeship Scheme has 
been hugely successful in 
delivering hundreds of roles 
for dedicated people nation¬ 
wide in the four years since 
we launched the scheme. 

Opportunity 

“We’re now looking for 
a record number of candi¬ 
dates to join one of the most 
dynamic and fast-growing 
retailers in the UK, with a 
proven track record in de¬ 
veloping and progressing its 
staff. 

“Aldi’s apprentices are 
given real responsibility 
from day one, with the op¬ 
portunity to learn about the 
business from a grassroots 
level, and we expect our re¬ 
cruits to progress to a man¬ 
agement position with us.” 

Successful apprentices 
will be trained in all aspects 
of retail management dur- 


By Lisa Wright 

ing their three-year course, 
which features a mixture of 
in-store and theory work. 

The scheme offers store 
assistant training in year 
one and store management 
training in years two and 
three with a salary of £5.40 
per hour rising to £7.85 per 
hour. 

Apprentices will also re¬ 
ceive a Retail Apprentice¬ 
ship Level 3 qualification. 

People can apply for the 
scheme online at www. 
aldirecruitment.co.uk/ap 
prentice website. 

The German supermarket 
giant announced last month 
that it will create 5,000 jobs 
and open 80 new shops this 
year under expansion plans. 

In the West Midlands, 
Aldi is bringing new shops 
to Lye and the is also mov¬ 
ing onto the former site of 
Dudley’s King Arthur pub, 
which was demolished to 
make way for the store. 

Plans have also been re¬ 
vealed by the firm for a store 
to be built in Great Barr, 
which would create around 
40 jobs. 

The firm said it would be 
creating almost 350 jobs in 
the West Midlands. 


Failure to cut beer 
tax criticised by MEP 

WEST Midlands Euro MP Bill Etheridge has criticised the 
failure to cut beer duty as another nail in the coffin of the 
pub industry. 

The chancellor froze duty on beer and cider in the 
budget, despite calls from within the industry to cut it. The 
UK has the second highest rate in Europe. 

According to the British Beer and Pub Association, 
BBPA, almost 20,000 pubs have been lost since 1982. 

The West Midlands UKIP MEP, who is also a councillor 
for Sedgley, said: “The chancellor has missed a golden op¬ 
portunity to rescue a struggling industry which provides 
many jobs, particularly for our younger people. 

“Why should beer duty in the UK be 13 times higher 
than that of Germany? Failure to slash the beer tax in this 
budget is another nail in the coffin of the pub industry.” 

UK drinkers pay 52p per pint in tax, one of Europe’s 
highest rates, while Germany pays only 4p tax per pint. 



Modern large brown faux leather sofa. 

WAS £999 SALEJ499' 


Painted & oak finish table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £929 SALE £749" 


Natural oak effect triple door robe. 

WAS £399 SALE £269- 


Silentnight Miracoil luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £649 SALE £399- 


£349 


SAVE 

£650 


,£499 


SAVE 

£430 


£199 £200 *£349 


SAVE 

£300 




Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


LLIAM&S0NS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


We’ll not be beaten on Price! That’s our ‘Price Promise’ to you! 

Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 

ViitiNM Baker •band; MyutV rauch | | Q —•/. ti s WAPE 

0% APR 0<>/ ° APR Representative 'Deferred interest free credit offer available on orders over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 
representative Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&0E. 
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Old luggage 
evokes the 
golden age 
of travelling 


ANTIQUES AND 

n 

COLLECTIBLES^ 

UN 


THERE is nothing quite so evocative of 
travelling in days gone by as pieces of 
vintage luggage. 

No matter how battered and worn they are, they still 
conjure up images of rail travel in its heyday, car trips 
to the seaside, ocean voyages aboard a luxury liner and 
even early plane flights. 

Today they look great displayed in the home and 
always provide a talking point - plus they offer extra 
storage space. 

Old suitcases and trunks are especially of interest if 
they still feature labels from trips in days of yore and 
if they are personalised with name and address details. 

Look out for hat boxes, 
vanity cases, carpet bags 
(think Mary Poppins) 
and sets of matching lug¬ 
gage - even blanket boxes 
used for travel purposes, 
especially those with lit¬ 
tle brass name plates. 

Smaller items will in¬ 
clude travel perfume sets, 
complete with little glass 
bottles, and gentlemen’s leather grooming bags. 

Any item of luggage carrying ‘famous’ labels, linking 
it to a voyage with White Star or Cunard for example, 
will be of great interest to collectors so if you are keen 
to buy be prepared to spend quite a bit. 

It is still possible to find luggage that once belonged 
to ocean liner personnel, such as seaman’s trunks, 
again these may prove pricey but they look terrific in 
almost any room. 

And of course there are maker names to look out for, 
such as Louis Vuitton, Gucci and Prada. 

Louis Vuitton founded his legendary company in 
1845, opening a packing and box-making workshop in 
Paris and going on to make stackable trunks suitable 
for rail travel. 

He quickly became successful, expanding his work¬ 
shop and earning a bronze medal at Napoleon’s Expo¬ 
sition Universelle in 1867. 

In 1872 he introduced a red and beige striped canvas 
trunk, sold as a luxury item, and the rest is history. 
His son Georges took over the company in 1892, cre¬ 
ating the company’s famous logo of flowers, diamonds 
and circles, and in 1914 the Louis Vuitton building 
became the big- 
gest travel 
goods store in 
the world with 
Coco Chanel as 
its patron, and 
travel bags that 
remain popu¬ 
lar today such 
as the Steamer 
bag, the Keepall 
and the Papil- 
lon were manu¬ 
factured. 

Now a worldwide company, Prada began life in Milan 
in 1913, when Mario Prada started to produce shoes, 
handbags and trunks. 

The famous Prada suitcase was initially manufac¬ 
tured from walrus skin but as travel by plane became 
more popular lighter bags were needed. 

The company went into decline during the 1970s but 
was revitalised in 1979 when Miuccia Prada became 
head of the family business, introducing luxury tote 
bags and backpacks, and now of course the name Prada 
is synonymous with high-fashion luggage. 

Guccio Gucci worked as a young man at the Savoy 
Hotel in London during the 1920s and was very im¬ 
pressed by the high-quality luggage owned by guests - 
so much so that he returned to his native Italy to start 
a small luggage company in Florence. 

He made luggage and other luxury leather travel 
goods, expanding during the 1930s and using canvas 
rather than leather when the latter was scarce during 
the war. 

Once again now a famous worldwide product, Gucci 
luggage was especially popular during the 1960s when 
it was much favoured by the so-called ‘jet set’! 

As always, check the condition of vintage luggage 
before you buy; any damage should be reflected in the 
price. 

Perry and Phillips hold valuation days for 
sale items only every Wednesday 10am until 
4pm at their Mill Street saleroom in Low Town, 
Bridgnorth. Auctions of antiques and collecti¬ 
bles are held on the first Tuesday of each month. 




It’s hard to handle retailers’ lack of care over bags 


THIS week I went shopping with my mother 
to buy an outfit for our son’s - her grandson’s 
- wedding. 

She was handed the garments without a 
carrier bag, unless of course she wanted to 
pay for one! A high-priced outfit was folded 
and pushed across the counter towards us; 
the same happened with the hat and bag. I 
was unhappy: surely clothing companies can 
supply a lovely branded, paper carrier that is 
exempt from the plastic carrier rule? 

It made me wonder how many people are 
actually aware of the rules. The government 
website www.gov.uk states that 5 pence 
must be charged for a bag that is unused, plas¬ 
tic and up to 70 microns thick (a micron is one 
thousandth of a millimeter), has handles, an 
opening and isn’t sealed. 

A retailer is not required by law to charge 
for woven plastic bags or paper bags but can 
voluntarily choose to, and a business is also 
not required to charge for a bag if they have 


STYLE 

FOCUS 


With Janet Timmis 


fewer than 250 full-time employees. You as a 
customer are now expected to carry a reusable 
bag. A bag for life is a bag sold for more than 5 
pence, reusable and should be replaced free of 
charge if returned to the store when worn out. 

You should not be charged for a plastic bag 
when you buy uncooked fish, meat and their 
products, as well as unwrapped food for ani¬ 
mal or human consumption, unwrapped loose 
seeds, flowers, bulbs, roots and stems. The list 
also includes goods contaminated by soil (e.g 
potatoes), unwrapped blades/knives, prescrip¬ 
tion medicines, anything used for a service 
(dry cleaning) and free promotional materials. 


The single-use carrier charge is to re¬ 
duce the amount of plastic carriers caus¬ 
ing danger to animals and littering the 
environment, and the revenue collected 
from their sale goes to good causes. 

This is a good thing, but are businesses 
who are charging when they are not re¬ 
quired by law to do so pushing their cus¬ 
tomers towards online shopping? It is 
part of the good service that would retain 
our patronage to offer an alternative. Re¬ 
tailers could take a leaf out of Primark’s 
book with their free, branded, paper car¬ 
riers. 

We see the words ‘ethical’ and ‘recy¬ 
cling’ everywhere, we are all aware of 
the need to protect the earth. Oxfam 
states that 350,000 tonnes of clothing 
goes to landfill each year, which amounts 
to 9,000 items every five minutes. An 
average household owns approximately 
£4,000 of clothes according to WRAP 



charity and 30 per cent of those items 
have not been worn for over a year. 

We all need to consider how much we 
buy, and how we get rid of our unwanted 
clothes in this throwaway society and 
consider what can be produced from our 
recycled rubbish. 

Plastic bottles can be made into fibre 
for fleece fabric, charity shops gain in¬ 
come for good causes from the clothing 
we discard, and the ‘cash for clothes’ 
businesses send clothing to poorer coun¬ 
tries to be reworn. Consider ‘make, do 
and mend’ - it is the creative amendment 
of existing clothing to make up-to-date 
garments. It is practical and great fun. 

Perhaps we should learn to become a 
giveaway society rather than a throwa¬ 
way society. 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com, www. 
jflgarmentsolutions.co.uk and fol¬ 
low jfllifeandloves on tumblr 


Savings shake-up: how 
will it help our pockets? 



With the Bank of England base rate having stood at a rock bottom low for seven years, the returns on savings have been paltry 


Report by Simon Stone 

A BIG savings shake-up is on its 
way - so how will it help you? 
Here we take a look at what the 
future holds for our finances. 

With the Bank of England base rate 
having stood at a rock bottom low for 
seven years, the returns on offer have 
been paltry. 

By March 2016, the average easy access 
cash ISA was paying a rate of just 1.05%, 
compared with 1.77% in March 2009, ac¬ 
cording to financial information website, 

Moneyfacts.co.uk 

But there is some fresh hope for savers in 
the form of a new personal savings allow¬ 
ance, which will come into force on April 6, 
to coincide with the new tax year. 

WHAT IS THE PERSONAL SAV¬ 
INGS ALLOWANCE? 

The new allowance means most people 
will no longer pay tax on the interest they 
earn on their savings pots. 

Banks and building societies will stop de¬ 
ducting tax from account interest. 

If you are a basic rate taxpayer you will 
be able to earn up to £1,000 in savings in¬ 
terest tax-free, while higher rate taxpayers 
will be able to earn up to £500. 

WHAT COUNTS AS SAVINGS IN¬ 
TEREST UNDER THE NEW RULES? 

Savings income includes account interest 
from bank and building society accounts, as 
well as accounts with some other providers, 
such as credit unions and Treasury-backed 
National Savings and Investments (NS&I). 

It also includes some other types of in¬ 
come, such as that from government or 
company bonds. 

WILL INTEREST FROM ISAS BE 
INCLUDED? 

Money held in tax-free ISAs will not 
count towards the allowance as this cash is 
already ring-fenced from the taxman. 

DO I NEED TO DO ANYTHING TO 
CLAIM MY ALLOWANCE? 

No. But if you are a basic rate taxpayer 
and earn interest of more than £1,000, or 
a higher-rate taxpayer earning interest of 
more than £500, you will still have to pay 
some tax on this. 

If this is the case, HM Revenue and Cus¬ 
toms (HMRC) will normally collect the tax 
by changing your tax code. Banks and build¬ 
ing societies will give HMRC the informa¬ 
tion they need to do this. 

IS IT STILL WORTH PAYING INTO 
AN ISA? 

There are already quite a few places out¬ 
side an ISA where you can find decent rates 
- for example, several current accounts now 
offer rates of 3%, 4% and 5%. 

But, while interest rates generally are 
low, it’s also important to consider what 
will happen when rates eventually start to 
increase - and the amount of cash you earn 
in interest also starts to go up. 

It could mean more of your personal sav¬ 
ings allowance gets used up, and you may 
start to go over it and be liable for tax on 


your savings once more. Once money is in 
an ISA meanwhile, it is ring-fenced from 
the taxman for good, until it is withdrawn. 

And there was a boost for ISA savers in 
the recent Budget. 

It was announced that the total annual 
amount you are allowed to save into ISAs 
will increase, from its current level of 
£15,240 to £20,000 from April 2017. 

It’s also worth considering saving into a 
new Lifetime Isa, details of which were also 
announced in the Budget. 

The new Lifetime ISA accounts, set to 
be available by April 2017, can be opened 
by people aged between 18 and 40, and any 
savings they put in before their 50th birth¬ 
day will receive an added 25 per cent gov¬ 
ernment bonus. 

Bonus 

This means 25p will be added by the Gov¬ 
ernment for each £1 put in by the saver up, 
until the age of 50. 

The new Lifetime ISA accounts, in which 
people will be able to save up to £4,000 a 
year, are intended as a way for younger peo¬ 
ple to save for their first home, and their re¬ 


tirement, in the same pot. The new scheme 
will mean that over their lifetime, savers 
putting £128,000 away will be able to get a 
bonus of up to £32,000, plus any growth on 
their investments. 

The UK Government also launched Help 
to Buy ISAs, which help first-time buyers 
save for a deposit by offering a bonus. 

The maximum Government bonus from 
a Help to Buy ISA is £3,000. To receive 
that, someone will need to have saved 
£ 12 , 000 . 

Mortgages 

Meanwhile, one in five mortgage holders 
would be forced to make spending cutbacks 
if interest rates started rising - and one in 
14 would seriously struggle to cope - a re¬ 
port has found. 

Half of people surveyed for Nationwide 
Mortgages said they were already using 
credit cards and overdrafts to fund every¬ 
day spending, including food bills. 

If rates moved at all, 20% said they 
would have to cut back on spending and 
a further 7% believed it would leave them 
seriously struggling. 


Nearly one in five (18%) of the 2,000 
homeowners with mortgages surveyed had 
no rainy day fund to call on in case of emer¬ 
gencies. 

House prices surged by 7.9% annually 
in January to reach a new record high of 
£292,000 on average across the UK, official 
figures show. 

A first-time buyer faces paying 7.7% 
more for a property than a year earlier, 
with the average price paid for a starter 
home standing at £222,000 in January 
2016, according to the report from the Of¬ 
fice for National Statistics (ONS). 

Property website Rightmove recently 
said the average asking price for a home 
has passed the £300,000 milestone across 
England and Wales for the first time. 

FINANCIAL FACT 

For every savings rate on the market 
that increased in February, around 20 
were cut, according to Moneyfacts.co.uk 

In February, Moneyfacts recorded 12 
savings rate rises - and 235 rate decreases 
- with some deals falling by as much as 
0.74%. 





























Bourbon soaked 
southern sounds 


ALBUMS 



White Denim - their sound is a modern update of classic 70s southern rock 


by Leon Burakowski 


TEXAN outfit White Denim 
deliver the kind of soulful 
southern rock that ruled su¬ 
preme on TV’s The Old Grey 
Whistle Test back in the mid- 
1970s. 

Think Allman Bros, Little Feat, Lynyrd 
Skynyrd but add more contemporary 
influences such as The Black Keys and 
Kings of Leon as this Austin band of¬ 
fer a sixth album, Stiff, that should win 
many new fans. 

Opening track Had 2 Know echoes 
classic rock with it’s Reelin’ In The 
Years guitar on a riff that sounds like 
a revamp of the Rockford Files theme. 
Ha Ha Ha Ha (Yeah) has a real swagger 
with a Led Zep-like riff, while Holda You 
(I’m Psycho) has a strong Creedence 
Clearwater Revival feel. 

Singer guitarist James Petralli show¬ 
cases his sweet soul vocal on the aptly 
entitled Take It Easy (Ever After Last¬ 
ing Love) and on the swampy (I’m The 
One) Big Big Fun. Real Deal Momma 
pays homage to the organ-led 60s Tex¬ 
an beat sound of Sir Douglas Quintet 
and Mirrored In Reverse boasts a mon¬ 
ster southern boogie riff. 

It’s retro sounding stuff but if you like 
your music bourbon soaked and hicko¬ 
ry smoked, this is sure to please. 

Talking retro, Teddy Thompson - 
son of British folk legends Richard and 
Linda - teams up with female American 
singer Kelly Jones for harmonious du¬ 
ets in the style of the Everly Brothers 
and Buddy Holly on Little Windows. 

Highlights include country ballads 
Better At Lying and You Took My Fu¬ 
ture, honky tonk chugger Only Fooling 
and rockabilly number You Can’t Call 
Me Baby. At their best, the duo are 
reminiscent of Emmylou Harris and 


Gram Parsons in the early 70s. Teddy 
Thompson & Kelly Jones are in concert 
at Birmingham Glee Club on May 4. 

Welsh singer-songwriter Meilyr 
Jones, formerly of the band Race 
Horses, returns with an English lan¬ 
guage album, 2013, inspired by a trip 
to Rome. His baroque pop is akin to 
such mavericks as The Divine Come¬ 
dy’s Neil Hannon, Kevin Rowland and 
sometime collaborator Gruff Rhys, of 
cult Welsh band Super Furry Animals. 

Highlights include the whimsical 
Don Juan with its flutes and harpsi- 
chord-like keyboards, the philosoph¬ 
ical musings of Love and the Dexys 
meet Primal Scream stomp of How To 
Recognise A Work of Art. 

Meilyr Jones is in concert at Birming¬ 
ham city centre’s Sunflower Lounge on 
April 27. 

London-based Rosie Lowe creates 
an impressive synth-soul album on her 
sophisticated debut Control, lyrical¬ 
ly dealing with the harsh and some¬ 
times brutal realities of love and rela¬ 
tionships from a female perspective. 
Fidgety electronics are kept in check 
within lush soundscapes that enhance 


Lowe’s smooth vocal with dreamlike 
atmospheres. Lowe also produced her 
album, alongside Kwabs and Jessie 
Ware producer Dave Okuma. Check 
her out if you like The XX. 

Quirky Japanese pop-punk female 
trio Shonen Knife celebrate their 35th 
anniversary with a typically cartoonish 
punk offering on Adventure, including 
the Ramones-inspired Rock ‘N’ Roll 
T-Shirt (it sounds like Rock ‘n’ roll Rho¬ 
desia). Shonen Knife are at Birming¬ 
ham’s Academy 3 venue on April 16. 

Three years on from debut Absolute 
Zero, Irish outfit Little Green Cars 
return with a captivating second al¬ 
bum of emotional semi-acoustic rock, 
Ephemera. 

Featuring the plaintive Neil Young¬ 
like tones of Stevie Appleby and more 
strident Annie Lennox-like vocal of 
Faye O’Rourke, this Dublin band spe¬ 
cialise in stripped back emotive songs, 
warm harmonies and introspection. 
The moody What Women Do is a fine 
showcase for O’Rourke, as is The 
Garden of Death for Appleby. Check 
them out if you like Fleetwood Mac or 
Crowded House. 


Russians deliver a traditional classic 
for a Grand night of ballet heritage 


Swan Lake, Wolverhampton Grand 

THE most famous of all ballets was 
performed to a packed house at Wol¬ 
verhampton Grand Theatre as The 
Russian Ballet State Ballet of Siberia 
delivered a solid, very traditional ver¬ 
sion of Swan Lake. 

It was refreshing to hear Tchaik¬ 
ovsky’s gorgeous music performed by 
the company’s own orchestra, under 
the baton of Alexander Yudasin, as the 
Krasnoyarsk-based troupe are one of 


the very few dance companies to tour 
with orchestra. 

The costumes and sets were a little 
old fashioned but traditional values 
and heritage are part of the Russian 
character. 

Sergei Bobrov’s company are very 
well drilled, extremely strong and 
athletic but lacking somewhat in con¬ 
veying emotion. 

Even with up to 25 dancers on stage, 
the performers were so precise in their 


positions on the relatively small stage 
that it never looked too crowded or at 
risk of a swan pile-up. 

Mana Kuwabara was excellent 
in the dual role of bewitched swan 
princess Odette and her wicked al¬ 
ter-ego Odile. With her flashing eyes 
and lightning fast pirouettes, it was 
no surprise that her glamorous black 
swan persona seduced Ivan Karnauk¬ 
hov’s Prince Siegfried. 

Leon Burakowski 


Ellie will 
be missed 
by the fans 

Ellie Goulding, 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

PRINCIPAL support John 
Newman’s Calvin Har¬ 
ris-infused Blame had the 
crowd pumped up even be¬ 
fore the main attraction. 
Goulding rose to the stage 
on a hydraulic platform. 
With dubious fashion sense 
of shorts with Doc Marten 
boots, attention soon turned 
to her melodic voice but she 
appeared to be straining 
with Holding On For Life, 
despite a heartfelt delivery. 

The set was only four 
songs in when she had the 
crowd bouncing with an¬ 
other Calvin Harris collab¬ 
oration, Outside. From here 
on in, Goulding grew into 
the performance. 

The Hereford-born 
29-year-old is planning a 
self-imposed exile at the end 
of this Delirium tour. She 
will be missed. Songs from 
third album Delirium in¬ 
cluded a beautiful acoustic 
version of Devotion and an 
up tempo Codes, as well as 
previous hits Halcyon, Fig¬ 
ure Eight and Explosions 
among them. The encore 
began with her version of 
Elton John’s Your Song. 

Mark Shipp 


REVIEWS 



‘We’re all in this together’ says David Carlyle’s mayor, left, with Richard Clews at the Rep 

This frenetic farce passes its 
inspection with flying colours 


The Government Inspector, 
Birmingham Rep 

LET’S hope that this fast-paced farce, di¬ 
rected by the Rep’s artistic director Roxana 
Silbert, gets a life beyond its short UK tour 
- because it was the most eye-wateringly hi¬ 
larious night in the theatre I have enjoyed 
since the all-conquering West End hit One 
Man Two Guvnors. 

Adapted by David Harrower from the 
19th century Russian play by Nikolai Gogol, 
this comedy is about the panic that ensues 
among corrupt civic leaders of a small Rus¬ 
sian town when they learn a Government 
inspector is secretly visiting them in their 


‘beyond the back of beyond’ settlement. 
Things get even more chaotic when they 
mistake a boastful waster from the big city 
for the all-important civil servant. 

Made as part of the Ramps On The Moon 
project, the cast of disabled and non-disa¬ 
bled actors created an excellent ensemble. 

Highlights of this dark comic treat in¬ 
cluded David Carlyle’s frenetic performance 
as the mayor, brining to mind both Leonard 
Rossiter’s slippery Rigsby and John Cleese 
in full-on bonkers Basil mode. As a pomp¬ 
ous posh chancer, Robin Morrissey recalled 
Richard E Grant as vainglorious Withnail. 

Leon Burakowski 
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Superior Collection 

ONE DAY 
160% OFF 
SALE 


Every Carpet Fitted FREE 


PLUS UP TO 4 YEARS’ 0% 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT 





ONE DAY ONLY OFFER 

THIS SATURDAY 

ONLY £199 

Was £396 Then £249 

Chicago 4'6" Double Bed A modem looking fabric 
bed, with button-backed headboard Upholstered 
in polyester, available in charcoal and grey finish. 



Mattress available at extra cost, Accessories not included, 


HUGE CHOICE OF LAMINATE & VINYL 

FROM ONLY £7.16k/p 


FREE CUSTOMER BENEFIT PACK FREE FITTING*, 
DELIVERY, MEASURING AND ESTIMATES 



132 Wellington Rd, Dudley, West Mids, DY1 1UB 
Telephone 01384 259966 


CARPETS 

Ennmn& beds 


Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, 

Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate 
wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors. tUnited Carpets 
Woodfloor and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as VI2 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is provided by external finance companies as 
determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. 10% deposit. 
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One of the pictures of the then Princess Elizabeth at Castle Bromwich in 1949 Hazel seen as a young woman during the 1940s A group of women, including Hazel, back, third from left, at the E&S in the 1940s 



The printing presses in action at Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton, bringing the news to a 1940s readership 


Hazel's birthday hope for 
extensive digital archive 


A FORMER newspaper li¬ 
brarian who was responsible 
for cataloguing thousands of 
historic photographs cele¬ 
brated her 90th birthday re¬ 
cently. 

And she believes there would 
be no better present than to see 
the Chronicle’s sister paper, the 
Express & Star’s latest photo ar¬ 
chive campaign be successful - so 
generations to come can learn 
about the area and enjoy the nos¬ 
talgia of looking back on iconic 
moments in time. 

Hazel Jones, who lives in Penn, 
worked at the newspaper’s HQ in 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton for 
seven years from when she finished 
school in 1942. Her duties included 
storing and maintaining an archive of 
photographs that today encompasses 
one million images dating back more 
than a century. 

Now, she is backing the E&S’s bid to 
digitise the collection, preserving them 
for generations to come. The plan, 


MEMORY LANE 

set up with the university of Wolver¬ 
hampton and WAVE - the museums, 
galleries and archives of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, has been awarded development 
funding of £59,800 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. The funding is used in 
order to develop plans to seek a full 
grant for the project. 

Hazel told the Express & Star of 
her hopes for the bid, and how she 
realised: “I think it is a really impor¬ 
tant project. I’d like to see it happen. 
It’s a historical collection which has 
been gathered over such a long time. 
Hopefully the bid is successful and 
people can enjoy the images for years 
to come.” 

The collection has an estimated one 
million prints stored, covering events 
and people featured in the pages of the 
newspaper during the 20th Century. 
They document aroundlOO years of 
Wolverhampton life and the history 
the city and its people collectively 
share. 


She said: “I met lots of people doing 
that job, all sorts of people throughout 
the building, right from the owners 
down. I was very much a junior mem¬ 
ber of staff. 

“In the early days, a lot of the pho¬ 
tographs weren’t dated or captioned. 
It was only as I carried on with the job 
over the years that I realised how im¬ 
portant these photographs could be for 
people to look back on.” 

After the Express & Star, Hazel 
moved down to London to work for 
Mirror Group newspapers, before re¬ 
turning north to Wolverhampton after 
retiring. 

Both jobs were a dream for Hazel, 
who has a keen interest in photogra¬ 
phy herself. To mark her birthday, she 
celebrated by having tea with friends. 

Express & Star editor Keith Har¬ 
rison said: “Photographers from the 
Express & Star have been on hand to 
photograph events and communities 
across the Black Country for more 
than a century. 

“This collection documents the peo¬ 
ple who make this region so great and 
the history they share. They tell hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of stories.” 



Hazel Jones, the former E&S photo librarian, at work 



Hazel seen visiting the archives at the Express & Star a 
couple of years ago, with some photos she brought in 





ADVERTISEMENT 


Salsa dancer Norma’s 
new smile would get a ‘ten from Len’ 


Steven Burchell [Dip CDT RCS(Eng)] with an 
implant retained over-denture.” 

Adds Norma: “I knew what I wanted and 
already had in mind an implant denture. 

“At the same time, my step-daughter was 
encouraging me to see her implant dentist, 
the well-respected Dr Owain Rees. 

“Dental work is such a visual thing and 
unlike hospital surgical work we get to choose 
who undertakes it. It was so important for me 
that I made the correct choice.” 

Enthusiastic 

Husband Don, a former design engineer 
and dance band frontman, who met Norma 
32 years ago while playing at the Corpus 
Christi Centre, Wednesfield, takes up the 
story: “We’d done some research, but 
websites can really say anything and it’s 
not the same as getting an impression face 
to face. When we saw Steven he was so 
enthusiastic about his work and instilled 
confidence in us that his clinic would be able 
to do the job well. But I had one searching 
question that was really important to me. I 
told him ‘I know my wife’ and then asked: 
‘Will she still be the same after the work is 
completed?’ 

“Steven was very reassuring and told me 
she would look the same, but with better 
teeth. We were never pressured and told 


Norma Aston - 
all my confidence 
is back 


A PICTURE snapped at a dance 
group’s farewell party to mark 
a friend’s departure to Jamaica 
showed more than what vivacious 
Norma Aston was expecting. 

As the well-wishes were made and 
memorable dancing stories exchanged 
amongst members of the Uksalsafeet 
classes at Willenhall’s Chart Centre, the 
cameras and smart phones did their work. 

But a single profile shot of Norma captured 
a different story to all the other photographs 
taken at that event. 

“My teeth had been troublesome for years, 


but when I saw the photo and realised just 
how far forward my top teeth had moved I 
knew I had to get something done. It was 
a turning point for me,” recalls Norma of 
Willenhall. 

The youthful 60-something-year-old salsa 
enthusiast, who attends classes every 
Saturday to help perfect her technique in this 
pastime made popular by programmes like 
Strictly Come Dancing, adds: “There were a 
number of things that came together which 
encouraged me to get things sorted. 

“I had seen an article in my local paper 
about a woman who had a long-standing 
problem resolved by Denture Clinic Principal 


North Street’s dental implant surgeon, Dr Owain Rees 
(left) BDS, DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL) GDC 61576 
with principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353 

to go away and think things through before 
making a decision.” 

With referrals in-house, Norma was seen 
by North Street Dental and Implant Clinic 
surgeon Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) 
DIP IMP DENT (UCL). Under one roof, with 
four modern surgeries, the clinical discipline 
of high quality denture provision sits side 
by side with general, cosmetic and implant 
dentistry. Norma’s treatment plan included 
intravenous sedation, the placing of six lower 
implants to support a removable overdenture 
and a traditional upper denture prescription. 
The former City Hospital accounts manager, 
says: “Knowing that Owain was going to do 
the surgery was great. 

“He explained everything and I embraced 
the treatment plan. 


Confidence is back 


Norma enjoys a hectic lifestyle juggling 
dancing with personal commitments and 
volunteer stints at the Locksmith’s House, 
Willenhall, a well-preserved piece of living 
Victorian history. 

“I love working there and Don helps too. I 
used to be self-conscious of my smile when 
meeting people and was always careful how 
I smiled. Now I have all my confidence back 
and my only regret is that I didn’t get my 
teeth sorted out three years ago.” 






“I’d always cared for my teeth, but I have 
a family history of gum problems and for 
more than 20 years I’d had a partial denture. 
I never realised it didn’t fit properly until I saw 
Steven. I’d just grown into it. 

“My new teeth ... I couldn’t ask for more 
and I’m amazed at the difference. They look 
so natural," she adds. Don agrees her new 
smile is “stunning.” 


Check out our 


Ultra 


Sm&sst 


Denture service on our new website 
www.denture-clinic.co.uk 






For appointments at all CliniCS Call 5 North Street, Dudley, 

West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


0800 0285185 


p h 


f 


Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 
Comberton Dental Surgery 


Offroad Wheelchair Level Find us on 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk Parking Friendly Access facebook 29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 



Denture 

CCIinic 






















































Volunteer in driver's seat 
of sports car restoration 




IT was like driving back in 
time for retired engineer 
Keith Peckmore when he 
was asked to help restore a 
sports car he built more than 
60 years ago. 

Mr Peckmore was part of a team 
that made the llOOcc Kieft car, which 
was unveiled for the Earls Court Mo¬ 
tor show in 1954. 

More than six decades on, he 
has been restoring the classic car, 
which can reach speeds of more than 
lOOmph, at the Black Country Living 


Museum in Dudley. Once a month, the 
group of volunteers at the museum 
drive the cars around the site to de¬ 
light of the visitors. 

The car was specifically made for the 
motor show and Mr Peckmore believes 
it was given to Anne, the daughter of 
Kieft Cars founder Cyril Kieft, as a 
21st birthday present. It was given the 
number plate AK 123 - AK for Anne 
Kieft. 

Kieft Cars were a British company 
that built Formula Three racing cars, 
with their headquarters at Derry 
Street in Wolverhampton. 

The two Kieft cars that were on dis¬ 


play at the 1954 show had fibreglass 
bodies and were reported to have been 
the first ever produced from a single 
mould as a complete unit. The cars 
were the first to score an international 
win using a Coventry Climax engine. 

Retired engineer Mr Peckmore, 
who has been part of the museum’s 
volunteer team of eight engineers for 
five years, only laid eyes on the model 
again in 2002 at Mr Kieft’s memorial 
in Tettenhall. It was later donated 
to the Black Country Motor Group, 
which has had it since 2008. 

He said: “It was a wonderful feeling 
to be reunited with the car again.” 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 



Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 




39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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INUTEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


INUTEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

/K^ifoYoYo) 


Including 


Including 

fitting! 


fitting AND VAT! 


liWe will Beal Genuino'WfittenQuofe 


Make Your Home a Winter WfcriUirzrlhnrf with 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd 

QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


e> 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 


Sealed Units 
Replacement available 


It [XJA& to be 


HA5BURY WINDOWS Ltd 9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA trade 
— quality | value | service — Telephone: 0121 421 7001 | 0121 421 2104 welcom 


ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

^CAMDEN 


rv~\ nn r~y~> nn. /-y^ 
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Mega Magnet 

CLEARANCE 


MANY ITEMS 
HALF PRICE OR LESS 

WHITCHER MENSWEAR 
CLOTHIERS & OUTFITTERS 

13 MARKET PLACE 
WEDNESBURY WS10 7AX 
0121 556 0062 

Casual Wear to Suits 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 


Caltoursof 


Birmingham Lt6 

Coach Excursions from Birmingham 

DAY EXCURSIONS THROUGHOUT THE UK 
CALL TO FIND OUT MORE DETAILS 
Wei 


West 


NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 


1566 


Tel: 012C429 
Mobile: 07971 


203039 


ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN FULLY GUARENTEED 

• Tiling & Slate/Tile Repair • Rubber Roofing 

• Fibreglass Roofing • Flat Roofing 

• Chimney & Point work and repairs - 

• uPVC Repairs & Guttering ' _ 

MIDLANDS ROOFERS’"" 

01213143728/FREEPHONE 08001910837 

www.midlandsroofers.co.uk 


a ragaa 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 
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CURRY PUB OF THE YEAR 

FOR THE SECOND YEAR RUNNING! 


152 ROEBUCK STREET, 
WEST BROMWICH, 870 6RD 


Visit: 

www.dancerssuithire.co.uk 

Email: 

DANCERSLTD@gmail.com 

Call: 0121 550 1237 
Fax: 0121 585 5739 

Central Buildings, 
Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen B63 3AR 




Samson And Lion, Brierley Hill Road, 
Wordsley, Stourbridge, 

West Midlands DY85SP 

07930473482 


QF QLBMIRY 


Kid* Zono 

EASTER 

CAMP 


Art 

Oaoc4 

Oram* 

Mutic 


ALL FRESH EVERY DAY 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

686 Wolverhampton Road, 
Oldbury, B68 8DB 

0121 552 1210 

www.bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk 


Call 0121 552 2006 to book your child a place 
8:30 till 3:30 - £15 per day or £60 for the week 
8:30 till 5:30 - £20 per day or £60 for the week 

(Breakfast and Afternoon Snack Included) 

Complete Kidz, Unit 2 and 3 Elm Court, 

Crystal Drive, Smethwick, B66 1RB 
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SEAT 


AUTOPARTS & SERVICING 

Breakers of all German models, 
MOTs, repairs, tyres 
and recovery 

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

TEL: 01384 566255 

UNIT 3A, SILVER THORNE LANE, CRADLEY 
HEATH, WEST MIDLANDS B645AP 


ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 




INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
register all plumbing work 

Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028/ 
0121 588 8414 


BLINDS 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

912 Month Guarantee 
• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 
9 Washable Blinds Available 
9 Friendly, Personal Service 
9 Full Range of Colours 


Barking Glad Salon 


Dog Grooming 
Pick Up and Return Available 

Irena Szirtes Lynn Styles 

6 Wassell Road, Halesowen B63 4JU 

0121 550 7446 

barkingglad@gmail.com 

www.barkinggladdoggrooiiiing.co.uk 


MASS 


iETfAND VINYL CLEARANCE 


Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 


Free Quotes»Free Local Delivery*Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 






























































































M\le also stock all Fencing Products: Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards- 
-Sheds & Summer houses, Unit 4,-Stallings Lane DY6 7LG 
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10% DISCOUNT ON SOPHIA TOLU 
DRESSES THIS WEEKEND 


LIMITED APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE - BOOK NOW TO 


COME SEE US AT: 
JESSICA DAVID 

5 Heath Lane, Oldswinford, 
Stourbridge DY8 1RF 
Tel: 01384 440 311 




W00( 


01597 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


# Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above sea-level 
of Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites soaring overhe 
location and excellent touring centre. Dogs welcome. Smal 
round availability. Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


overhead. Stunning 


Cut Out the Middle Man & Buy Direct 

Open Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm Saturday 8am - 2pm 

Unit 12, Parkrose Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road B66 2DZ 

^ v 0121 558 8265 __, 

I | T CHECK MS OUT ON FflCEBOOK fireplacefactorydirect 1 |P7TT1| 


Quality Gifts & Cards 

r 


• Insulated remote roller garage doors 

• Sectional overhead doors 

Hog g u 

• Automatic Gates 

ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 
HENDERSON CARDALE GARADOR HORMAN WESSEX 


B&L Shutters and 
Garage Doors Ltd 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU 

Call for a free no obligation quotation _ 

Telephone: 0121 544 1221 

Email: richard@bandlshutters.co.uk ..V*". 

www.bandlshutters.co.uk 


Available at 

The Card N Gift Box 

We have a wide variety of cards, 
gifts and balloons for all occasions 

19 Langley High Street, Oldbury, 
West Midlands B69 4SN 

Fine U 



BESPOKE KITCHEN 

NOW ON 

ubhi’s 


kitchens & furniture 

0121 557 7222 

Britannia Street, Tividale 
Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 
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Rear of 64 HiglrStreet j | West Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 


C i 


ABBYDI 

TIMBER SUPPLIES 

Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 8.30am -1 pm OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 

4.8 metre length 
Decking Boards 

Only £8 each 

(Saving £3 on each board) 

Skirtings • Architraves Planed Timbers • Sawn Timbers 
Sheet Materials* Fencing Panels • Garden Gates • Decking Etc 

Tel: 01384 456201 Mob: 07967 588161 



Over 50 years of 
experience serving the 
people of Smethwick, 


S*Y7 


Trinity 

FUNERAL 
SERVICES LTD 

115 Holy Trinity Church, 

The Black Country church must, 

11 , Smethwick B 67 7 AH. 

and beyond. Telephone 0121 558 3242 

www.trinityfunerals.co.uk 
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IT’S been a long time since 
88-year-old George Poyner 
worked at Alveley Colliery, but 
you can still see his handiwork 
today. 

This site of toil, industry, dirt and 
sometimes danger has in modern 
times been transformed into Severn 
Valley Country Park. And a few years 
ago George applied his skills to recre¬ 
ate one of the wooden coal-carrying 
tubs for display in the park’s visitor 
centre. 

Over 70 years ago teenage George was 
part of the colliery team which turned out 
the original wooden tubs during wartime - 
they were paid 12 shillings (60p) per tub - 
until in about 1945 it was decided to replace 
them with metal ones. 

This was just one of his many and varied 
duties as a pit carpenter in a career which 
spanned 26 years. 

He is a living link with the days when this 
part of rural Shropshire, near the Worces¬ 
tershire border, had a number of coal mines. 

All are long gone with Alveley, the last 
survivor in these parts south of Bridgnorth, 
closing in January 1969. Shropshire’s last 
pit of all, at Granville, shut in 1979. 

The day of the Shropshire miner had 
passed. 

Durable 

George continues to turn his hand to 
household projects like bird tables and, nat¬ 
urally, has a workshop at his Highley home. 

He did the woodwork for his conservatory 
himself. 

“I haven’t done anything big lately,” he 
said. 

“My favourite wood is mahogany. I like 
oak as well. It’s quite durable.” 

George started working at the colliery at 
the age of 14 on leaving Highley School in 
1941. 

“It was the only thing you could do in 
those days. There was nothing much else. 
I was working in the carpenters’ shop and 
fitting shop. It was smashing, and I really 
enjoyed it there.” 

Although his was generally a surface job, 
he would often need to go underground. 

“In the workshops when I started I re¬ 
member Harry Latham, a shaftsman, Alma 
Honeybourne, Fred James, Fred Guy and 
Ern James, a sawyer who left after a few 
months. The colliery manager was Mr 
Machin who was well respected by most 
people. 

“I was lent a saw, hammer and chisel by 
another carpenter, George Elcock, and my 
first job was making a roller box. This was 
a wooden box which contained a cast iron 
roller. This fitted between the rails. 

Loaded 

“In those days the coal was loaded into 
tubs and these were pulled along the rails 
by a wire rope attached to a haulage engine. 
The roller box stopped the rope from drag¬ 
ging on the floor.” 

The colliery was virtually brand new. 

“It was sunk in 1935/6 and had only been 
in full production since 1940. Alveley had 
nice new brick workshops, offices, a lamp 
room, winding house and ambulance room. 

“My first experience underground was 
when I was 15.1 went down with Alan Kelly, 


MEMORY LANE 


By Toby Neal 


a fitter, to drill holes, 1.5 inches diameter 
into a baulk of timber for a tension screw 
for a haulage rope.” 

A little while ago we published a photo 
dated 1948 of an unidentified group of peo¬ 
ple who we thought were from a colliery in 
Bridgnorth area. 

George, and George alone, came forward 
to say who they were office staff of the col¬ 
liery pictured, he thinks, on the lawn in 
front of the colliery offices. 

He named them as: back row, Tom Cad- 
wallader, Olive Link, Dennis Bache, Doreen 
Giles, Ted Warrington, and possibly Joan 
Childs. Front row: Harold Powell, Wilbur 
Lloyd, Marie Price (nee Robinson), Denise 
Davies, and Keith Holford. 

For George, who lived at the time in one 
of the miners’ houses at Woodhill Road, pit 
work was very much the “family business” 
and for a while in the 1950s six of his family 
worked at Alveley Colliery. 

His father John (Jack) Poyner was one 
of those who looked after the horses un¬ 
derground - they had though been phased 
out by the 1950s - and had worked at Kinlet 
Colliery before transferring to Highley. 

“Kinlet Colliery was started in 1893 and 
closed in 1937. The winding house still 
stands, close to the New Road on the Kinlet 
side of the brook. 

“Alma Honeybourne told me a lot about 
Kinlet pit while we worked in the shops. 

“The wooden headgear was built by a 
carpenter called Spider Matthews. The 
winding house took quite a battering when 
the scrap men moved in to take away the 
engine. 

Shaft 

“They did not want the winding rope and 
so they thought they would let it down the 
shaft. 

“However as more and more rope went 
down the shaft it gathered speed and it ran 
away with itself. This caused the winding 
engine to explode, blowing the roof off the 
engine house. However the walls are still 
standing.” 

Before Alveley Colliery came along there 
was too, over the river, Highley Colliery. 

“It was sunk in 1878 and was the first 
large mine in the village. It was closed for 
coal winding when Alveley started but the 
two pits were connected underground. 

“Highley was kept open to serve as an air 
shaft; air went down the shaft at Alveley, 
around the workings and then was sucked 
up the Highley shafts by a fan.” 

The Highley name was to persist even 
after production there ended. Confusingly, 
the name “Highley Colliery” was often ap¬ 
plied to the pit at Alveley. 

George, incidentally, invariably calls 
where he worked “Alveley Colliery”, which 
of course accurately describes where it was. 



A teenager 
who became 
lost victim 
of the war 



A decent burial at last - Carr’s grave 


APRIL 10, 1941, was a bad day for RAF 
Tern Hill, just one of many such bad days. 

As a training base for pilots, it was used to 
fatal accidents. Indeed, in only a 21-day period 
during that month at the air base near Market 
Drayton a total of 11 young men were killed. 

But there was to be something special about the 
death of John Toplis Carr in a mid-air collision which 
would see it resonate through history. Carr, who was 
only 19, became a lost victim of the war, because his 
body was not recovered. 

In the years that followed Leading Aircraftman 
Carr’s mother was to die without realising her greatest 
wish - tracing her son who had been officially listed as 
“missing presumed dead”. 

With the Ministry of Defence announcing the closure 
of the Clive Barracks at Tern Hill, his story highlights 
some of the human history of the site. What made 
Carr’s story remarkable and different was that it was 
nearly 40 years before his remains were recovered and 
he was given a decent burial. 

His Miles Master trainer aircraft came down in a 
peat bog at Helshaw Grange Farm, south west of the 
airfield. A recovery crew went to the site at the time of 
the crash, but the soft state of the ground made it too 
dangerous to retrieve Carr’s body. 

Ultimately all attempts were abandoned. There was 
a funeral service in situ, and the crash site was simply 
fenced off and left. 

Fast forward to October 1978, and enthusiasts from 
the Shropshire Wartime Aircraft Recovery Group, 
which had only been established the previous April, 
were given permission to investigate the site using an 
excavator. And so, at last, many years after the end of 
the conflict, Carr’s remains were recovered. The team 
even found an old spade which had been used in the 
original abortive salvage attempts. 

Breakthrough 

But was there any family left alive to tell about the 
discovery? Attempts by the Ministry of Defence to trace 
anybody drew a blank. Its records revealed his parents 
had lived in Eastbourne. However, by then the house 
- and even the road they lived in - no longer existed. 

The breakthrough came with the reporting of the in¬ 
quest into his death, which was held in Wellington. The 
inquest verdict was “accidental death.” The publicity 
led to a surviving relative being traced in South Africa. 

Carr was buried with full military honours in April 
1979 at the huge wooded 500-acre Brookwood Ceme¬ 
tery in Surrey. Wartime Aircraft Recovery Group mem¬ 
bers Mr David Thorp and Mr John Wright attended 
the funeral with Carr’s relatives and friends and RAF 
officers. But what had happened on that fateful day 
in 1941? The details are covered in the book Pancakes 
& Prangs by Shropshire air crash researcher Tom 
Thorne. 

“The pupil pilot was taking off from the airfield 
when, for unknown reasons, he collided with another 
Master which was approaching to land. Both aircraft 
crashed out of control onto marshy ground near the 
airfield. 

“Assistance was called for from 34 MU (Maintenance 
Unit), Monkmoor, to help in the recovery of the wreck¬ 
age but, despite their best attempts, the body of LAC 
Carr could not be recovered.” 

The other victim of the crash, in the second plane, 
was Leading Aircraftman Denis Michael Whittam 
Hartley, also 19. He is buried at Basildon. 
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TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


WH/ 

ATS ON! 

HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION ^ 

Ticket included 

1 

/> 

E EVENTS... 

I MAY . LLANDUDNO VICTORIAN EXTRAVAGANZA 

7 MAY • IL DIVO LIVE! 

14 MAY . HAWORTH 1940s WEEKEND 

27 MAY • CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 

4 JUN • BEAMISH GEORGIAN FAIR 

II JUN • QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY CRUISE ft WINDSOR 

25 JUN . CHATSWORTH FLORABUNDANCE ■ 

9 JUL • HAMPTON COURT FLOWER SHOW • FI GRAND PRIX 
AUG • EDINBURGH TATTOO (MANY DATES) 

15 AUG . SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 

^travelsty 

letours.co.uk 

2/3 DAYS from £69.95 



5 DAYS from £169.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
• Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 

and historic Conwy 

- 


KYLE OF LOCHALSH BY TRAIN 
ISLE OF SKYE & STRATHSPEY STEAM 


5 DAYS FROM £259.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Mackays/Garve Hotel 
• Includes Scotrail train to Kyle of Lochalsh, Strathspey 
Steam Railway and visits to Loch Ness & Inverness 

in- 


WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 



2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included & free time in London 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
Includes River Explorer Cruise & Beatles Tour 

m 


POLAR BEARS, PENGUINS 
& KINGDOM OF ICE 


r* 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 

• Includes admission to Yorkshire Wildlife Park, home 
of UK's only Polar Bears & The Deep Kingdom of Ice! 

anoinni 



5 DAYS FROM £199.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Carrington House Hotel 
• Includes fantastic day trip to Guernsey 


2 DAYS £' 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 

• Visit the live working TV set within Harewood Estate. See 
Home Farm, Bobs Cafe, The Woolpack,the Village Church and more... 


4/5 DAYS FROM £249.95 

3/4 NIGHTS B&B Inter Hotel, Paris Est Rosny 

| Includes 2 day hopper ticket < Approx. 8 hour discovery visit in Paris (5 days only) 

m 


5 DAYS from £219.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Camelot Castle Hotel 
• Includes trips to Rick Stein's Padstow 
& Doc Martin's Port Isacc 


TOR 

QUAY 

HALF BOARD breaks at the 
Rainbow/Sherwood Hotel, Torquay 
• 100 yards from the sea! • Visits to Exeter b Dawlish 
• Scenic drive to Brixham (5/7 days only) 




4 DAYS 5 DAYS 7 DAYS* 




FRIDAYS MONDAYS SUNDAYS 


18, 25 APR 
9,16, 23, 30 MAY 
6,13, 20, 27 JUN 
4,11,18, 25 JUL 
1, 8,15,22,29 AUG 
5,12,19,26 SEP 


29 MAY, 19 JUN, | 
10, 31 JUL 
7, 28 AUG 
11 SEP 

* Visits Seaton, Sidmouth I 
& Dartmoor 


4/5/7 DAYS from £139.95 


You May Also Like: Isle oC Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £89.95 
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A DVER T IS E 
YOUR 
V E N U E ' 
WITH 


THE 


TICKET 


EVERY 
FRI DAY 


Want to know how to spend 
your time out? 

There is only one place to look - 
the weekly Ticket supplement in 
the Express & Star. 

The Ticket gives you all the top 
showbiz interviews, latest film 
reviews and in-depth previews for 
the region’s entertainment scene. 


TO ADVERTISE 


PLEASE CALL 



DAN BAXENDALE 

ON 01384 353 

258 


Muse 



Saturday, 6.30pm 
Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham 

Muse have a great reputation for 
putting everything into their live per¬ 
formances for their adoring fans. They 
will be showing off their piano and 
guitar-filled rock 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Disney On 
Ice 



Wednesday to April 10 
Genting Arena, B’ham 

Mickey and Minnie Mouse mark 25 
years of Disney On Ice visiting Europe 
with a sightseeing tour to the worlds 
of The Lion King, The Little Mermaid, 
Peter Pan and Frozen. 

Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Rick 

Astley 



Wednesday, 7pm 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
Rick Astley is a top pop talent whose 
career has Never Given Up for more 
than 28 years. Join him for all the hits 
as part of his first headline tour in four 
years. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Willard Wigan 
Homecoming 



Friday to Thursday 
Light House, Wolverhampton 
The homecoming exhibition of 
micro-sculptures from Wednesfield’s 
Willard Wigan MBE includes a special 
tribute to a Black Country legend that 
shouldn’t be missed. 

Visit www.light-house.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Definitely Mightbe: Oasis 
Tribute + Adored: Stone 
Roses Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, £11 
The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 
WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Years & Years 

Fri at 6pm, £17.50 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Hazel O’Connor 

Thu at 7.30pm, £22 
The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 
WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Eddi Reader 

Sun at 7pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Brainstorm 

Thu at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Rick Astley 

Wed at 7pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Lesley Woods 

Sat at 7pm, 

The Flapper, Birmingham, 

B1 2NU. 

Call 0121 236 2421 

Brian Fallon & The Crowes 

Thu at 7pm, 

The Institute, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Little Mix 

Sun at 1pm and 6.30pm, 

£25.70 - £35.70 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Supreme Queen: Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Adele 

Fri at 6.30pm, Sat at 6.30pm, 
Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Big Ups 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Sunflower Lounge, 
Birmingham, B5 4EG. 

Call 0121 632 6756 

Muse 

Sat at 6.30pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


Overkill 

Tue at 7pm, 

The Rainbow, 

Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

The Counterfeit Stones: 
Rolling Stones Tribute 

Fri at 9pm, £13-£15 
The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 
WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 


JAZZ & BLUES 

John Law’s New Congregation 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Laurence Jones 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

King Pleasure And The Biscuit 
Boys 

Thu at 9.30pm, £5 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Room 4 The Blues 

Sun at 4pm, Free 
Dog & Doublet, 

Wolverhampton 

WV1 1RD 

Call 01902 423805 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Mark Padmore And Paul Lewis 
Perform Schubert’s 
Schwanengesang 

Sun at 3pm, £9.50 - £35 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Dame Mitsuko Uchida In Recital 

Thu at 7.30pm, £9.50 - £35 
Birmingham Town Hall, 
Birmingham, B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Rick Ross 

Sat at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Krept And Konan 

Wed at 7pm, £13 

The Institute, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

John Wildwood and friends 

Sun, 

Swan With Two Necks, 

Longdon, WS15 4PN. 

Call 01543 491570 

Open Mic Night with Tony Wall 

Weds at 8.30pm 
Swan With Two Necks, 

Longdon, 

WS15 4PN. 

Call 01543 491570 


COMEDY 

Rob Beckett: Mouth Of The 
South 

Sat at 8pm, £12 - £14 
Oakengates Theatre, 

Telford, TF2 6EP 
Call 01952 382382 

Russell Kane: Right Man, Wrong 
Age 

Fri at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Brian Conley: Alive And 
Dangerous 

Sat at 8pm, 

Theatre Severn, 

Shrewsbury, SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Jonny Cole: A Black Country 
Night Out 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

THEATRE 

Heartbeat 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Sat at 2.30pm and 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Annie 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2.30pm and 7.30pm, Thu 
at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

How Lion Became King Of Tinga 
Tinga Land 

Fri at 2pm, Sat at 11 am, 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Trainspotting 

Fri at 6pm and 8pm, Sat at 6pm 
and 8pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Rehearsal For Murder 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2.30pm and 7.30pm, 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Rotter’s Club 

Sat at 7.30pm, Mon at 7.30pm, 
Tue at 7pm, Wed at 7.30pm, Thu 
at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

The Best Thing 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Arena Theatre, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1SE. 

Call 01902 321321 


Mary Poppins 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm 
and 7.30pm, Mon at 7.30pm, 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2pm and 
7.30pm, Thu at 2pm and 7.30pm, 
£25.55 - £30.60 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Three Keepers 

Tue at 2pm, 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire, B61 1PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

ART GALLERIES 

Kelly Mark: 108 Leyton Ave 

Fri at 11 am - 5pm, Sat at 11 am - 
5pm, Sun at 11 am - 5pm, 

Ikon Gallery, 

Birmingham, 

B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Into The Woods 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 11 am - 
5pm, Sun at 11 am - 5pm, Mon at 
10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, 
Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am 

- 5pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 

B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Big Ceramics: Discover Clay On 
A Monumental Scale 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 
10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, 
Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am 

- 5pm, 

Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1DU. 

Call 01902 552055 

Andrea Hannon: The House Is 
Still Named After Him 

Fri at 10am, Sat at 10am, Mon 
at 10am, Tue at 10am, Wed at 
10am, Thu at 10am, 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1DU. 

Call 01902 552055 

Laura Lancaster 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Sun at 12pm - 4pm, Tue at 
10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, 
Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

WS2 8LG. 

Call 01922 654400 

Jan Vanriet The Music Boy 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Sun at 12pm - 4pm, Tue at 
10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, 
Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

WS2 8LG. 

Call 01922 654400 

Willard Wigan Homecoming 
Exhibition 

Fri - Thurs 
Light House, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 


Janet Mendelsohn: Varna Road 

Fri at 11 am - 5pm, Sat at 11 am - 
5pm, Sun at 11am - 5pm, 

Ikon Gallery, 

Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Mental Spaces 

Fri at 9am - 8.30pm, Sat, 

Light House, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

Wendy Ramshaw’s Room Of 
Dreams 

Fri at 10.30am - 5pm, Sat at 10am 

- 5pm, Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon 
at 10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 
5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 
10am - 5pm, Free 
Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

Quarto 

Fri, Sat, 

Festival Drayton Centre, Market 
Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 3AX. 
Call 01630 654444 

The Birmingham And Midland 
Pastel Society: The Art Of 
Pastels 

Fri at 10am - 4pm, Sat at 10am - 
4pm, Mon at 10am - 4pm, Tue at 
10am - 4pm, Wed at 10am - 4pm, 
Thu at 10am - 4pm, Free 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire, B61 1 PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

OTHER EVENTS 

Disney On Ice: Silver 
Anniversary Celebration 

Wed at 7pm, Thu at 7pm, 

Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Antiques For Everyone Spring 
Fair 

Thu at 11am - 6pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Gadget Show Live 2016 

Fri at 9am - 6pm, Sat at 9am - 
6pm, Sun at 9am - 6pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 
Call 0121 780 4141 

Bedlam Festival 2016 

Wed, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Egg-Cellent Easter 

Fri at 9.30am - 5pm, Sat at 
9.30am - 5pm, Sun at 9.30am - 
5pm, Mon at 9.30am - 5pm, Tue 
at 9.30am - 5pm, Wed at 9.30am 

- 5pm, 

Drayton Manor Theme Park, Near 
Tamworth, B78 3TW. 

Call 0844 472 1960 

Family Saturday 

Sat at 1pm - 4pm, 

Ikon Gallery, B’ham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 
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Lesley’s new role 
as horrid Hannigan 



Lesley Joseph as Miss Hannigan in the hit musical Annie, which is coming to Wolverhampton Grand Photo: Paul Coltas 


BIRDS of a Feather star Lesley Jo¬ 
seph will turn from Essex maneater 
into gin-soaked American orphanage 
boss when ever-popular musical An¬ 
nie arrives in Wolverhampton next 
week. 

The actress, who found fame as 
snob neighbour Dorien in the hit sit¬ 
com co-starring Pauline Quirke and 
Linda Robson, is now taking on the 
role of Miss Hannigan, the spiteful 
harridan who attempts to cheat poor 


little orphan Annie after she becomes 
the favourite orphan of billionaire 
Daddy Warbucks. 

Set in 1930s New York, the show 
features such popular songs as To¬ 
morrow, It’s the Hard-Knock Life and 
Easy Street. 

Lesley Joseph is relishing her role 
when the show is staged at the Grand 
Theatre from Monday to Saturday, 
April 9. 

“This is a brand new production 


of Annie, and it’s very exciting,” she 
says. “I get to be very horrible but I 
try to make my Miss Hannigan a little 
bit vulnerable because she’s got a rot¬ 
ten life, she’s stuck in an orphanage 
with no money looking after kids in 
the middle of The Depression. 

“It is, however, a fun family musi¬ 
cal and that’s what I love - you can 
bring your granny or your grandchil¬ 
dren, and the little girls all want to 
be Annie.” 



Perfect for 
inspiration 

SHE made her name with the group Fairground Attraction 
and their BRIT awarding winning 1988 number one hit 
Perfect, the first in a hat-trick of BRITs for the Scottish 
singer Eddi Reader has spent the biggest part of her life 
working as a solo artist. 

She is one of Scotland’s best loved singers and sang in 
2004 at the opening of the Scottish Parliament, and was 
awarded an MBE for outstanding contributions to the arts 
in the New Year’s honours list of 2006 

Reader is back on the road with a solo tour that will 
reach Birmingham’s Glee Club on Sunday, April 3, when 
she is looking forward to showcasing her favourites from a 
lifetime’s worth of songs. 

“I don’t have secrets,” she says. “I love songs and stories. 
I am inspired by life around me. 

“I love artists like Louis Armstrong. I identify with him. 
There are so many brilliant human beings past and pres¬ 
ent. Kids inspire me most of all, they remind me of living 
in the moment.” 

“When I left home, I was full of adventure and wander¬ 
lust. I met like-minded people and we all conjoined on a 
river bank in the South of France.We ate together with the 
money we all made by presenting our talents in the streets 
of Avignon, Nimes and Uzes. It taught me about sharing, 
listening and selling a song without a microphone. 

“I never had a plan. I just aligned myself to songs I liked 
and they put me in all kinds of situations.” 


The Final Straw for 
Otway and Barrett 

HERE are some of the week’s 
gig highlights: 

Tonight (Thu) veterans John 
Otway and Wild Willy Barrett 
bring their Final Straw Tour to 
Bilston’s Robin 2. 

Tomorrow Montreal rock 
band The Besnard Lakes bring 
their Pink Floyd-like sound- 
scapes to the Hare and Hounds 
in Kings Heath. 

New Yorkers the Big Ups play 
Birmingham city centre’s Sun¬ 
flower Lounge on Saturday. 

Jim Jones brings his latest 
band, The Righteous Mind, for 
raw rock at the Hare and Hounds 
on Tuesday, then psychedelic 
rockers The Vryll Society are at 
the same above-the-pub venue 
on Wednesday. 


Comedy nights 
spring into action 

THE ‘Mouth of the South’ - 
AKA comedian Rob Beckett - is 
coming to Shropshire and Staf¬ 
fordshire on his spring tour. 

The toothy blond comic, 
known for his appearances on 
Mock The Week and 8 Out Of 
10 Cats, is at The Place at Oak- 
engates, Telford, on Saturday 
before returning to the region at 
Stafford Gatehouse on April 16, 
Burton’s Brewhouse Arts Cen¬ 
tre on May 19 and at Lichfield 
Festival on July 4. 

Humour has a regional fla¬ 
vour at Wolverhampton Grand 
tomorrow night (Fri) with a 
Black Country Night Out fea¬ 
turing Jonny Cole, The Fizzogs, 
Dandy and The Ronaldos. 


Familiar faces in 
murder mystery 

FOLLOWING his decade-long 
success with The Agatha Chris¬ 
tie Theatre Company, theatre 
impresario Bill Kenwright has 
created The Classic Thriller 
Theatre Company. 

Its first production, Rehearsal 
For Murder, is staged at Bir¬ 
mingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Monday to Satur¬ 
day, April 9. The cast of famil¬ 
iar faces from TV include Ben 
Nealon (from Soldier Soldier), 
Robert Daws (Poldark), Susan 
Penhaligon (Bouquet of Barbed 
Wire), Robert Duncan (Drop 
The Dead Donkey), Lucy Dixon 
(Waterloo Road), Amy Robbins 
(The Royal) and Steven Pinder 
(Brookside). 



LK 

THURS31/03/2016 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 01/04/2016 
DEVOTED TO ROCK 
SAT 02/04/2016 
PURE MAGIC-QUEEN TRIBUTE 
SUN 03/04/2016 

SUNDAY NIGHT IS KARAOKE PARTY NIGHT III 


MON 04/04/2016 

QUIZ &T0P KARAOKE AT THE KNIGHTS QUEST 
TUES 05/04/2016 
TUESDAY irS...PREDAT0RS KARAOKE 
WED 06/04/2016 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT WITH TYLER JON 
THURS 07/04/2016 
THURSDAY IS STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


ll&i 




SUNDAY 

CARVERY 


DAILY CARVERY 

£ 3.45 


We also serve 

GREAT , 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 




A\WMF.N Si 






m OUT OFvTHIS WORLD 


Fri 25th March to Sun 10th April 
Light woodsPark, Hagley Road West B67 5DP 
// Tickets from £8 for Kids 
Book Now 0871 705 5507 
www.gandcyscircus.com 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 31,2016 


























Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 31,2016 


22 thefastticket 


SATURDAY’S TV APRIL 2 


CHOICE 



Patricia Routledge 


Beatrix Potter with Patricia 

Routledge 

(Channel 4,8pm) 

Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Beatrix Potter, this documentary 
sees Patricia Routledge 
following in the footsteps of the 
Edwardian publishing 
sensation. She discovers what 
fired the author's imagination 
and where her love and 
understanding of animals was 
born. As an actress, Patricia 
played Beatrix on stage in the 
1990s. In her present role as 
patron of the Beatrix Potter 
Society, and with access to rare 
drawings, letters and artefacts 
held at the V&A Archive, she 
discovers the woman behind 
the myth. Previously seen on 
More4. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 MasterChef. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 
12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 Bargain 
Flunt. (R) 2.00 Flomes Underthe 
Flammer. (R) 3.00 Escape to the 
Continent. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.20 
Now You See It. 5.50 BBC News. 

6.00 Regional Programme. 

6.10 Can’t Touch This. A pest controller, 
a “dosey-do” dancer, and a former 
member of a boy-band are among 
the 16 contestants battling their 
way through a giant obstacle 
course, in the hopes of laying 
hands on the goodies within. Zoe 
Ball and Ashley Banjo preside as 
the competitors tear through the 
prize-filled gauntlet, which 
culminates in a giant leap of faith 
that could net them the grand 
prize. Narrated by Sue Perkins. 

7.00 The Voice UK. The semi finals 
arrive, along with the nail-biting 
tension associated with another 
round of live performances. The 
remaining contestants must once 
master their nerves and take to the 
stage to determine whether the 
tutelage they’ve received at the 
hands of William, Ricky Wilson, 
Paloma Faith and Boy George has 
paid off. As was the case last 
week, the identities of those 
would-be stars progressing 
through to the grand final will be 
decided by the viewers at home, 
who are encouraged to take part in 
a public vote to determine which 
act will leaving the contest. 

9.05 Casualty. Connie decides to call 
off her romance with Jacob, but 
has second thoughts when he gets 
trapped in a partially collapsed 
building. Meanwhile, Ethan shares 
his bad news with Lily. 

9.55 The National Lottery Live. The 
winning numbers are revealed. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Liverpool v Tottenham 
Hotspur at Anfield and Norwich 
City v Newcastle United at Carrow 
Road; National Lottery Update. 

11.55 Film: Salvage. (2009) A woman 
searches for her missing daughter 
when a deadly creature hides out 
in her neighbourhood. Horror, 
starring Neve McIntosh. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Film: I Remember Mama. (1948) 

8.40 The Women’s Football Show. (R) 
9.10 Film: A Distant Trumpet. (1964) 
11.00 Natural World. (R) 12.00 Rick 
Stein: From Venice to Istanbul. (R) 1.00 
The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 1.30 Fred 
Astaire and Ginger Rogers: Talking 
Pictures. (R) 2.20 Film: Easter Parade. 
(1948) Romantic musical, with Fred 
Astaire and Judy Garland. 4.00 Flog It! 
(R) 5.00 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 
6.00 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 

gets to work on his wildlife garden, 
ensuring there are plenty of plants 
in flower for early pollinators. Plus, 
Carol Klein visits a shaded yet 
thriving garden. (R) 

6.30 Bake Off: Creme de la Creme. 

Tom Kerridge welcomes three 
teams of pastry chefs to the first 
heat of this contest. They are 
challenged to make more than 100 
perfect miniature pastries in three 
hours for judges Benoit Blin, 
Cherish Finden and Claire Clarkto 
inspect and taste. Contestants 
must then reinvent the apple 
crumble as a showpiece dessert, 
complete with a towering edible 
sculpture. (R) 

7.30 Tribes, Predators & Me. Gordon 
Buchanan joins a group of 
Bushmen in Botswana’s Kalahari 
Desert to learn their ancient 
secrets for surviving on foot 
among wild lions. They teach him 
how to make fire, find honey, and 
gather water from desert plants, 
and the filmmaker watches as they 
hunt with poisoned arrows and 
track predatory lions. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Capt Mainwaring and 
the platoon offer to help Pte 
Godfrey’s widowed friend gather in 
the harvest on her farm - but their 
well-meaning efforts end in 
predictable chaos. (R) 

9.00 John Le Mesurier: It’s All Been 
Rather Lovely. A portrait of the 
prolific actor’s life and career, from 
his turbulent marriage to Hattie 
Jacques to his role as Sergeant 
Wilson in the wartime sitcom 
Dad’s Army. (R) 

10.00 Film: Quartet. (2012) Three 
former singers’ plans for a 
fundraising concert for their 
retirement home are disrupted by 
the arrival of a famous diva. 
Comedy drama, with Maggie 
Smith and Billy Connolly. 

11.35 Film: The Lady. (2011) 

1.40 This Is BBC Two. 5.45 Great British 
Garden Revival. (R) 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 
(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.15 Looped. (R) 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 9.05 
Scrambled!: The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 
9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.15 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather.; 12.29 Regional Programme. 

12.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 
Judge Rinder. (R) 2.30 The Chase. (R) 

3.35 Planet’s Got Talent. (R) 4.00 Film: 
Nanny McPhee. (2005) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway. The double-act take 
their weekend showcase away 
from the confines of the studio, 
setting up shop on the deck of a 
cruise ship in Barcelona for their 
series finale. This week, The 
Hobbit star James Nesbitt takes 
the helm as guest announcer, 
while TV personality and pop star 
Peter Andre gets to Singalong Live 
with his most famous hit, 
Mysterious Girl. The culprit is 
finally unveiled in Who Shot 
Simon Cowell?, and tennis star 
Andy Murray receives a grilling 
from precocious mini-presenters 
Little Ant and Dec. The hosts enter 
I TV’s infamous Cube for one last 
round of Ant v Dec, and one 
unsuspecting passenger receives 
a huge surprise. Plus, a lucky 
audience member is given a 
chance to Win the Ads, and the 
Geordie duo round off the with an 
all-singing, all-dancing End of the 
Show Show. Last in the series. 

8.30 You’re Back in the Room. Former 
motorcycle racer Carl Fogarty and 
ex-Towie star Joey Essex join 
Phillip Schofield and illusionist 
Keith Barry for the hypnotism 
game show. 

9.35 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Hot Fuzz. (2007) Action 
comedy, starring Simon Pegg. 

12.50 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.05 
Freeride World Tour. 7.30 The Grid. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD. 11.00 The 
Superhumans Show. 11.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.55 Formula 1: Bahrain Grand Prix 
Practice 3 Live. The Bahrain Grand Prix 
third practice session. 2.05 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from Doncaster 
and Kempton Park. 3.00 Formula 1: 
Bahrain Grand Prix Qualifying Live. The 
Bahrain Grand Prix qualifying session 
(Start-time 4.00pm). 5.30 Speed with 
Guy Martin. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
The documentary series exploring 
the mysteries behind bizarre 
climatic conditions continues, this 
time focusing on the weather’s 
most colourful mysteries. Among 
the natural marvels highlighted are 
the top of a black volcano, and the 
bottom of a “rainbow” river. 

8.00 Beatrix Potter with Patricia 

Routledge. Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the birth of Beatrix 
Potter, this documentary sees 
actress Patricia Routledge 
following in the footsteps of the 
Edwardian publishing sensation. 
Previously seen on More4. 

9.00 Film: Identity Thief. (2013) 

Premiere. A con-woman acquires 
an executive’s credit card 
numbers, and lives a life of luxury 
at his expense. The outraged 
victim sets out on a mission to 
track down the fraudster and bring 
her to justice personally— 
resulting in them travelling on a 
disastrous road trip across 
America together. Comedy, with 
Jason Bateman, Melissa 
McCarthy, Jon Favreau and 
Amanda Peet. 

11.15Film: Sliver. (1993) A book 

editor living in an apartment block 
begins an affair with the owner 
and is drawn into a series of 
murders. Erotic thriller, starring 
Sharon Stone and William 
Baldwin. 

1.10 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Holly drives to 
the airport to find Robbie. (R) 3.20 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 4.15 
Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. 5.10 
Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 5.25 
Deal or No Deal. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 The Fairly 
OddParents. 9.30 The Saturday Show 
Live. 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.25 
Rookies & Raids: A Police Interceptors 
Special. (R) 2.25 The Dog Rescuers with 
Alan Davies. (R) 3.20 The Dog Rescuers 
with Alan Davies. (R) 4.20 The Dog 
Rescuers with Alan Davies. (R) 5.15 The 
Dog Rescuers with Alan Davies. (R) 

6.10 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 

investigates when a navy 
intelligence commander 
responsible for tracking the 
movements of a Venezuelan 
politician disappears. 

7.00 NCIS: New Orleans. Two US Navy 
foremen are murdered at a Naval 
Branch health clinic, and with a 
little help from Brody’s mother 
Olivia, the team discovers the two 
dead men had been tasked with 
delivering a heart for a transplant 
operation. The planned recipient 
was a skilled Dapra programmer 
with a rare blood type, but the 
killers made sure to ruin the 
procedure by putting a bullet 
through the organ before making 
their escape. However, when the 
heart in question turns out to be a 
decoy, the team begins to suspect 
the culprits may have stolen the 
real one for a criminal with a heart 
defect from the FBI’s most wanted 
list. Naval crime drama, guest 
starring Annie Potts. 

8.00 NCIS. The team uncovers a 
fraudulent charity that preys on 
those searching for missing 
military personnel while 
investigating the murder of a 
retired Master Sergeant. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present extended 
highlights of the weekend’s top 
matches from the Championship, 
including Hull City v Bristol City 
and Brighton & Hove Albion v 
Burnley. 

10.00 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. A round-up of the latest 
matches in League One and 
League Two, including Burton 
Albion v Bury, Shrewsbury Town v 
Wigan Athletic and Mansfield 
Town v Northampton Town. 

10.30 NCIS: Greatest Ever Episodes. (R) 

11.25 NCIS: Greatest Ever Episodes. (R) 
12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Law & Order: 
Special Victims Unit. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Treasures of the Indus 8.00 Human 
Planet 9.00 Follow the Money 11.00 
TOTP2:80s Special 12.00 Boy George 
and Culture Club: Karma to Calamity 1.00 
Top of the Pops: 1981 1.35 Top of the 
Pops: 1981 2.10 One-Hit Wonders at the 
BBC 3.10 Sounds of the 70s 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.35 The Almost Impossible 
Gameshow 1.30 Scorpion 2.25 Film: A 
Little Princess (1995) 3.25 FYI Daily 3.30 
Film: A Little Princess (1995) 4.25 
Britain’s Got More Talent: Top 10 Comedy 
Moments 5.30 Film: Happy Feet (2006) 
6.30 FYI Daily 6.35 Film: Happy Feet 
(2006) 7.35 Film: The Mummy Returns 
(2001) 8.35 FYI Daily 8.40 Film: The 
Mummy Returns (2001) 10.00 Celebrity 
Juice 10.50 Family Guy 11.45 American 
Dad! 12.45 Film: The Fast and the 
Furious: Tokyo Drift (2006) 1.45 FYI Daily 
1.50 Film: The Fast and the Furious: 
Tokyo Drift (2006) 2.35 Tinie Tempah: 

The Hot Desk 2.45 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

1.25 FYI Daily 1.30 Film: Carry On 
Matron (1972) 2.15 A Touch of Frost 

4.25 Film: Columbo: The Bye-Bye Sky- 
High IQ Murder Case (1977) 6.00 
Midsomer Murders 8.00 Foyle’s War 
10.00 Inspector Morse 12.25 Blue 
Murder 1.55 Doctor in the House 2.20 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

3.15 Film: The Rawhide Years (1956) 
4.00 Film: Dr No (1962) 5.00 FYI Daily 
5.05 Film: Dr No (1962) 6.15 The 
Snooker Mavericks 7.15 Film: Police 
Academy 3: Back in Training (1986) 8.15 
FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Police Academy 3: 
Back in Training (1986) 9.00 Film: Driven 
to Kill (2009) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: 
Driven to Kill (2009) 11.00 Live FIA 
Formula E Championship. The Long 
Beach ePrix. 1.30 Hell on Wheels 2.30 
Hogan’s Heroes 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

1.00 New Girl 1.30 The Goldbergs 3.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 Film: 17 Again 
(2009) 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Red (2010) 11.15 Gogglebox 1.25 
Rude Tube 2.30 How I Met Your Mother 
3.20 Gogglebox 4.15 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.35 Revenge 
Film4 

1.00 Sister Act (1992) 3.05 Stuart Little 
(1999) 4.45 Jungle 2 Jungle (1997) 6.45 
Adventures in Babysitting (1987) 8.50 
Oblivion Interview Special 9.00 Alien 
(1979) 11.15 The Moth Diaries (2011) 


A.A. DOMESTICS 
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SUNDAY’S TV APRIL 3 


CHOICE 



Keeley Hawes 


The Durrells 
(ITV, 8pm) 

New series. In 1935, 
beleaguered Bournemouth 
mother Louisa Durrell decides 
to uproot her family and build a 
new life on the sun-drenched 
island of Corfu. However, with 
money problems and four 
unruly children to care for, even 
a new start might not be 
enough to banish her troubles. 
Period drama, starring Keeley 
Hawes, Josh O'Connor, Milo 
Parker, Daisy Waterstone, 
Callum Woodhouse, James 
Cosmo, Alexis Georgoulis, 
Yorgos Karamihos, Anna Savva, 
Max Befort, Ben Hall, Nick 
Orestis Chaniotakis, Andrew 
Bicknell, Graham Seed and 
Hara Ermidi, based on Gerard 
Durrell's trilogy of Corfu 
memoirs, which includes My 
Family and Other Animals. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Wanted Down 
Under Revisited. (R) 12.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.15 
Secret Britain. (R) 3.15 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.00 Points of View. 4.15 
Songs of Praise. 5.00 Life in the Air. 

6.00 Paul O’Grady: The Sally Army 
and Me. The presenter teaches 
troubled teenagers how to bake, 
helps a homeless man who has 
finally got a roof over his head to 
move, and is persuaded to 
perform a rap song. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. An episode devoted 
to cattle, in which Matt Baker 
meets a farmer who got into the 
business after a fundraising 
campaign on social media, who 
discusses the current state of the 
beef trade. Helen Skelton visits a 
tannery using traditional methods 
to produce leather, and Anita Rani 
meets an artist who paints on 
vellum. Adam Henson meets 
another of this year’s Countryfile 
Farming Hero nominees, and 
Charlotte Smith asks if large 
indoor dairy herds are a more 
efficient way of making milk. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The team 
values more decorative objects 
and rarities. 

9.00 Undercover. New series. Legal 
drama, starring Sophie Okonedo 
as the director of Public 
Prosecutions, who uses her 
position to bring about justice for 
a murdered activist. With Adrian 
Lester. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Leicester City v Southampton at 
the King Power Stadium and 
Manchester United v Everton at 
Old Trafford. 

11.35 Film: Butterfly on a Wheel. 

(2007) A couple’s daughter is 
kidnapped by a criminal who 
forces them into a course of action 
that will ruin their lives. Thriller, 
starring Pierce Brosnan. 

1.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.10 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.45 This Farming Life. (R) 7.45 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.15 An Island 
Parish. (R) 8.45 The Beechgrove Garden. 
9.15 Countryfile. (R) 10.15 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.45 The Best 
Dishes Ever. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Film: Silk Stockings. (1957) 
Musical, starring Fred Astaire and Cyd 
Charisse. 2.55 Flog It! (R) 3.30 Figure 
Skating. 5.00 The Hairy Bikers’ Northern 
Exposure. (R) 

6.00 The Secret History of My Family. 

Documentary charting 200 years 
of social history by exploring 
different family trees. (R) 

7.00 Bletchley Park: Code-Breaking’s 
Forgotten Genius. Mathematician 
and cryptanalyst Gordon 
Welchman was one of the original 
elite codebreakers at Bletchley Park 
and played a crucial part in the 
Allies defeating Germany. After the 
war, he moved to America to work 
at the heart of the computer 
revolution and was employed by 
defence contractor the Mitre 
Corporation, where he was 
involved in top-secret research. In 
this programme, academic John 
Naughton and former CIA analyst 
Cynthia Storer examine how 
Welchman’s pioneering work in the 
field of traffic analysis led directly 
to today’s secret state surveillance, 
as revealed by whistleblower 
Edward Snowden. (R) 

8.00 Natural Born Winners. The 
athletes visit Turkey, where they 
learn oil wrestling from one of the 
sport’s greatest champions. When 
they watch a match, they realise it 
is more dangerous than they 
thought. 

9.00 Tribes, Predators & Me. Gordon 
Buchanan travels to Papua New 
Guinea, where he meets a tribe 
that lives alongside crocodiles and 
is taught to hunt the predators 
with his bare hands. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 Thirteen. Ivy is forced to risk her 
life and confront her past to save 
Phoebe, as the Moxam family is 
plunged into the same horror they 
faced 13 years previously. Last in 
the series. 

II. 00 The People v OJ Simpson: 

American Crime Story. Detectives 
work closely with the prosecutors 
to find flashier evidence for the 
jury. (R) 

11.40 Film: Snow Cake. (2005) 

1.25 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.20 
Holby City. (R) 3.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 
(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.15 Looped. (R) 
7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: The 
Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 FIA Formula 
E Championship. 10.20 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.25 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.40 River 
Monsters. (R) 2.40 Big Star’s Little Star. 
(R) 3.40 Off Their Rockers. (R) 4.10 
Film: The Living Daylights. (1987) 

James Bond adventure, starring Timothy 
Dalton. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.40 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase Celebrity Special. 

Bradley Walsh presents as DJ 
Scott Mills, actress Sunetra 
Sarker, boxer Anthony Ogogo and 
TV presenter Johnny Ball pit their 
wits against ruthless quiz genius 
the Chaser in the hope of winning 
a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

8.00 The Durrells. New series. In 1935, 
beleaguered Bournemouth mother 
Louisa Durrell decides to uproot 
her family and build a new life on 
the sun-drenched island of Corfu. 
However, with money problems 
and four unruly children to care 
for, even a new start might not be 
enough to banish her troubles. 
Period drama, starring Keeley 
Hawes, based on Gerard Durrell’s 
trilogy of Corfu memoirs, which 
includes My Family and Other 
Animals. 

9.00 Home Fires. New series. The Wl 
of Great Paxford live under a 
shadow as the Battle of Britain 
looms. Pat befriends a Czech 
soldier, but finds independence 
less enjoyable than expected. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15The Olivier Awards 2016. 

12.00 Premiership Rugby Union. 12.55 
Jackpot247. 3.00 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.35 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 2.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 3.00 
Formula 1: Bahrain Grand Prix Live. The 
Bahrain Grand Prix (Start-time 4.00pm). 

6.30 Speed with Guy Martin: FI 
Special. Ahead of the new 
Formula 1 season on Channel 4 
this weekend, Guy Martin goes 
head to head with racing legend 
David Coulthard in the ultimate 
test of bike against car. With David 
in a Red Bull RB8 Formula 1 car 
and Guy on his Tyco BMW 
Superbike, the pair race in a series 
of challenges including a drag 
race, a brake test, slalom and a 
full-on circuit race. There’s also 
entertainment in the pit as they 
compete in physical and mental 
challenges, testing their fitness 
and reaction times and exploring 
the science behind their chosen 
racing machines. (R) 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales’ 
waterway adventures. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Indian Summers. The club holds a 
fashion show, but the glamorous 
evening turns ugly when a 
horrifying attack is made on a 
guest, with the identity of the 
culprit a mystery. Ralph takes it 
upon himself to play detective and 
bring the perpetrator to justice 
himself, but the truth turns out to 
be more terrible than he could 
have imagined and threatens to 
leave his political career in tatters. 
Elsewhere, Sirene continues to 
cause chaos in Simla, as she 
clashes with Cynthia and wreaks 
havoc in Ralph and Madeleine’s 
marriage. 

lO.OOGogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 

11.00 Formula One: Bahrain Grand Prix 
Highlights. 

12.00 Film: I Love You Phillip Morris. 
(2009) 1.45 Embarrassing Bodies Down 
Under. (R) 2.40 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
4.50 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 
5.05 Location, Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Make Way for Noddy. 

(R) 7.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.35 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.45 Pip Ahoy! (R) 7.55 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. (R) 

8.20 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
8.35 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.50 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.00 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.20 LazyTown. (R) 9.45 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.20 The 
Championship: Football League Tonight. 
(R) 11.20 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. (R) 11.50 The Gadget Show. 

12.45 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.45 
Greatest Animated Movies. (R) 4.40 
Film: Legends of Oz: Dorothy’s Return. 
(2013) Premiere. Animated fantasy, with 
the voice of Lea Michele. 

6.20 Film: Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. (1937) Premiere. Disney 
animated version of the Brothers 
Grimm story about a princess 
driven from her home into a 
sinister forest by her evil 
stepmother. She is taken in by a 
group of kindly dwarf miners, but 
her happiness is threatened when 
her stepmother returns bearing a 
poisoned apple. The first ever 
feature length animated movie, 
with the voices of Adriana Caselotti 
and Lucille La Verne. 

8.00 Now That’s Funny! Featuring 
failures in 3D and some unlucky 
beginners. Plus, the latest Stars of 
the Week. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Penn & Teller: Fool Us in Vegas. 

Jonathan Ross is enlisted to help 
two of this week’s illusionists, 
assisting on a card trick and an act 
involving drawing. Plus, a 
performer attempts to use mental 
trickery on Penn and Teller and a 
fourth act make animals disappear 
and comes up with a new twist on 
the classic cup and ball routine. 
Finally, Penn and Teller recruit a 
member of the audience for a 
knife-throwing act. 

10.00Film: Carrie. (2013) Premiere. A 
teenage girl finally snaps and uses 
her psychic powers to avenge 
herself on the bullies who 
tormented her. Horror remake, 
starring Chloe Grace Moretz and 
Julianne Moore. 

12.00 Johnstone’s Paint Trophy Football. 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Tube: 
Going Underground. (R) 4.00 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 4.50 Great Artists. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Sir Peter Maxwell Davies: Master 
and Maverick 8.00 Pappano’s Classical 
Voices 9.00 A Fanatic Heart: Geldof on 
Yeats 10.40 Film: Age of Uprising: The 
Legend of Michael Kohlhaas (2013) 

12.35 Dan Cruickshank: Resurrecting 
History - Warsaw 1.35 Sounds of the 
70s 2.05 A Fanatic Heart: Geldof on Yeats 

3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 12.45 Celebrity 
Catchphrase 1.45 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 

2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 Film: Peter Pan 
(2003) 3.55 Britain’s Got More Talent: 

Top 10 Animal Acts 4.55 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway 6.25 Film: King 
Kong (2005) 7.25 FYI Daily 7.30 Film: 
King Kong (2005) 10.00 Family Guy 

11.30 Bordertown 12.00 American Dad! 

12.55 The Cleveland Show 1.50 @ 
elevenish 2.15 Ariana Grande: The Hot 
Desk 2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.20 Film: Columbo: The Bye-Bye Sky- 
High IQ Murder Case (1977) 12.50 A 
Touch of Frost 5.00 Midsomer Murders 
7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 By Royal 
Appointment 9.00 Great Estates of 
Scotland 10.15 Film: The American 
President (1995) 11.15 FYI Daily 11.20 
Film: The American President (1995) 
12.35 The Kindness of Strangers 2.05 
Wycliffe 3.00 May the Best House Win 
4.40 On the Buses 5.35 Judge Judy 5.55 
ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

6.15 The Goodwood Members Meeting 

7.15 Football’s Greatest: George Best 

7.30 Pawn Stars 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Police Academy 
(1984) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: 

Police Academy (1 984) 11.05 Film: 
Driven to Kill (2009) 12.05 FYI Daily 
12.10 Film: Driven to Kill (2009) 1.10 
The Sweeney 2.05 Ax Men 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.55 Toy Story Toons 3.25 Ice Age: The 
Great Egg-Scapade 3.55 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 4.00 Rude(ish) Tube 4.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 11.00 Rude 
Tube 12.05 The Aliens 1.10 The 100 2.10 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 2.55 Rules of 
Engagement 3.40 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Judy Moody and the Not Bummer 
Summer (2011) 1.00 Sunshine on Leith 
(2013) 3.05 Stuart Little 2 (2002) 4.40 
Home Alone (1990) 6.45 Grease 2 (1982) 
9.00 Red 2 (2013) 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Deadly Suspicion, Channel 5,3.20pm 

The estranged members of the Danville family are 
reunited when their patriarch, a prominent politician, is 
murdered. However, one of them is missing - an 
unstable daughter who was abandoned in a mental 
institution years before. When news reaches them that 
she escaped on the night of the killing, they realise 
she could be the culprit - and they could be next. 
Thriller, starring Marilu Henner. (2008) 

TUESDAY 

Stolen Child, Channel 5,3.20pm 

A couple who have tried unsuccessfully to conceive 
resort to adopting a baby from Eastern Europe. 
However, their newfound happiness is shattered when 
they discover the disturbing series of events that 
brought the child into their lives. Drama, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier and Corbin Bernsen. (2012) 



Marcella faces a deadly 
blast from the past 


I n 2014, the Swedish-Danish crime 
thriller The Bridge began a run on 
BBC Four. 

Fans of the series may be 
interested to know that its creator, 
Hans Rosenfeldt, is also the man 
behind this new drama, his first 
British project. 

“Turin is a city in the north of Italy 
that I don’t know much about, but it 
was there that Marcella was born,” 
reveals Rosenfeldt. “I was there to 
talk about The Bridge, and my 
thoughts on the remakes that have 
been made. It’s there that I met TV 
executive Nicola Larder. 

“Later, at a very nice dinner, she 
said she had an idea about a police 
series set in London, where we 
meet the protagonist at her lowest 
ebb, having just been left by her 
husband, with her kids away at 
boarding school and a serial killer 
from the past reappearing. Would I 
be interested in developing it 
further? The answer to that, as 
you’ve probably guessed, was yes.” 
Of course, cops on the edge aren’t 


exactly a rarity - in fact, millions of 
us have recently been gripped by 
the second series of Happy Valley, in 
which Sarah Lancashire played 
Catherine Cawood, a police 
sergeant still somehow picking 
herself up and carrying on with her 
life despite being repeatedly hit by its 
slings and arrows, including a 
psychopath determined to grind her 
down from inside his prison cell. 

Here, the action takes place in 
London rather than West Yorkshire, 
and focuses on Marcella Backland, 
played by Anna Friel. 

When we first meet her, Marcella 
is heartbroken by the break-up of 
her marriage and needs a new 
purpose. As a result, she returns to 
the police career she gave up 10 
years previously, and throws herself 
into her work with the Met’s Murder 
Squad to stop herself falling apart. 

Her first case involves a serial killer 
whose raison d’etre appears to be the 
same of a murderer she was trying to 
find in 2005. Has he started a new 
killing spree, or have the crimes been 
committed by a copycat? 


‘Anna Friel was the only actress I 
had in my head,” says Larder. “I’d 
worked with her briefly and I knew 
she was this incredibly powerful 
method actress. And I’d missed her 
- she hasn’t been in the UK for a 
while. She’s the right age for this 
character and emotionally she just 
lets herself go into a part. 

“Thankfully her first meeting with 
us went really well. I felt she had 
plugged herself into mine and 
Hans’s bodies and she understood 
this character from the inside out.” 

Larder also claims that it still ‘feels 
fresh” to have a female lead 
character in a major drama series, 
despite many examples of that 
happening, including in the 
aforementioned Happy Valley, as 
well as the likes of Scott and Bailey 
and, of course, the mighty Prime 
Suspect. 

She also neglects to mention the 
Nordic flavour brought to the BBC’s 
River by Stellan Skarsgard, but we’ll 
forgive her these omissions if 
Marcella lives up to its promise. 



Anna Friel stars in Marcella, Monday, ITV, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


The Living Daylights, Friday, ITV, 10.40pm 


WEDNESDAY 

The Charge of the Light Brigade, BBC2,1.50pm 

A British major and his brother stationed in India 
during the Crimean War become rivals when they fall 
in love with the same woman. An allied local ruler 
betrays the British, carrying out a massacre of 
civilians and prompting the major to swear revenge 
on him - ultimately leading a suicidal attack on an 
enemy artillery position. Fact-based drama, starring 
Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland and Nigel Bruce. 
(1936) 

THURSDAY 

Deadly Daycare, Channel 5,3.25pm 

A divorcee suspects a nursery is mistreating her 
young daughter. Thriller, starring Kayla Ewell. Edited 
for daytime broadcast. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

The Living Daylights, ITV, 10.40pm 

James Bond crosses the continents to help a KGB 
agent to defect to the West. While protecting him from 
an unknown assassin, the super-spy is drawn into the 
world of arms dealing. Action adventure, with Timothy 
Dalton making his debut appearance as 007, 
alongside Maryam dAbo, Joe Don Baker and Art 
Malik. (1987) 


MONDAY 

Neighbours: Hotel Death Trap 
Channel 5,5.30pm 

It’s all kicking off in Erinsborough this week! Over 
the years viewers have witnessed some 
extraordinary (and, occasionally, unbelievable 
moments) during the long-running soap, but those 
in the know claim that this may top the lot - we’re 
certainly not used to the usually family friendly 
programme requiring a post-watershed slot. It all 
begins with everything seemingly ticking over as 
normal at the Lassiter’s leisure complex. Everyone 
is going about their business, unaware that 
somebody is tampering with its boiler. As a variety 
of meetings and assignations get under way - 
including a secret rendezvous, surprise encounters 
and the arrival of two mystery men - the boiler 
explodes, leaving some well-known faces buried 
and trapped beneath the resulting debris. But who 
will survive the carnage? 

TUESDAY 

Murdered By My Father 
BBC1,10.45pm 

In 2014, BBC Three brought us the award-winning 
one-off drama Murdered By My Boyfriend, which 
explored the issues of domestic abuse. Now the 
channel is bringing us this powerful drama, which is 



airing on TV after receiving its debut online, and 
tackles the controversial subject of ‘honour violence’ 
in Britain. Kiran Sonia Sawar stars as teenager 
Salma, whose widowed father Shahzad (Adeel 
Akhtar) is determined to find her a suitable 
husband, and thinks he has picked one in 
the shape of Haroon (Salman Akhtar). However, 
Salma has fallen for Imi (Mawaan Rizwan), who 
urges her to leave her family and marriage 
arrangements behind in favour of a new life. 

When Haroon confronts Shahzad about his 
daughter’s actions, the scene is set for more 
than one tragedy... 

WEDNESDAY 
The People Next Door 
Channel 4,9pm 

The award-winning team behind Cyberbully 
and Blackout are back with another 
thought-provoking one-off drama that 
raises some difficult questions. It 
begins with a young middle-class 
couple being interviewed by the 
police following an altercation with 
their neighbours. A series of 
flashbacks reveal that parents-to- 
be Gemma (Joanna Horton) and 
Richard (Happy Valley’s Karl I 


Davies) moved into their home two months 
ago and, after hearing sounds of rows and 
violence through the wall, they begin to suspect 
that one the neighbours’ children is at risk of 
abuse. When the authorities fail to intervene, 
Gemma and Richard use increasingly elaborate 
surveillance methods to find out 
what is really happening next 
door. Are their intrusive 
actions justified 
if it means protecting a 
child, or are the snooping 
couple the real 
neighbours from hell? 


).45pm 


THURSDAY 
Millionaires’ Mansions 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. London’s housing 
market is booming, thanks to 
'Dreign investors buying 
property worth more than 
£100 billion - and as a 
result the luxury interior 
design industry is 
flourishing. This 

_documentary 

follows three 


prestigious designers working for some of the 
capital’s wealthiest clients. They include Joanna 
Wood, who has been designing houses for royal 
families and Hollywood film stars for 30 years, and 
Brian Wade, who has spent the past four-and-a-half 
years designing a seven-storey Knightsbridge 
townhouse, with furniture including a stingray-skin 
coffee table and a chandelier made from Hyde Park 
leaves dipped in gold. 

FRIDAY 

Football: Women’s Euro 2017 Qualifiers 
BBC2,7.30pm 

There will be no room for complacency for World 
Cup semi-finalists England tonight as they face 
Belgium in their latest Euro 2017 Qualifier at 
Rotherham United’s New York Stadium. After the 
8-0 drubbing of Estonia in Tallinn, Mark Sampson’s 
Lionesses only just squeezed through their last 
qualifier 1-0 at home to Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
thanks to a Jill Scott winner. And they are also 
looking to bounce back after failing to win any of 
their three games against Germany, USA and 
France in last month’s inaugural SheBelieves Cup 
in America. Presenter Jacqui Oatley is joined in the 
studio by England internationals Kelly Smith and 
Rachel Brown-Finnis, while commentary is provided 
by Jonathan Pearce and Sue Smith. 



USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• I: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

I f: Now complete with 
‘comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


CHRONICLE 



in the 
picture? 



Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper | MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 






























thefastticket 


PUZZLES 


25 


BRAIN GYM 


No.371 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


A 

2 

K 

F 

4 M 

5 

w 
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7 
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8 

Y 
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10 

X 

"t 

12 

Q 

13 
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14 

1 

15 
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16 

s 

17 
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18 

0 

19 

u 

20 

D 

21 

B 

22 

z 

23 

E 

24 

J 

25 

P 

26 

N 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Be understanding 
and get along 
somehow (4,3) 

7. In the main he gets 
down to his work 
(5) 

9. Match label (5) 

10. Get together - for 
getting in the 
harvest? (7) 

12. Having no saving 
graces? (11) 

14. Not a difficult thing 
to eat? (5,2,4) 

18. His money may be 
well-earned! (7) 

19. One has no right to 
take things so (5) 

21. About enough for 
one shot (5) 

22. Succeed in losing 
one’s balance? 
(4,3) 


Down 

1. Obtain part of South 
Africa by birth? (5) 

2. Such action will be 
involuntary (6) 

3. Fruit brought up in a 
container (3) 

4. A case of 
perhaps private 
possessions? (3-3) 

5. It’s beastly being 
a long time in one 
occupation (7) 

8. He’s not free, yet 
may have time! (7) 

11. Soldier on a horse 
or military ship (7) 

13. Acid criticism (7) 

15. Stop a letter giving 
settlement (6) 

16. Lot of Arabs (6) 

17. The general idea in 
current travel (5) 

20. He has nothing 
inside for gardeners 
(3) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Harmed (7) 

7. Wed (5) 

9. To object (5) 

10. Malady (7) 

12. Secret (11) 

14. Cows (11) 

18. Hard-hearted (7) 

19. Talk (5) 

21. Trivial (5) 

22. Bill (7) 


Down 

1. Come in (5) 

2. Reciprocal (6) 

3. Lair (3) 

4. Mourn (6) 

5. Gift (7) 

8. Generous (7) 

11. Old-fashioned (7) 
13. Incensed (7) 

15. Creeks (6) 

16. Use (6) 

17. Haggard (5) 

20. Perform (3) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Head-waiter; 7 Orbit; 8 
Inertia; 10 Not right; 11 Pays; 13 Feeler; 15 
Beings; 17 Undo; 18 Lukewarm; 21 Threats; 

22 Eaten; 23 Denigrated. Down: 1 Habit; 

2 Attained; 3 Weight; 4 Item; 5 Entrain; 6 
Found fault; 9 Assessment; 12 Tenement; 14 
Endorse; 16 Purser; 19 Acted; 20 Taxi. QUICK 
-Across: 1 Foreboding; 7 Begin; 8 Learner; 

10 Intruder; 11 Flag; 13 Abduct; 15 Lessen; 

17 Oust; 18 Defender; 21 Younger; 22 About; 

23 Tenderness. Down: 1 Fight; 2 Renounce; 

3 Billet; 4 Drab; 5 Nonplus; 6 Obligatory; 9 
Regenerate; 12 Venerate; 14 Dispute; 16 Bearer; 
19 Dross; 20 Aged. 


Niner 


1. Who missed the last penalty of World 
Cup 94? 

2. Which part of the brain controls balance 
and coordination? 

3. Which animal has red, grey and Arctic 
varieties? 

4. Of what nationality is golfer Nick Price? 

5. In which river are the Thousand Islands? 

6. Who was the father-in-law of Moses? 


7. Which poet’s middle name was 
Bysshe? 

8. Which Dutch queen’s husband was 
Prince Bernhard? 

9. Which French philosopher coined the 
term ‘property is theft’? 

10. To which family does the okapi belong? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 WWI; 2 Denmark and Norway; 

3 Lothian; 4 The Lion King; 

5 Human Immunodeficiency Virus; 

6 Napoleon Bonaparte; 7 Month; 8 Danish; 
9 John Prescott; 10 Romansch. 

Niner: ABUSIVELY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


2359 

581495 

967895 


gives a garment, 
gives another garment, 
gives a third garment. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Buy and sell with 
ClassifiedsAds 






Visit our ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 




ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


EASTER SALE 
MUST END 
THIS 

WEEKEND 



EASTER SALE 
MUST END 
THIS 

WEEKEND 


Friday 1st 9 - 6pm Saturday 2nd 9 - 6pm Sunday 3rd 10 - 4pm 


Kingsize Sophia Bedframe | Kingsize Moonlight Bedframe I Kingsize Diamonte Bedframe 


i 


*Ultra Modern Design 
*Matt extra An unbeatable price 

S®Ql|7@ I 0® 


‘Classic Antique Style 
‘Matt extra ‘Crystal Effect 

a©© 


*2 Colours ‘Matt extra 
‘Crystal Detail 

0 ®Gi^@ c a£© 


Newland Extending Table I Kingsize Brooklyn Bedframe 





‘Solid Oak and Oak Veneers 
‘Extends 1.2m to 1.6m ‘Chairs extra 

Q®Git7@G©© 


*2 Colours ‘Matt extra 
*4 Deep Storage Drawers 

©©Qt^yS'i]©© 


‘Dark Brown Leather Effect 
‘Manual Action 


Florence Single Bedframe 


Divine Small Double Bed 


Cardiff Singlesize Bed 





‘Lovely White Wood Frame 
‘Matt extra 



*3/4 size *2 Drawers 
‘Medium Firm Mattress 


<3®g l|y@©© 

I I 


EASTER SALE 

Brierley Hill Branch 

EASTER SALE 

MUST END 

t: 01384 79393 

MUST END 

THIS 

Oakfield House, Level Street 

THIS 

WEEKEND 

Brierley Hill, DY5 1TZ 

WEEKEND 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 31,2016 
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eating out 



Can’t go wrong - the steak and six (count them) chips Fine dining in the Orangery Restaurant Picture perfect - the restaurant’s picturesque setting 



Tasty - goat’s cheese and ricotta ravioli 


it's fine dining at Moat House but 
you may have to push the boat out 


SET in a 14th century manor 
house in a quaint rural Stafford¬ 
shire village, family-run restau¬ 
rant The Moat House, in Acton 
Trussell, is a beautiful venue. 

It’s set in splendid surroundings - 
complete with a moat - and is the per¬ 
fect destination for an indulgent treat. 

Its award-winning Orangery Restaurant 
is renowned for superior quality, excellent 
service and stunning presentation; but also 
its pricey menu but as the saying goes, you 
get what you pay for. 

The tasting menu, for example, costs £60 
each - or £90 each with paired wines care¬ 
fully selected to complement every dish. 
Its gourmet menu, costs £45 per head, for 
a four-course meal, complete with amuse- 
bouche, fresh bread, vegetable panache, fil¬ 
ter coffee and petit fours. 


By Kirsten Rawlins 


The eatery does, however, now have 
a ‘fixed price menu’, with three courses 
priced at £24 between 6.30-7.30pm, Sunday 
to Friday, making this high-end venue far 
more affordable for a regular trip. 

The food, needless to say, remains every 
bit as high-quality and delicious as we’d 
hoped - but more on that later. 

My partner and I visited The Moat House 
on a rainy Thursday evening after a long 
day at work and, though the pair of us were 
tired we were immediately put at ease by 
the attentive staff in the restaurant, com¬ 
plete with sparkling chandeliers and crisp, 
white tablecloths. 

It is often the case that fixed price menus 
are limited to few options, but The Moat 
House’s list was packed with delicious 
foods - from pig cheek and cured mackerel 


for starters, through to roast guinea fowl, 
sirloin steak and cod in browned butter 
for mains. After studying the options, my 
other half opted for the oriental pig cheek 
for a starter, and I for the goat’s cheese and 
ricotta ravioli. 

My ravioli was cheesy, tender and deli¬ 
cious. The oriental pig cheek, meanwhile, 
was tender and meaty, marinated in a tasty 
coating. 

Treated 

Before the starters arrived, we were 
treated to a basket of seeded and non- 
seeded bread, followed by a shot glass of 
celery and garlic soup. 

Due to my desire to try outlandish foods 
- and my partner’s tendency to stick to 
what he knows - we rarely end up eating 
the same meals when dining out, but this 
time around there was no doubt about what 


we wanted: the Staffordshire sirloin steak. 

And, though the meat was fairly tender, 
had no gristle and was cooked as we’d re¬ 
quested, it was - for all intents and pur¬ 
poses - a fairly average steak and chips. The 
dish came with a side of buttery vegetables 
and six stacked chips. 

As it happened, we were full, but the 
sweets looked too tempting, so we settled 
for the Valrhona dulce chocolate panna 
cotta and the banana and caramel arctic 
roll. And, my goodness, they were the best 
desserts I think I’ve ever had the delight of 
trying. 

Considering we visited the restaurant on 
a Thursday - and by 9pm there was barely 
a table left - I would certainly recommend 
booking in advance, especially at weekends. 

An incredible meal, with superb pres¬ 
entation, in a wonderful setting with rea¬ 
sonably attentive service. 



Saving our home delivered readers money off High Street shopping’ 


For more information call 0800 146 540 today! 


"Six day home delivery and Direct Debit payment customers only. 


Call now on 0800 146 540 and quote HALF PRICE 


Savkiq our renters 

£ lOO’s off 

Hi'ih Sin** *how**0 


Terms & Conditions: This offer entitles new 
customers only to 50% discount off the 
Express & Star when delivered six nights a week 
and paying by Direct Debit only. You will also 
qualify for our new rewards scheme, saving you 
money off High Street Shopping. Subject to 
home delivery network where available 


Get the 

EX1 

iress & Star 
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PROPERTY 


improved and extended 
traditional family semi 



THIS improved semi-de¬ 
tached house in High Haden 
Crescent, Cradley Heath, in¬ 
cludes a large lounge/dining 
room with a log burner. 

It is for sale through Hicks Hadley 
at £190,000. With a garage, driveway, 
gas central heating, double glazing, it 
also has a long rear garden with patios 
and a lawn. It has a porch, a reception 
hall with under-stairs cupboard, large 
lounge/dining room with a bay window 
and patio doors to the rear, extended 
fitted kitchen with fitted oven and hob 
with cooker hood over, three good- 
sized bedrooms and a bathroom. 

Contact Hicks Hadley on 0121 
5856667 or visit www.hickshadley.com 



Charming cottage with 
a delightful courtyard 



|£ ■ a 


A CHARMING Grade II listed 
cottage close in a courtyard 
setting, Trow Cottage, 30 Lax 
Lane, Bewdley, also has a ga¬ 
rage. 

It is now for sale through Allan Mor¬ 
ris at a reduced price of £199,000 with 
no chain. 

It has an attractive front stable door, 
entrance hall, lounge, a dining kitchen 
with a washing machine, dishwasher, 
fridge, freezer and fitted electric oven 
with hob over. There is a stable-type 
door to the rear patio and a courtyard 
area, first floor bathroom with a white 
suite, Jack ‘n’ Jill bathroom, two bed¬ 
rooms (one previously two singles). 

The delightful courtyard setting to 
the rear is an enclosed haven with ma¬ 
ture plants and shrubs, lawns, commu¬ 
nal seating area and paved pathways. 
There is also a patio area and lawn. 

Contact Allan Morris on 01299 
400555 or visit www.allan-morris.co.uk 



Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



OLDBURY, Titford Road £895 pcm+Fees 

A very well presented, spacious semi detached period propertyl 
perfect for a large family refurbished to a high standard. Briefly 
comprising 2 reception rooms, good size kitchen, utility, 
downstairs w.c & shower room, 5 good size bedrooms, study| 
area / dressing area, first floor shower & family bathroom, 
aaraae^n^fnma^aitdn^oi^ai^PC^ 


SUTTON COLDFIELD, Hartopp COURTE800 pcm+Fees 
A delightful ground floor 2 bedroom apartment with an 
en-suite to master. The property has excellent links to 
Birmingham City Centre, being located a short walk from the 
railway station, is gas centrally heated and double glazed and 
is located in a gated complex with secure allocated parking. 
EPC: TBC 



WITHYMOOR, Aldeford Drive£725 pcm-ffeesl 

Well presented semi detached house situated on this popular estate. I 
Occupying a quiet cul de sac location. Featuring an attractive lounge with I 
breakfast kitchen to the rear. To the 1 st floor there are 3 bedrooms and a I 
family bathroom, whilst to the outside there are gardens to front and rear. I 
In addition, there is a garage and drive, and the property benefits from I 
gasiire^entraUieatiri^n^oublylazin^oU^yTMSsed^PC^J 



HALESOWEN, Haden Hill Road£695 pcm+Fees 

Recently refurbished to a very high standard this 3 bedroom 
detached house close to Halesowen Town Centre features a 
lovely reception room, modern fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 
dining room with patio doors leading to a private rear garden. 
Upstairs there are 2 double bedrooms & 1 single, modern fitted 
family bathroon^jvitl^howei^nvewa^oi^^ar^PC^^^ 


DUDLEY, Ivanhoe Street £650 pcm+Fees 

Hicks Hadley are delighted to market this well presented terraced 3 bedroom 
property. Featuring on the lower level, a modern kitchen/diner and reception 
room, ground level has 2 reception rooms and main entrance hall, 2 
bedrooms and family bathroom on the 1st floor and master bedroom (loft 
conversion) on the top floor. The property also benefits from rear garden and 
parking tr^h^^ai^Uii^mgert^TTLjs^^iewe^^ull^ggreciat^^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Nimmings Road£650 pcm+Fees 

Large end terraced property close to Blackheath Town Centre 
& Rowley Regis Train Station. This property features lounge, 
new fitted kitchen/dining area, 3 bedrooms, ensuite shower 
room, house bathroom with shower, central heating, double 
glazing, front & rear gardens with garage to rear of property 
and drivewa^arkint^onj^^^ai^^PC^^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Briery Close£595 pcm+Fees 

Recently refurbished is this 3 bedroom semi detached family 
home in this popular residential area. Briefly comprising of 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 3 good size bedrooms, front 
& rear garden. On road parking. Ideal for Timbertree Primary 
Schoo^PC^ 


W 



HALESOWEN, Clifton Road £575 pcm+Fees 

A property not to be missed! Set within a quiet cul-de-sac, a lovely 
mid terraced property which is ideal for local shops, Rowley Regis 
Train Station and the M5 J2, comprising of: 2 double bedrooms 
with fitted wardrobes, good size lounge, modern kitchen, house 
bathroom with shower, double glazing, gas central heating, 
>av parking for 3 cars, small rear garden. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Haden Arch Court£575 pcm+Fees 

Contemporary living in Halesowen. This 1st floor spacious 
apartment above the archway, within walking distance to 
Halesowen Town Centre and buses, the apartment features 
gas central heating, double glazing, open plan living room/ 
fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with separate 
shower^ubicl^llocatecytarkinc^PC^^^^^^^^^^ 


ROWLEY REGIS, Clent View£575 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a new build property on a select development. 
This 2 bed end terrace is finished to an exceptional standard. The property 
features a spacious lounge with patio doors leading to a low maintenance 
garden, modern fitted kitchen with integrated cooker/hob, downstairs w.c, 
x2 double bedrooms both with large fitted wardrobes. Also benefits from off 
road reaj^ar1<in^oi^^are^oubl^|azin^n^a^entraNTeatmc^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Talbot Street£550 pcm+Fees 

A fabulous newly renovated mid-terrace house with complete re-wire, 
new alarm system, new roof, new ‘A’ rated Bosch boiler, gas central 
heating, new carpets & decorated throughout comprising 2 reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 3 bedrooms, 
rear garden, on road parking. Ideally located a short distance from 
JocaLshogs^rad^e^^^ir^taUor^n^h^Tumbei^^u^gut^^PC^ 



HALESOWEN, Hagley Road (Rosegardens)£550 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 1st floor coach house apartment within 
walking distance to Halesowen Town Centre and on a major 
bus route. Featuring gas central heating, living room, fitted 
kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking space, 
and a lovely communal garden. An internal inspection is 
hiahlv recommended. EPC: TBC 



HALESOWEN, Stourbridge Road£475 pcm+Fees 
A lovely flat that has been fully re-furbished to a very high 
standard above a shop and within walking distance of town 
centre comprising of: Large living room, kitchen with oven/ 
hob, 1 double bedroom, beautiful shower room, gas central 
heating, d [ oubl^lazin^arkin^^id^^rogert^PC^C 


NETHERTON, Mousesweet Lane£450 pcm+Fees 

A modern style furnished to suit ground floor apartment in 
superbly convenient location in a quiet cul-de-sac featuring: 
entrance hallway, lounge with electric fire, fitted kitchen with 
appliances, 1 double bedroom, bathroom suite with shower, 
rear access to private courtyard, driveway for 2 cars, gas 
centraljieatincyloubl^lazinc^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN, Pippin Avenue£425 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished, modern, spacious ground floor flat on this 
popular estate and briefly comprising; open plan living room/ 
fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
electric storage heating, full double glazing, parking space. A 
minimum contract of 12 months is required. EPC: D 


m 


CRADLEY HEATH, Halesowen Road£395 pcm+Fees 
This value for money unfurnished terraced house, close 
to Old Hill town centre and Old Hill train station. Featuring 
2 bedrooms with fitted wardrobes, gas central heating, 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen with appliances, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, on road parking. NO REAR GARDEN. 
EPC: D 



KIDDERMINSTER, Bewdley Road£350 pcm+Fees 

A fully re-furbished 1st floor studio apartment comprising 
of A combined lounge/bedroom, fitted kitchen with electric 
cooker, white bathroom suite with shower. Gas central 
heating, doubl^lazin^PCJB^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


LYE, High Street £330 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Lye at Lye Cross. This 2nd floor 
flat above shops features a large lounge, kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower, and is available 
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Local Specialists 


Decorating 


Double Glazing 


Computers 



Gardening 



HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
Commercial & Residential 
Work Undertaken 


• Painting 

• Paperhanging 

• Tiling 


• Flooring 

• Kitchens 

• Bathrooms 


Call Nick: 07792865975 

i nick@harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

Painters & 
Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


POINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured ^ 

0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 S6I 1881 
07532 200591 




A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Assured 

Call: \V 1 
07730 
477564 



Plans prepared for 
building projects 
both Commercial 
and Domestic 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

Checkairadecoi _ 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Misted Sealed Units? 


21 lark (Emmtrg (Hazing 


Contact 0$ for a fREF quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of I 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

JAaRated Windows as Standard 

TlO YEAR GUARANTEE 

^ ejjfioiesit ummx&oujT 4) 6 

that tuost t cart the easiih 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com M, 




[FE.NSA] 


Driveways 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Odd jobs to full refits 
Guaranteed lowest prices 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing* Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Fencing 


I LBTFenc 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking , 
slabbing & 
block paving 

-FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing & Gates 




All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Cell Steve on 


t13M2«2l}1 or 17971300586 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC\ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and ligl 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 

. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

r Free quotations available Over 20 years ’ experience 



ROWAN THEE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884/07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk * 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


spring Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 

Deals now H 


on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

i OFFICE: 0121 423 388310844 561 7244 


n|ee 

I APPR0\ 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


im%jwuumu 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality —am 

local service call: 


mbelectric. co. uk 



Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 



• Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


MOT 


with this advert 
FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, 865 OU 

0121 559 6001 


0 


MOT 


Now Taking bookings for Spring / Summer 

• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Patios Jet Washed 




Please call: 0121 422 5818 / 07979 980951 




mmmssmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Mobile Hairdresser 


IMOBI LEM 
H A I RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Permsetj 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Handyman 


Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. • Flat pack furniture • Curtain and blind hanging 
• Felting sheds • Changing locks • Painting and decorating 
• Putting up shelves • Laying of ceramic/laminate floors 
• Hanging doors 

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 



Re-upholstery, Repairs and 

CONTRACT J^DOMESTI 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns . 

Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
ar 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmj 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01902 319590 


IB 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 


IB 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 













































































































































Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
- partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



IMiCk'S M OH PLASTERERS 

Plastering 
Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


0121 559 4818 
07930 525677 


i 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 




KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


^ Property Maintenance 

! 

BEi 


u 



0 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering ★ New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 
PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


3rd Generation Roofer 
/ 20 Years Experience 
/ Small Repairs 
Gutters Cleared 
No Money Upfront 
Fibreglass Flat 


CALL ON 07553 873075 / 01384 671988 

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE 


ROOFING SERVICES 




I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting _ 


•fascias •befits *DryUerge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 

Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 
All work undertaken » Call Tony for a free quote 


01214224116/07961604632 


Window Specialists 


To 

advertise 
yodr w 
business - 

Please call * 

01902 319590 “ 
01902 319577 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers,,, 

i 

1 Call us on... | 

01902319590 J 

1 

E-mail us at... 1 

mark.moore@expressandsfar.co.uk 1 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake I 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 


DATING 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


your dating servi 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


your ad by text 

fcrss <r* i si 0906 500 3955 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: Have the ad. 

promptly wf 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


« 



Single Women 



TRISH, 45, tall slim young/good 
looking GSOH, professional, 
solvent, OHAC, affectionate and 
loves TLC, WLTM male who also 
likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

421137| 

JENNI. hairdresser, brunette, 
caring and fun. WLTM chap any 
age, must be discreet with car, I 
have a nice home to meet in. 
Text only Box: 4139156 
LOUISE 35, loves meals out, 
WLTM tallish, considerate 
mature male who is not 
frightened to express themselves 
and enjoy life. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:421135 0 
KAREN, curvy brunette, 42yrs 
loves men of all ages and sizes 
but must make me laugh. I am 
married with open marriage. Text 
only Box: 4020257 
SARA, 39, homeowner, likes 
animals, tattoos and texting, 
looking for friendship hopefully 
leading to more. Get in touch! 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421455| 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box:419673 

ATTRACTIVE, slim woman 
looking for fun and excitement 
with guy 35-40 pis text. Text 
only Mailbox: 5419773 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

MANDY, 45, friendly outgoing 
arty female who loves 
wining/dining, looking for male to 
sweep me off my feet, take me 
out and make me feel special, 
reciprocation guaranteed. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421503| 

LUCY first time advertiser, 32yrs, 
tall slim blonde airline worker, 
seeks discreet gent, any status 
for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 
Box:420237 

SALLY 37 blonde, blue eyed, 
who loves life, music, letting my 
hair down, looking for similar flirty 
guy for enjoy TLC and life. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421451 | 

JO attractive 30's brunette who 
loves life, WLTM up for it male to 
enjoy nights in/out, weekends 
away, fun times and hopefully 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:421259 0 
EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 421375 
MONICA 35, very attractive, 
gorgeous curvy figure, WLTM 
nice male who wants to get to 
know a genuine black beauty to 
wine, dine, romance hopefully 
leading to more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421241 0 
FEMALE, 36, looking for a 
genuine guy to wine and dine me 
with lots of laughter and fun 
times. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4758012 

46YR old Asian lady looking for 
friendship maybe more with 
white male 50+ Text only to 
Mailbox: 5404865 
ROSIE, 43yrs, bored and lonely, 
I don't get out much but would 
like to meet a nice chap, married 
or single, fun only pis. Text only 
Box 4078225 


ANGELA, 42, green eyed dark 
haired feminine lady who enjoys 
walking and keeping fit, seeking 
lonely kind gentleman for good 
times and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421115 0 
MARGARET 39, dark hair/eyed 
attractive petite divorcee, new to 
area and looking to start a new 
life, WLTM child friendly male, 
single dad welcome. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

421129| 

ANNA, 41, new to single life 
seeking caring professional male 
for no strings fun, attention and 
laughter. Life is too short, lets 
enjoy it! Call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421127 0 
YVONNE, single mum, happy 
with life, but would like to meet 
someone to share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 I 

48 year old, slim, green eyed 
female, n/s, likes meals out, local 
theatre, live local bands, nights 
in, looking for a gentleman, 48- 
52, for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420839 0 
FEMALE, 37, new to area, would 
like to meet nice trustworthy 
man, for friendship hopefully 
more. Text only to mailbox: 
5392585 

CAROL 37 attractive slim 
blonde, curves in all the right 
places, nice personality, good 
company, looking for caring man 
for fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420757 0 
JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, 
size 12, varied interests, loves 
cuddling, kissing and showing 
affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420357 0 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

HI I am Lorna 39yr old slim 
female, 5ft 5ins, many interests, 
loves music, seeking romantic 
male to enjoy special times 
together, hopefully leading to 
true love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421413 0 
KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and 
broadminded, seeks no strings 
fun with chap any age, must be 
discreet. Tel: 0906 515 3039 
Box:407953 

JAYNE, 42, very pretty brunette, 
stylish, fun, loves the 60's, fine 
wine/restaurants, seeks 

professional gent for mutual life 
enhancement. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:421311 0 
ABIGAIL, 33yrs slim 

sophisticated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasures with a 
discreet experienced man, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 0906 
515 3015 Box: 421339 
HONEST sincere affectionate 
nurse, 48, OHAC, WLTM child 
friendly male/single dad for 
dates, chats, laughter and more. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421111 0 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 
MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, 
petite, blonde, blue eyes, looking 
to enjoy life with similar romantic, 
caring guy. Single dad welcome. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420791 0 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no 
ties, GSOH, N/S, loves the 
simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy 
together with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420729 0 


JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417985 0 

SAMANTHA pretty brunette, 
very busty 36, intelligent, 
independent with a real lust for 
life, seeks big-hearted stocky 
male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420599 0 
SUE, 46, confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive 
interesting guy for intimate 
evenings in with great food and 
conversations. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420701 0 
BEV 30yr old curvy attractive 
female, likes music, travel, 
animals, cosy nights in front of a 
log fire, looking for affectionate 
male for good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420715 0 

LILY, genuine lady looking for a 
genuine man. I like cosy nights in 
and am a smoker. Text only 
mailbox no: 5372466 
TRISH, 44, tall slim young/good 
looking GSOH, professional, 
solvent, OHAC, affectionate and 
loves TLC, WLTM male who also 
likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420601 0 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, slim 
attractive blonde, varied interests 
and solvent, WLTM honest male 
of any age. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420685 0 
CHRIS, 67, brunette, cuddly, 
WLTM caring, kind gentleman, 
for days out, meals out, walks etc 
and for just being together. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420667 

ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, 
long-haired music loving female, 
with many interests including 
dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5345662 


Single Men 



YOUNG at heart male, smart, 
looks younger than age, likes 
socalising, looking for 
companionship & friendship. 
Text only Mailbox: 5412069 
SHROPSHIRE trucker, 54~ 

WLTM female, 40-65, black or 
white, for friendship, fun and 
hopefully more x Text only 
Mailbox: 5411957 
DOMINANT Goddess sought by 
tall slim compliant white male, 
50, who WLTM an elegant, 
sensual, high heeled lady, any 
age/race. Text only Mailbox: 
4673363 

SMOKIN’ rock geezer, 53, into 
gigging & camping WLTM rock 
chick 46-58ish, into similar, to 
share experiences, GSOH 
essential! Text only Mailbox: 
5414037 

ADVENTUROUS 35yrold male, 
slim, dark hair, likes music, bike 
rides and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417235 0 
GRAHAM, 50s, 5ft10, blue eyes, 
very smart, OHAC, solvent, 
smoker, WLTM a very feminine, 
sensual, high heels lady, 36-52, 
for romantic evenings out and 
holidays, South Cheshire, Staffs, 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421103 
CARING male, 55, N/S, medium 
build, likes meals out, music, 
cinema, sports, driving, seeks 
female, 40-60 for friendship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
239148 


JOHN, 60s, sincere, looking to 
love and be loved, hurt in the 
past, likes meals out, sports and 
east coast. Text only Mailbox: 
4467786 

YOUNG looking 56 single male, 
looking for a relationship with 
petite 40 to 50 year old, likes 
going out/staying in. Text only 
Mailbox: 5428643 
MIKE, 6ft, medium to big build, 
WLTM lady for no stings fun, 
discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421359 0 
MALE seeking female, 45 plus, 
status unimportant, discretion 
assured for fun times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418481 
PHIL, 53, 5ft7, stocky athletic 
build, likes keep fit, swimming, 
cosy nights in, meals out, WLTM 
an honest, attractive, caring lady, 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

421385 0 

MATURE^ year old. Career 

minded. Workaholic. Looking for 
a chat maybe more? Age does 
not matter. Text only Mailbox: 
5423510 

NEIL 52, solvent, average build, 
GSOH seeks a caring romantic 
female for fun nights in and out, 
and lots of cuddles & kisses. 
Text only Mailbox: 5418572 
PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks 
no strings fun with younger 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414991 
MALE 45yrs old, self-employed 
motor trader/mechanic, medium 
build, green eyes, average looks. 
I am a nice genuine and honest 
person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent 
relationship and happy times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418709 0 

MALE 63, N/S, honest, GSOH, 
car owner, seeks female, 55-70 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416817 

GENUINE male, 58, OHAC, 
looking for fun lady for no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:417601 

WALSALL male looking for lady 
for no strings adult fun on a 
regular basis, within 10 miles of 
Walsall is preferred but not 
essential, age/looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420873 0 

STEVE 58 yrs, 6ft, average 
build, seeking woman for NSA 
mutual pleasure, marital status 
unimportant. Text only to 
mailbox: 5400701 
YOUNG at heart lonely 55yr old 
male, 5ft 10, medium build, n/s, 
GSOH, loyal, looking for a 
female for adult fun time, 
possible LTR. Text only to 
mailbox: 5321154 
SOUTH Notts guy, 60, medium 
5'10 seeks attractive lady for 
evening & weekend fun. Text 
only Mailbox: 5339775 
MALE 63, N/S, GSOH, genuine, 
caring, likes music, travel, meals 
out, casual drink, seeks female, 
50-70 for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416997 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, 
slim, OHAC, seeks female, 18 
plus for discreet adult fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401875 

62yr old professional male seeks 
female 55-70, curvy and 
feminine, for fun, laughter and 
relationship. Text only to 
mailbox: 4435871 
TREVOR 45, likes cinema, going 

out, some quiet nights in and 
looking for someone with similar 
interests. Text only to mailbox: 
5392042 

COLIN 48, loving, kind, seeks 
loving kind caring cuddly lady 48 
to 54 for LTR, love and romance. 

Text only to mailbox: 5308886 

MALE 51, seeks lady to spoil 
and pamper. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 313191 
MALE 55, stocky, seeks lady for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407741 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 2130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 



CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 28/03/16 
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Halesowen Autos 


Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 



10/10 Mercedes E200 Blue-CY Sport CGI Estate 

7 Seater, 52k, Black, Black Leather,Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£13995 / £72 Per Week 

HI 

06/56 jaguar X] Sovereign 2.7TDVI Diesel Automatic 
60k, Silver,Alloys, Premium Cream Leather, Sat- 
Nav.Top Spec - Every Extra 

£9995 / £51 Per Week 

1 • 

09/09AudiA4 2.0TDI Diesel 143 SE 

5dr Multitronic Auto Estate, 88k, Black,Alloys, 

Digital Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£9495 / £49 Per Week 


. 09/09 Audi A3 l.8TFSi Convertible 

50k, Blue,Alloys, E/Hood, E/Windows, 

Air con, CD Player 

|£8995 / £46 Per Week 


10/10 Saab 9-3 Linear SE CabrioletTID 1.9 Diesel 
j *ONE OWNER* Black, Cream Leather, Alloys, 

1 Air Con, CD, E/Hood, E/Windows 

£7995 / £42 Per Week 


109/09 Mini Cooper 1.6 Convertible 

35k,White with Black Hood,Alloys, CD, 
E/Windows, E/Hood 

£7995/£42 Per Week 

II ‘ 1 

> 3BP 

08/08 Jaguar X-Type 2.2D S Diesel 

4dr Automatic, 59k, Blue,Alloys, Half Cream 

Leather, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 


09/59 Mini Cooper Diesel 

52k, Black with Chequered Roof,Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 


06/56Toyota Rav-4 XT4 D-4D 2.2 Diesel 4WD 

5dr, 75k, Silver,Alloys,Air Con, CD, 

E/Windows, E/Sunroof 

£6795 / £35 Per Week 




09/09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

3 dr, ONLY 26k MILES, Mauve, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5995 / £32 Per Week 


13/13 Peugeot 1071.0 Allure 

14k, Black, *ZERO ROAD TAX* Alloys, 

Air Con, CD with Aux, E/Windows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 


10/10 Skoda Fabia 1.9 TDi Sport 

60k, Mauve with White Roof, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 


08/08 Renault Kangoo 1.6 Expression 

Automatic, ONLY 20k MILES, Blue, E/Windows, 

CD, Spacious MPV 

£4495 / £26 Per Week 


04/54 Mercedes C180K Avantgarde SE 

4dr Automatic, 76k, Silver,Alloys, 

Half Leather,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£3995 / £23 Per Week 

\ V 

08/08 Ford Mondeo 2.0TDCi Diesel Edge 

5dr[ 140] Automatic, 118k, Blue, 

Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 

Oa 

08/08 Ford Focus Zetec 1.6 TDi Diesel 

3 dr,*ONLY £30 ROAD TAX* 99k, Blue,Alloys, 

Air Con, E/Windows, CD 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 


07/07 Citroen Xsara PicassoVTX 1.6 HDI Diesel 
59k, Beige,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows, 
Panoramic Sunroof 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 


09/59 CitroenC3 l.l First 

43k, Black,Air Con, CD, E/Windows, 

Ideal 1st Car 

£2995 / £16 Per Week 




Finance example: 05/05 Nissan X-trail 2.2 dCi, Cash Price £3495, Deposit 300, Amount of credit £3195, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 60 Payments 
of £69.90 (£16.13 per week) Total amount payable £4793.44 (Includes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) _ 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


DRIVETIME 



Nissan is celebrating 20 
years of the ‘curry hook’ 


Nissan’s advanced driver as¬ 
sistance systems are available on 
many of its models, including the 
award-winning Qashqai crossover. 

Development of these hi-tech solu¬ 
tions is constantly evolving to improve 
the ownership experience, but Nissan 
engineers never forget that a simple 
approach can be just as effective. This 
month marks 20 years since the debut 
of one of its most iconic features - the 
much-loved ‘curry hook’. 

The dashboard hook first appeared 
on the Almera compact family hatch¬ 
back in March 1996, as a way of keep¬ 
ing hand bags or shopping bags up¬ 
right. It was quickly dubbed the ‘curry 
hook’ by media who recognised it was 
the perfect way to stop takeaway food 
from spilling into the car’s foot well. 

Today, it remains a feature of the 
brand’s crossovers such as the Qash¬ 


qai and X-Trail. All that’s changed is the 
location of the hook; it has moved from 
the dashboard to the boot. 

It’s just one of many simple solutions 
which Nissan has incorporated into its 
cars to make life easier for the driver. 
Another is the ‘Karakuri’ boot board - 
also known as the Flexi-Board - which 
is available on the Qashqai, Juke and 
Note. It allows owners to divide the 
cargo space according to their needs, 
and can be arranged in various config¬ 
urations to support and protect items 
in transit. When not in use, it cleverly 
stores out of the way in the boot floor. 

Nissan’s engineers have put just as 
much thought into the latest Navara 
pick-up. For example, it features a 12- 
volt power socket in the dashboard’s 
upper storage tray - ideal for custom¬ 
ers who have their own portable sat- 
nav device to stick to the windscreen. 
It means no potentially hazardous trail 


of wires across the facia, keeping the 
driving environment tidy and unob¬ 
structed. Cleverly, for customers who 
choose a Navara with an integrated 
sat-nav, the socket isn’t there. 

Such smart thinking isn’t a new ele¬ 
ment of the Nissan ‘customer-first’ phi¬ 
losophy. In September 1986, when the 
first Nissan Bluebird rolled off the new 
production line in Sunderland, UK, it 
had two analogue trip meters built into 
the instrument cluster behind the steer¬ 
ing wheel. 

Why? So business users could eas¬ 
ily separate and log their professional 
and private mileage. A unique feature 
at the time, it is now standard on the 
digital read-outs of almost every vol¬ 
ume car brand. 

Many innovations such as these be¬ 
gan life in the minds of the engineering 
experts at Nissan’s European Techni- 
cal Centre in Cranfield, UK. 




06/06 PEUGEOT 2071.4 S 5dr, Silver, 68,000 miles. 

09/09 CITROEN C31.4 COCHET 5dr, Blue, 24,000 miles. 

09/59 PEUGEOT 2071.4 XE 5dr, Blue, 32,000 miles. 

08/08 NISSAN NOTE 1.6 ACENTA 5dr, Red, 50,000 miles. 

08/08 SUZUKI SPLASH 1.3DDiS 5dr, Black, 26,000 miles. 

13/13 CHEVROLET SPARK 1.0LS 5dr, Green, 17,000 miles. 

07/57 HONDA CIVIC 1.8 VTEC SE l-SHIFT AUTO 5dr, Grey, 63,000 miles 

08/08 VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.4 DUNE TDi 5dr, Silver, 54,000 miles. 

11/11 NISSAN NOTE 1.6 N-TEC 5dr, Black, 20,000 miles. 

15/15 FIAT PANDA 1.2 POP 5dr, White, 15,000 miles. 

13/13 NISSAN MICRA 1.2 ACENTA 5dr, White, 14,000 miles. 

13/13 SUZUKI SWIFT 1.2 SZ3 3dr, Copper, 28,000 miles. 

10/59 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7CDTi SRi 5dr, Black, 54,000 miles. 

12/12 SKODA ROOMSTER 1.2 SE 5dr, Silver, 18,000 miles . 

13/62 PEUGEOT 3081.6 HDi ACCESS 5dr, Silver, 29,000 miles. 

13/13 KIA VENGA 1.6 2 AUTOMATIC 5dr, Silver, 39,000 miles. 

13/62 CHEVROLET ORLANDO 1.8LS 5dr, Silver, 30,000 miles. 

14/14 SUZUKI SX41.6 SZ3 5dr, White, 6000 miles. 

12/12 KIA RIO 1.4 3 5dr, Silver, 28,000 miles. 

12/62 FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5dr, Blue, 7500 miles. 

10/59 PEUGEOT 308 2.0 HDi SE CABRIOLET 2dr, Mocha, 40,000 miles . 

15/15 DACIA SANDERO 0.9 TCE LAUREATE 5dr, Blue, 7000 miles. 

09/09 MINI COOPER S 1.6 3dr, Blue/White, 13,000 miles. 


NOW 

.£2795 

.£3795 

.£4295 

.£4295 

.£4795 

.£4795 

.£4995 

.£5495 

.£6295 


.£6495 

.£6495 

.£6495 

.£6795 

.£6995 

,.£7195 

.£7295 

.£7995 

.£7995 

.£7995 

.£7995 

.£8295 


.£8495 

.£8495 


12/12 

10/60 

12/12 

13/62 

10/60 

12/62 

13/62 

11/61 

13/62 

11/61 

12/62 

09/59 

09/09 

11/60 

06/56 

14/64 

14/14 

14/14 

14/14 

15/64 

14/14 

15/15 


NOW 

SKODA FABIA 1.6TDi CR SCOUT 5dr, White, 38,000 miles. £8495 

HONDA CR-Z 1.5 IMA GT HYBRID 3dr, Black, 24,000 miles . £8695 

HONDA JAZZ 1.4 VTEC EX 5dr, Automatic, Blue, 7000 miles. £8995 

SUZUKI SX41.6 SZ5 4X4 5dr, White, 22,000 miles. £8995 

CITROEN DS31.6 HDi 3dr, White, 18,000 miles. £8995 

CITROEN DS31.6 HDi AIRDREAM 3dr, White, 23,000 miles. £9995 

NISSAN QASHQA11.6 ACENTA 5dr, Red, 26,000 miles. £10,995 

SKODA YETI 2.0 TDi CR SE 5dr, Grey, 11,000 miles. £11,995 

NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5DCi ACENTA 5dr, Grey, 18,000 miles. £11,995 

TOYOTA RAV 4 2.2 D-4D XT-R, 4X4 5dr, Silver, 41,000 miles. £12,495 

KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 KX-3 AWD, 4X4 5dr, Black, 20,000 miles . £15,995 

USED STOCK JUST ARRIVED 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 ACTIVE 5dr, Blue, 25,000 miles. £5495 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8 SRi 5dr, Grey, 64,000 miles. £6495 

KIA PICANTO 1.0 SPICE 5dr, Silver, 21,000 miles. £4495 

HONDA CR-V ES VTEC AUTOMATIC 5dr, Silver, 27,000 miles. £8995 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SALE 

VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3CDTi LI HI VAN Black, 10,000 miles. £7395 +VAT 

VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3CDTi L2 HI VAN Red, 19,000 miles. E7695+VAT 

TOYOTA PROACE 2.0HDi LWB VAN White, 20,000 miles. E9295+VAT 

VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0CDTi LWB VAN White, 24,000 miles . E9695+VAT 

TOYOTA PROACE 2.0HDi LWB VAN White, 13,000 miles. £10,000+VAT 

VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0CDTi LWB SPORTIVE VAN Silver, 24,000 miles. £11,195+VAT 

VAUXHALL VIVARO DOUBLECAB 1.6CDTS Bl TURBO LWB Gold, 8000 miles. £19,995+VAT 


Please contact Craig or Keith 

T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford 
DY6 8XB 

1 Mile from Russells Hall 
Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


Award winning family-run business - established 1953 

Motability Premier Dealer B^BH 
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SsangYong 
Korando 
Sports are 
full of value 

By James Parker 


SsangYong is earning a solid reputation for 
value and quality, and nowhere is this more 
evident than with its Korando Sports 1 tonne 
pick-up. 

Korean engineered and built, the Korando Sports 
has a reputation for durability, and is the only pick-up 
to come with a five year limitless mileage warranty. 
The range now has three models, the S, SX and EX 
with prices from just £14,495 - £18,195 (ex VAT). 

Based on the top of the range EX automatic, the new Ko¬ 
rando Sports DMZ is a limited edition model featuring full 
camouflage paintwork, roof rails and 18” alloy wheels, and 
priced at £19,195 (ex VAT). 

Paul Williams, CEO of SsangYong Motor UK, said: “With 
its keen price and comprehensive list of standard equip¬ 
ment, Korando Sports gives you a lot of vehicle for the mon¬ 
ey - from £14,495 (ex VAT), and the reassurance of a five 
year limitless mileage warranty for complete peace of mind. 

“It can be loaded like a truck yet still drives like a car, and 
really is the best value pick-up you can buy! 

“The DMZ is a bit of fun. We ordered a short run initially 
but they were instantly snapped-up by our dealers, so we 
think it could prove particularly popular with owner drivers.” 

Korando Sports is powered by SsangYong’s e-XDi 2 li¬ 
tre diesel engine, and provides maximum power of 155PS 
and peak torque of 360Nm delivered between 1,500rpm 
and 2,800rpm providing ample performance both on and off 
road, and fuel economy of up to 37.7 mpg on the Combined 
Cycle*. 

The vehicle has very good levels of NVH (noise, vibration 
and harshness) and comes with on-demand 4-wheel drive, 
a full 1 tonne payload and a towing capability of up to 2.7 
tonnes. 

A real workhorse, the pick-up features a large, flat rear 
deck giving a 2.04m2 load area to take a Euro pallet, and 
fitted with load deck liner and anchor points. A range of 
optional rigid hard tops to provide weather protection and 
security to the load area is also available. 

Also and unusually for the segment, the SsangYong Ko¬ 
rando Sports also features a live rear axle supported by a 
sophisticated multi-link rear suspension system with pro¬ 
gressive coil springs to give a comfortable, car like ride, 
instead of the more dated leaf springs employed on many 
other pick-ups. 


Equipped 

In addition to DMZ there are three models to choose from. 
The S is the lowest priced double cab pick-up on the market 
at just £14,495 (ex VAT). 

The SX is a step up and extremely well equipped with 18” 
alloy wheels, tinted glass, air conditioning, leather covered 
steering wheel, remote central locking, an MP3 CD & RDS 
radio with a USB & auxiliary port and Bluetooth connectivity 
as well as speed sensitive power assisted steering. The Ko¬ 
rando Sports SX costs £15,395 (ex VAT). 

The EX also features 18” alloy wheels, and adds the luxu¬ 
ry touch of leather upholstery with heated front seats, pow¬ 
ered driver’s seat, heated, electrically adjustable and power 
folding door mirrors and rear parking sensors. A Mercedes- 
Benz 5 speed automatic transmission with cruise control is 
also available as an option. The EX with manual transmis¬ 
sion is £16,995 (ex VAT), and with automatic transmission, 
£18,195 (ex VAT). 

As with all models in the SsangYong range, the new Ko¬ 
rando Sports 1 tonne pick-up is covered by a 5 year limitless 
mileage warranty. 

Designed to be totally transparent and give customers 
complete peace of mind, ‘limitless’ means just that: not a 
maximum mileage condition that some brands impose in 
their small print. 

All the major mechanical components are covered includ¬ 
ing wheel bearings, suspension joints and bushes, steering 
joints, shock absorbers and even the audio system. Weara¬ 
ble components such as clutch discs and brake friction ma¬ 
terials which could have their life reduced by poor driving 
are covered for one year or 12,000 miles, and the battery 
and paintwork for three years. 

SsangYong cars are manufactured in South Korea by 
SsangYong Motor, which is 73 per cent owned by the Indian 
engineering conglomerate Mahindra & Mahindra, and im¬ 
ported into the UK by SsangYong Motor UK. Established in 
1954 it is Korea’s oldest vehicle manufacturer and only 4x4 
and SUV specialist producer. 

There are currently some 60 SsangYong dealers covering 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, with new 
locations being added to the network all the time. 

Further information is available from: www.ssangyonggb. 
co.uk 

*Fuel Consumption: Korando Sports manual - Urban: 
29.4mpg Extra urban: 44.1 mpg Combined: 37.7mpg 



MASSIVE SAVINGS 

on delivery miles JAZZ & CIVIC 



NEW JAZZ 1.3 SE CVT 


m-wj+iii-j.i 

■ Cost New £16,595 



CIVIC 1.8 SE PLUS 5DR 


^ smmii 

to MMMliM 


• air con 

• cruise control 

• DAB radio 

• magic seats 


• 15 "alloys 

• auto head light and wipers 

• forward collision warning 

• front & rear parking sensors 


CIVIC 1.8 SPORT 5DR 


• l7"alloys 

• front fog lights 

• rear parking camera 

• rain sensing wipers 

• 6 speakers 

• climate control dual auto a/c 


Cost New £20,485 


• front & rear parking sensors 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 

• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display with 
AM/FM/DAB tuner, Aha® app integration & internet 
browsing, internet radio 


■ nm 



Cost New £20,535 



Garmin® Sat Nav Optional £500 
Cost New £22,350 


• 17"sport alloys 

• black roof lining 

• privacy glass 

• sports grille 

• body coloured spoiler 

• climate control 


• cruise control 

• front & rear parking sensors 

• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display 
with AM/FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, Aha® app 
integration, internet browsing, Garmin® navigation 

• rear parking camera 


CIVIC 1.6 SR DIESEL 5DR 


• l7"alloys 

• climate control (a/c) 

• cruise control 

• reversing camera 

• front fog lights 


• privacy glass 

• DAB radio 

• 2 x USB connectors 

• Honda Connect System 

• front & rear parking sensors 


CIVIC TOURER 1.6 SR DIESEL 


mujjuni.M'H 

mm 





Cost New £24,315 



Cost New £26,615 


• 16"alloys • glass roof 

• cruise control • privacy glass 

• climate control (a/c) • front fog lights 

• DAB radio • heated front seats 

• auto lights & wipers • Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• leather upholstery • front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 


• l8"alloys • cargo pack 

• cruise control • privacy glass 

• climate control (a/c) • leather upholstery 

• DAB radio • heated front seats and Magic seats 

• auto lights & wipers • Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• front fog lights • front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


Brindley Cannock 

Walsall Road 
CannockWSI I 0JP 

01543 406609 


Brindley West Bromwich 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 629 0990 


www.brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 690601 
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Our Low Mileage Selection 

i M2 C4 G Picass 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 1600 Miles £11,495 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Red Only 2000 Miles £8,695 

62 3008 1.6 HDI Active II EGC Red Only 4000 Miles £9,995 

03 B-Max 1.4 Zetec Ink Blue Only 4000 Miles £9,495 

13 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Brown Only 5000 Miles £8,995 

14 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exc EGS Silver Only 6000 Miles £9,995 

62 208 1.4 HDI Allure EGC Blue Only 7000 Miles £8,995 

62 VW Polo 1.2 60 Match Blue Only 7000 Miles £8,495 

14 Hyundai 110 1.2 Premium Silver Only 7000 Miles £7,995 

62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles £8,795 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Bronze Only 11000 Miles £7,795 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles £26,795 

62 Focus 1.6 Zetec Silver Only 12000 Miles £9,495 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Black Only 13000 Miles £7,995 

13 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive Grey Only 14000 Miles £8,995 

62 B Max 1.6 Zetec Auto Gold Only 14000 Miles £8,495j 

64 Zafira Tourer 1.8 Techline Silver Only 14000 Miles £11,49! 
13 C3 Picasso 1.6 H DI VTR+ Blue Only 15000 Miles £8,295 

Citroen 

62 DS3 1.6 Dstyle Plus White 19k £7,995 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21 k £7,495 

62 Berlingo 1.6 HDI XTR Grey 24k £8,995 

62 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi Edition Grey 29k £9,495 

62 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 20k £9,995 

62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Edition Blue 37k £9,795 

13 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Grey 26k £10,795 

Ford 

06 Ka 1.3 Luxury Silver 59k I Owner £1,795 

09 Fiesta 1.25 Style 3dr Gold 36k £4,995 

57 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Cli 3dr Black £2,495 

62 Focus 1.6 Zetec Black 32k £8,395 

08 Focus 2.0 TDCI Coupe Cab Red £3,995 

13 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Zetec Red 42k £8,795 

57 Mondeo 2.0 TDCI Titanium Silver £4,495 

Nissan 

62 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Red 17k £6,995 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Silver 26k £6,995 

62 Juke 1.6 Tekna Auto White 33k £10,995 

13 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Silver 26k £11,395 

11 Qashqai 1,5DCi Acenta Caffe Latte 30k £9,495 

13 Qashqai 1.5 DCi Acenta Red 40k £10,995 


Vauxhall 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Red 22k £6,495 

12 Zafira 1.6 Design Blue 28k £7,495 

62 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Design Bronze 27k £8,795 

60 Insignia 1.8 Exclusive Silver 63k £5,495 

Other 

53 Audi A3 2.0 TDI Sport Blue £2,495 

62 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LS Grey 27k £7,695 

62 Kia Soul 1.6 2 GDI Black 19k £7,995 

60 Kia Soul 1.6 CRDI 2 Blue 23k £6,495 

05 Mazda 2 1.4 Antares Grey 38000 Miles £1,995 

08 Merc A180 2.0 CDI Classic SE Auto Silver 67k £4,495 

06 Mercedes A150 Classic SE Auto Red 82k £2,795 

09 Peugeot 207 1.6 HDI SW Est Grey £2,795 

62 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE Copa DSG Grey 20k £8,995 

62 Seat Ibiza 1.2 SE TSI Est Auto Blue 29k £7,495 

63 Skoda Yeti 1.2 TSI SE DSG Black 57k £9,995 

11 Smart Fortwo Cabrio 1.0 Passion Auto Silver 18k £4,995 

07 Subaru Forester 2.0 XEN Auto Silver 57k £4,995 

62 Toyota Yaris 1.3 WT-I TR Grey 20k £6,995 

59 VW Touran 1.6 S 102 Black 36k £6,995 


Only 500Yards From Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 



* 4.9% Flat (APR 11.9% Variable) 

* Terms Up To 60 Months 

* Subject To Status 

* Drive Away In 2 Hours 

Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


All Motability Vehicles b e 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 

* 1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www. oakgarage .co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 


New lease 
of life for 
updated 
SEAT Ibiza 

By John Griffiths 

It’s a sign of the times that SEAT has tagged 
one of its smallest (in terms of capacity) en¬ 
gines with its sporty ‘FR’ model designation. 

But this isn’t any old three cylinder, 999cc petrol 
unit - it’s one of a new generation of small but highly 
efficient engines where, on demand, turbo charging 
makes up for the lack of cubic centimetres but gives 
one litre economy when you’re cruising or crawling. 

At first sight it doesn’t seem that much has changed - the 
sculpted side panels in particular make it instantly recognis¬ 
able as a descendant of one of the most popular small cars 
on our roads. But look more closely and you see the bonnet 
and boot lines have been cleaned up, and you might notice 
the new range of colours too. 

But it’s under the skin where SEAT has spent its develop¬ 
ment money, with more efficient engines and a significant 

- and long awaited - upgrade to the interior which will help 
the Ibiza compete with Johnny-come-lately rivals. 

The test model was a 1.0 litre Eco TSi with 110Ps on tap 

- pretty effective in a small car but also aided by a whole 
200Nm of torque thanks to the turbo, so power is delivered 
more evenly and from lower revs. 

It was coupled to the Audi VW Group’s excellent DSG au¬ 
tomatic gearbox, with seven electronically controlled ratios 
to ensure you’re always in the most efficient ratio for accel¬ 
eration or economy, depending on your right foot. You can, 
of course, also change gear manually using the gearstick 
sequentially or via the up/down paddles behind the steering 
wheel. For me that’s useful to limit speed on a steep de¬ 
scent, or you take full control on a twisty stretch of road, but 
for the most part the auto system is both rapid and respon¬ 
sive enough for you to leave it doing its job. 

That addition of DSG partly explains the £16,140 price tag 
for this test model, but worth it if you’re an auto fan or fed up 
with pumping your clutch foot up and down in traffic. And it 
comes without the power and economy drawbacks of older 
auto transmissions. 

But FR also denotes of the highest, and the sportiest, 
trim levels so it also comes with extra standard equipment 
including the distinctive twin exhausts, sports front seats, 
unique 16-inch alloys with low profile tyres, sports suspen¬ 
sion, automatic headlights and wipers, cruise control and, of 
course, a sports style flat-bottomed steering wheel. 

There are three other FR engine options, two 1.4 turbo 
diesels with 90 and 105PS respectively, and the flagship 1.4 
TSI with 150PS on tap. 

Lively 

Compared to normally aspirated, and in many cases 
smaller one litre cars, the FR’s turbo makes it feel lively from 
the moment you set off, and according to official figures 
60mph comes up in an impressive 9.3 seconds. 

Line up for an overtake and the DSG system rapidly re¬ 
sponds by changing down one or two gears to get you 
quickly and safely past. Unless you’re pressing on, and with 
the availability of that higher, seventh gear, the engine is 
barely audible and you’re more likely to notice some back¬ 
ground noise from the wide, low profile tyres. 

According to official laboratory tests, the 1.0 FR is capa¬ 
ble of averaging 64.2mpg - and a low, tax-saving 102g/km 
of C02 - but in real world driving and traffic conditions the 
test car returned a still creditable 50mpg. 

The sports suspension doesn’t result in a harsh ride, but 
what it does very well is to sharpen up the Ibiza’s handling. 
It’s quick to turn in and holds its line even through bumpy 
corners which help to make it a fun and rewarding car to 
drive. The brakes are smooth and powerful too. 

Interior and load space of just short of 300 litres haven’t 
changed, but the Ibiza is quite capable of accommodating 
four in comfort, with the five doors of the test model making 
access to the rear easier than in three-door versions. 

It’s in the interior where the major changes have taken 
place. It feels much higher quality, with switchgear from Ib- 
ia’s big brother, the Leon, and a centre colour touchscreen 
controlling a range of functions. There’s also a driver infor¬ 
mation display between the two principal instruments. 

The test car was also kitted out with a number of extras in¬ 
cluding a first class upgraded sound system £155), climate 
control (as opposed to standard aircon) at £320 and rear 
parking sensors at £220. For £725 the car was also show¬ 
casing one of the most sophisticated and comprehensive 
communications, entertainment and media set-ups availa¬ 
ble in any small car, all controlled via a central touch screen. 

Features include a three-dimensional navigation system 
with voice control, Bluetooth, MP3 and CD player, SEAT’S 
‘Full Link’ system consisting of Mirrorlink, Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto, capable of integrating with smart phone 
functions. As with its efficient engines and sharper styling, 
this technological wizardry shows the competent little Ibiza 
has undergone more than a facelift. It’s given the car a new 
lease of life to broaden its appeal and tackle the competition 
head on. 
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Police team Eliott Bastable, Pete Gibbons, Carl Southwick, Gavin Sloan, Kev Franklin, and Maria 


Maria is congratulated on a previous success 


Maria spends hours practising 



Still close - Maria with her cousin Ronnie O’Sullivan 


Cue Ronnie's cousin who 
wants to Rocket ahead 


AS one member of the family continues 
to make the news, Maria Catalano is 
hoping she will be a headline act in April. 

The 33-year-old from Netherton will be striv¬ 
ing to win her first world snooker champion¬ 
ship after finishing runner-up on five occasions 

- just a couple of weeks before her cousin Ron¬ 
nie O’Sullivan bids for his sixth crown at the 
famous Crucible venue in Sheffield. 

Catalano’s shot at glory will take place in the more 
low-key surroundings of the Northern Snooker Cen¬ 
tre in Leeds as the women’s game fights to break 
down the barriers of a male-dominated sport. 

Encourage 

But the current world No. 4 is hoping that the days 
where the ladies’ efforts are overlooked will soon be 
a thing of the past. The World Ladies Billiards and 
Snooker Limited (WLBS) was formed last year to en¬ 
courage participation from grassroots level and raise 
the profile of the women’s game, joining forces with 
the World Professional Billiards and Snooker Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Dudley’s world No. 1 - and Catalano’s close friend 

- Reanne Evans caused a stir last year when she 
pushed former world champion Ken Doherty in a 10-8 
loss in the qualifying event for last year’s world cham¬ 
pionships. And Hong Kong’s Ng On Yee will be in the 
qualifying tournament this time around. 

“The WLBS has been formed and the World Profes- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“The ladies’ game has 
struggled since it started, 
really. The difference in 
prize money is crazy.” 

sional Billiards and Snooker Association have taken 
us under their wing,” said Catalano, who plays on the 
local circuit for West Midlands Police in the Stour¬ 
bridge League and Woodfield in the West Midlands 
League. 

“The ladies’ game has struggled since it started, 
really. The women’s game needs more exposure 
and they seem to have big plans. The difference in 
prize money is crazy. For our world championships it 
was £1,500 for the winner last year - the men’s was 
£300,000.” 

For the time being Catalano has to be content with 
chasing the meagre offerings in tournaments around 
the country while working for the family business, 
Antonio’s Ice Cream. 

“I have never been able to take the game full-time 
because I have never had a sponsor,” she added. 

Her love of the game is obvious. “I was about five 


or six and I remember having a snooker table cake for 
my birthday,” she laughed. 

“Obviously my family were interested in the sport 
with Ronnie playing. I saw him doing well and earn¬ 
ing a few quid and thought I want to try that. We 
all used to watch it on the TV and I was a big Steve 
Davis fan.” 

While her friends were out and about, Catalano 
was chalking up the hours on the green baize. “I 
started to play at Brierley Hill Snooker Club and that 
was it. I played every single night. I fell in love with 
it straight away.” 

Even success on the American pool circuit failed to 
tempt her away. “I won the Florida State Champion¬ 
ships, which is a big event, and qualified for the US 
Open. But pool is not for me.” 

And Catalano, who beat her idol Davis in an exhibi¬ 
tion match last year and teamed up with Evans to de¬ 
feat Shaun Murphy and Mark Selby in a promotional 
event last month, has never felt out of place among 
male team-mates and opponents. 

A few tips from O’Sullivan helped along the way 
and the pair are still in regular contact. 

“He is just very special. I would say he is the best 
ever. I know he causes a bit of controversy now and 
again, but he is a genius.” 

Catalano will be cheering O’Sullivan on at the Cru¬ 
cible as usual, but for now is focused on her own shot 
at world glory after missing last year. 

“The ambition is still there and I am going to win 
it one day, definitely.” 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Heathens in 
perfect start 
to the season 

CRADLEY kicked off their season in per- 
ect fashion with a 51-39 win over Belle 
Vue on their Monmore Green return. 

Star duo Max Clegg and Ashley Morris 
both went unbeaten as the Heathens dis¬ 
posed of the National League newcomers 
to claim all three points. 

Skipper Clegg saw off former team¬ 
mate Matt Williamson to win the open¬ 
ing race of the night - setting the tone 
for a powerful performance as the home 
side accounted for 12 race winners to 
come out on top. 

The two sides traded heat advantages 
in the early stages, but when Morris 
picked off the exciting Daniel Bew¬ 
ley to win heat four it gave them some 
breathing space. Two more classy wins 
for the heat-leader pair kept the Hea¬ 
thens ahead at halfway before debutants 
James Purchase and Ben Basford made 
a breakthrough with a crucial 5-1 in heat 
eight. 

Purchase dusted himself down from a 
nasty fall after he was wiped out by the 
enthusiastic Bewley in the original stag¬ 
ing to claim a composed race win in the 
re-run - his first since returning to the 
sport after a decade-long absence. 

The Heathens looked set to strike an¬ 
other devastating 5-1 in the next race as 
middle order duo Luke Chessell and Jack 
Kingston stormed from the tapes to hit 
the front. However, Kingston picked up 
some unexpected grip entering the final 
lap and was sent flying awkwardly into 
the fence on the back straight. 

Cradley nonetheless came on strong in 
the closing stages, with Morris and Clegg 
striking timely 5-ls in heats 13 and 15 
to wrap up victory and prevent the Colts 
from taking a consolation point. 

CRADLEY: Max Clegg 15, Ashley Mlorris 13+2, Luke 
Chessell 11, Ben Basford 5+1, James Purchase 5, Jack 
Kingston 1, Bradley Andrews 1. 

BELLE VUE: Daniel Bewley 11+1, Rob Shuttleworth 
8+1, Matt Williamson 8, Lee Payne 4, Andy Mellish 3+2, 
David Holt 2. 

No third time lucky 
as Twickenham date 
eludes Lions again 

Wolverhampton 16 Stour Lions 5 

THE Lions lost 16-5 at the final hurdle 
in the Midlands area RFU Intermediate 
Cup and Twickenham is still a step too 
far for the Lions for the third time. 

However, amongst the bruised bodies 
and tired limbs will be the knowledge 
that they put up a valiant fight and 
pushed the home side to the limit. 

Against the wind in the first half the 
Lions kept Wolverhampton to only three 
penalty goals and after going down to a 
converted try early in the second they 
scored their own try and the final points 
of the match. 

An infringement gave the Wolves 10 
Ben Barnes the chance to open the scor¬ 
ing. The rest of the first half was closely 
contested. However, two further Barnes 
penalties gave Wolves a 9-0 half-time 
lead. 

The second half opened disastrously, 
with the Lions conceding an early Rhys 
Morgan try, converted, from a tap pen¬ 
alty after consistent Wolves pressure. 

With 10 minutes left the Lions finally 
got the try their pressure deserved from 
no.8 James Meakin. 


Yeltz claim spoils in derby clash 


Halesowen Town 2 Stourbridge 0 

A BUMPER Bank Holiday attendance of 2,107 
saw Halesowen put a huge dent in rivals Stour¬ 
bridge’s play-off hopes. 

In a lively and tense start, Aaron Griffiths’s 
shot was beaten away by Stourbridge goalkeeper 
Matthew Gould and Halesowen cleared from Karl 
Hawley in the 10th minute. 

The game truly burst into life just before the 
interval when home substitute Dan Sweeney fired 
the Yeltz into a 38th minute lead. 

The Glassboys squandered a glorious chance to 
level from the spot just three minutes later after 


Football 


Ashley Parsons-Smith fouled Hawley on the turn, 
but Hawley ballooned his kick over the bar. Fur¬ 
ther Stourbridge chances to equalise went beg¬ 
ging before the interval. 

Stourbridge failed to make much impression on 
the solid home defence in the second half with 
Hawley denied after an hour with his back to goal 
just one yard out before Sean Geddes dragged a 
long shot wide. 

The Yeltz doubled their lead in the 80th min¬ 
ute after Danny Bragoli’s shot was well saved by 


Gould but substitute Dumitru Maradona Chiriac 
marked his home debut by following up to score 
from the rebound. 

Though this has been another fine season at 
Stourbridge, there is also no denying failure to 
reach the Evo-Stik Northern Premier play-offs 
would be a disappointment. The Glassboys had 
boosted their hopes two days previously with a 
3-0 home win over Buxton, all the goals coming in 
the last half an hour from Justin Richards, Karl 
Hawley and Dan Scarr. 

Yeltz returned from Darlington 1883 with a 2-1 
defeat. Michael Turner had given Yeltz the lead. 


ON THE 
FOR SU 



HALESOWEN Cycling Club 
is looking to plug the gap be¬ 
tween aspiring young riders 
and making it in the profes¬ 
sional sport, starting with a 
burgeoning academy. 

The club has a long and proud history of pro¬ 
ducing top-level talent through their ranks, with 
Olympic and Paralympic stars Jess Varnish and 
Helen Scott both graduating. 

The conveyor belt shows no signs of halting as 
Emily Kay and Emily Nelson have both landed 
junior world titles in recent years and are mem¬ 
bers of Great Britain’s cycling academy. 

Club chairman Dave Viner and fellow commit¬ 
tee member William Fotheringham, who heads 
the academy set-up, believe the addition of an 
academy gives the riders more of a chance to 
make the grade. The academy is open to riders 
- road, track or cyclocross - between the ages of 
16-23, male and female. 

The six current members, Charles Walker, 
Patrick Fotheringham, Oliver Dighton, Jack 
Stanton-Warren, Tom Swingler and Joe Hobbs 
have all benefited from the year or so as part of 
the Manor Abbey Stadium academy set-up. The 
team consists of a first year junior, two first year 
under-23s and two second year under-23s. 

Better 

“We’ve always produced riders to go on and 
do better things at Halesowen,” said road team 
manager Fotheringham. 

“Five of our former women ride nationally and 
there are three men in really good elite teams. It’s 
astonishing really, the success we’ve had. 

“We’ve found that the transition, particularly 
for male riders, from under-14 and under-16 to 
senior level can be tough and there’s a big drop¬ 
out rate. 

“It’s about us providing the support to them 
and helping them progress in any way we can.” 

The academy has been well-supported since its 
creation last year. 

“We’ve been able to expand in the second 
year and add new talent,” said Fotheringham. 
“There’s even been our first winner with Charlie 
winning an event in Milton Keynes.” 

The primary target for the academy riders will 


be the Halesowen Road Race on May 8. Delighted 
chairman Viner added: “Behind the scenes cy¬ 
cling is very team orientated. There’s more that 
the spectators don’t see. 

“Decisions and tactics in cycling are so subtle. 
Things like bridging gaps in times and giving 
your best riders the easier rides. 

“The academy will allow the youngsters to train 
together more often and improve team bonding.” 

Halesowen Cycling Club has been in action in 
the Evesham Vale Road race held in Inkberrow, 
the first of the Midlands season road races and 
one which always attracts a high quality field. 

A field of 80 riders set off for the 55-mile road 
race, won by ex-Halesowen rider Jacob Tipper, 
who now coaches several Halesowen riders while 
also riding professionally for Pedal Heaven. 


This was Halesowen rider Oliver Dighton’s 
first senior road race having graduated from the 
club’s youth ranks and he finished well, contest¬ 
ing the secondary places along with Halesowen 
Academy team mate Hobbs. 

Hobbs and Dighton were the two Halesowen 
Road Race team members racing in the Category 
3/4 race at Darley Moor. They were among the 
120 riders lined up on the 1.5 mile circuit just 
south of Ashbourne in Derbyshire. Hobbs came 
in around 15th with Dighton just behind in 17th. 

Halesowen ladies took part in a 60k sportive 
ride starting at Bartley Green reservoir in aid of 
St Mary’s Hospice. The ladies did the club proud 
by turning out in numbers and tackling several 
climbs over Clent to Chaddesley Corbett before 
returning back to Bartley Green via Bromsgrove. 


Cricket team 
stepping up 
preparations 

HALESOWEN’S senior cricket sides 
will step up their preparations for the 
new season next week. 

After a short break from training over 
Easter, players and coaches will move 
outdoors for fitness and fielding work 
ahead of the opening friendly with Droit- 
wich at Seth Somers Park on Saturday 
week, April 9. 

Skipper Richard Brooker said: “The 
lads are really looking forward to getting 
outside now. 

“The ground is looking in great nick 
and the new kit arrived this week. 

“Without doubt we will really look the 
part this season now we have to go out 
and play the part by getting into the sea¬ 
son with some notable performances.” 

Shaz Gill will lead out the squad on 
Sunday, April 10 at home to Stourport, 
which will give a number of other play¬ 
ers a run-out as league season fast ap¬ 
proaches. 

Meanwhile the club have only a few 
places remaining for their Easter coach¬ 
ing programme next week. The two-day 
academy, on Thursday and Friday (April 
7/8) from 10am to 3pm each day, is for 
youngsters aged eight-to-18, so anyone 
interested is asked to quickly book their 
place. 

Head of Youth Cricket Carl Bust and 
his assistants will be putting the players 
through their paces in batting, bowling, 
fielding and wicket-keeping. 

There will be group sessions and 
where appropriate some one-to-one 
training for all players using the field 
and the practice areas. 

The two-day course is priced at £35 
with a one-day fee of £20 but ideally 
players will benefit from the full two- 
day course. 

For more details and booking in¬ 
formation contact Carl Bust on cb- 
cricketcoach@gmail.com or go to the 
Halesowen CC website. 

Stars of past line 
up for Pears skipper 

CRICKETING stars of the past will re¬ 
turn to New Road for a match in aid of 
Worcestershire captain Daryl Mitchell’s 
Benefit Season. 

The 30-over game takes place at 2pm 
on Sunday September 4 as a Pears Leg¬ 
ends XI takes on local rivals the Bears. 
The Pears team includes a number well- 
known former county players including 
Ben Smith, Kabir Ali, Richard Stemp 
Vikram Solanki, Martin Weston, Gareth 
Andrew and Hartley Alleyne. The Bears 
will be captained by Paul Smith. 

Side attractions include stalls, food, 
music and rides. For more details, call 
Mark Ashbourne on 07506 747619. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
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CARPETS £ 
FURNITURE m 


mon - sat : 9:00am - 6:00pm 
sun : 10:00am - 4:00pm 


TH vm m 


Carpets from £1.99/yd2 
Vinyl Flooring from £3.49/yd2 
Laminate Flooring from £3.99/mtr 
Artificial Grass from £5.99/mtr 

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 

Free measurements • Free delivery • Free fitting - on selected carpets 


www. victoriacarpetsandfurniture. co. uk 


° Beds from £59 

1 01384 671 315 

90-91 High Street 
Q Cradley Heath 

West Midlands B64 5HE 
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SsangYong 
Korando 
Sports are 
full of value 

By James Parker 


SsangYong is earning a solid reputation for 
value and quality, and nowhere is this more 
evident than with its Korando Sports 1 tonne 
pick-up. 

Korean engineered and built, the Korando Sports 
has a reputation for durability, and is the only pick-up 
to come with a five year limitless mileage warranty. 
The range now has three models, the S, SX and EX 
with prices from just £14,495 - £18,195 (ex VAT). 

Based on the top of the range EX automatic, the new Ko¬ 
rando Sports DMZ is a limited edition model featuring full 
camouflage paintwork, roof rails and 18” alloy wheels, and 
priced at £19,195 (ex VAT). 

Paul Williams, CEO of SsangYong Motor UK, said: “With 
its keen price and comprehensive list of standard equip¬ 
ment, Korando Sports gives you a lot of vehicle for the mon¬ 
ey - from £14,495 (ex VAT), and the reassurance of a five 
year limitless mileage warranty for complete peace of mind. 

“It can be loaded like a truck yet still drives like a car, and 
really is the best value pick-up you can buy! 

“The DMZ is a bit of fun. We ordered a short run initially 
but they were instantly snapped-up by our dealers, so we 
think it could prove particularly popular with owner drivers.” 

Korando Sports is powered by SsangYong’s e-XDi 2 li¬ 
tre diesel engine, and provides maximum power of 155PS 
and peak torque of 360Nm delivered between 1,500rpm 
and 2,800rpm providing ample performance both on and off 
road, and fuel economy of up to 37.7 mpg on the Combined 
Cycle*. 

The vehicle has very good levels of NVH (noise, vibration 
and harshness) and comes with on-demand 4-wheel drive, 
a full 1 tonne payload and a towing capability of up to 2.7 
tonnes. 

A real workhorse, the pick-up features a large, flat rear 
deck giving a 2.04m2 load area to take a Euro pallet, and 
fitted with load deck liner and anchor points. A range of 
optional rigid hard tops to provide weather protection and 
security to the load area is also available. 

Also and unusually for the segment, the SsangYong Ko¬ 
rando Sports also features a live rear axle supported by a 
sophisticated multi-link rear suspension system with pro¬ 
gressive coil springs to give a comfortable, car like ride, 
instead of the more dated leaf springs employed on many 
other pick-ups. 


Equipped 

In addition to DMZ there are three models to choose from. 
The S is the lowest priced double cab pick-up on the market 
at just £14,495 (ex VAT). 

The SX is a step up and extremely well equipped with 18” 
alloy wheels, tinted glass, air conditioning, leather covered 
steering wheel, remote central locking, an MP3 CD & RDS 
radio with a USB & auxiliary port and Bluetooth connectivity 
as well as speed sensitive power assisted steering. The Ko¬ 
rando Sports SX costs £15,395 (ex VAT). 

The EX also features 18” alloy wheels, and adds the luxu¬ 
ry touch of leather upholstery with heated front seats, pow¬ 
ered driver’s seat, heated, electrically adjustable and power 
folding door mirrors and rear parking sensors. A Mercedes- 
Benz 5 speed automatic transmission with cruise control is 
also available as an option. The EX with manual transmis¬ 
sion is £16,995 (ex VAT), and with automatic transmission, 
£18,195 (ex VAT). 

As with all models in the SsangYong range, the new Ko¬ 
rando Sports 1 tonne pick-up is covered by a 5 year limitless 
mileage warranty. 

Designed to be totally transparent and give customers 
complete peace of mind, ‘limitless’ means just that: not a 
maximum mileage condition that some brands impose in 
their small print. 

All the major mechanical components are covered includ¬ 
ing wheel bearings, suspension joints and bushes, steering 
joints, shock absorbers and even the audio system. Weara¬ 
ble components such as clutch discs and brake friction ma¬ 
terials which could have their life reduced by poor driving 
are covered for one year or 12,000 miles, and the battery 
and paintwork for three years. 

SsangYong cars are manufactured in South Korea by 
SsangYong Motor, which is 73 per cent owned by the Indian 
engineering conglomerate Mahindra & Mahindra, and im¬ 
ported into the UK by SsangYong Motor UK. Established in 
1954 it is Korea’s oldest vehicle manufacturer and only 4x4 
and SUV specialist producer. 

There are currently some 60 SsangYong dealers covering 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, with new 
locations being added to the network all the time. 

Further information is available from: www.ssangyonggb. 
co.uk 

*Fuel Consumption: Korando Sports manual - Urban: 
29.4mpg Extra urban: 44.1 mpg Combined: 37.7mpg 





MASSIVE SAVINGS 

on delivery miles JAZZ & CIVIC 



• air con 

• cruise control 

• DAB radio 

• magic seats 


NEW JAZZ 1.3 SE CVT 


m-wj+iii-H 

■ Cost New £16,595 


• 15 "alloys 

• auto head light and wipers 

• forward collision warning 

• front & rear parking sensors 


CIVIC 1.8 SPORT 5DR 



CIVIC 1.8 SE PLUS 5DR 


^ smmii 

to MMMliM 


• l7"alloys 

• front fog lights 

• rear parking camera 

• rain sensing wipers 

• 6 speakers 

• climate control dual auto a/c 


Cost New £20,485 


• front & rear parking sensors 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 

• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display with 
AM/FM/DAB tuner, Aha® app integration & internet 
browsing, internet radio 


■ nm 



Cost New £20,535 



Garmin® Sat Nav Optional £500 
Cost New £22,350 


• 17"sport alloys 

• black roof lining 

• privacy glass 

• sports grille 

• body coloured spoiler 

• climate control 


• cruise control 

• front & rear parking sensors 

• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display 
with AM/FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, Aha® app 
integration, internet browsing, Garmin® navigation 

• rear parking camera 


CIVIC 1.6 SR DIESEL 5DR 


I.IUJJIJUI.MEI 


• l7"alloys 

• climate control (a/c) 

• cruise control 

• reversing camera 

• front fog lights 


• privacy glass 

• DAB radio 

• 2 x USB connectors 

• Honda Connect System 

• front & rear parking sensors 


CIVIC TOURER 1.6 SR DIESEL 



ssna 

■ Cost New £24,315 ■ 





Cost New £26,615 


• 16"alloys • glass roof 

• cruise control • privacy glass 

• climate control (a/c) • front fog lights 

• DAB radio • heated front seats 

• auto lights & wipers • Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• leather upholstery • front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 


• l8"alloys • cargo pack 

• cruise control • privacy glass 

• climate control (a/c) • leather upholstery 

• DAB radio • heated front seats and Magic seats 

• auto lights & wipers • Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• front fog lights • front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


Brindley Cannock 

Walsall Road 
CannockWSI I 0JP 

01543 406609 


Brindley West Bromwich 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 629 0990 


www.brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 690601 
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